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MERCHANTS, | TRADERS, 
MANUFACTURERS, 


| 0 k 


GREAT BRITA 


BO UT the year 1749, an effort was 5 


that the people of theſe kingdoms at large ; 


might partake of it. Application was accord- 


ingly made to the Houſe of Commons; and 
during the inveſtigation of the buſineſs; | many 


| petitions were preſented to the Houſe from 
5 the trading part of the nation, praying that 

the excluſive right, held by charter, by the 
= 15 Company, might be annihilated. The at- 


A 


tempt 


made by the late Arthur Dobbs, 
Eſq. and ſeveral other patriotic gentlemen, 
to lay open the trade to Hudſon's Bay, ſo 
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tempt, howeyer, was not crowned with the 


| ſucceſs it deſerved, The intereſt of the Com- 


pany unfortunately prevailed, and they have 
ever ſince remain in quict poſſeſſion of their 
extenſive territories, to the great injury of 
this country, its trade, and manufactures. 


To make good this afſertion, I humbly 
fubmit the following ſheets to the public; 


and ſhall efteem myſelf happy, if my endea- 


vours to promote the general good, by point- 


ing out an avenue to national advantage, 
which has too long been engroſſed by an in- | 
Jurious monopoly, „ ſhall procure for me their 
patronage, and be the means of e 
the evils 1 have.thas made known. 


” EDWARD UMEREVILLE. 


E 


— 
1 


Prefatory Advertiſement. 

N the year 1771, I entered into the ſervice 

L of the Hudſon's Bay Company, in the 
capacity of writer, at the Salary of fifteen 
pounds a year; and continued in that employ 
eleven years. But two of their principal ſet⸗ 
tlements being taken by the French in 1782, > 
when I was made priſoner, and, upon their 
reſtoration to the Company, , ſome diſagree- 
ment ariſing i in point ons I Gated their 


ſervice. 3 


. thus as. in Api 1563 * 
made a voyage to Quebec, with a view of ac- 
quiring a knowledge of the manner in Which 
the Fur trade was carried on from that quarter; 

and here I remained for four years. during 

which time I made the ſtate of the country, 

and the trade of it, my pecaliar . . 


By fo long a ane in that part of * : 
warld, I flatter myſelf I am, in a great mea- 
4 2 355 ſure, 


11 : 

ure, acquainted with every intereſting parti- 

cular relative to it; and ſhall lay them before 
the public with that truth and impartiality ; 
which ought to guide the pen of every perſon 


who attempts to inform. 


- Of all the authors who have v wrote on this 
extenſive country, few have given a juſt and diſ- 
Intereſted account of it. Some ſeem to be actu- 
ated by prejudice, whilſt others, either through 
want of good information, .or a proper. Know- 
edge of the ſubject, have led their readers 
into error, by miſrepreſentation. Among the 
beſt writers, we muſt rank Ellis and Robſon; 
the former as a philoſopher, and in genious 
reaſoner; the latter as a candid, true, and i impar- 
tial writer, and who, by having reſided in the 
| tountry, obtained a fund of knowledge of his 
ſubject which enabled him to inform with 
confidence. For my part, I ſhall only attempt 
to lay before the public ſuch a nope as 
the above authors had not an pportunĩty 
of : acquiring a knowledge of, and this I ſhall 
do in a plain anadorned manner, humbly 
. truſting that it will be read with candour, 
and animadverted on with good nature. 


o * 4 0 5 1 ” * . 8 » 
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The geographical part of my ſubject i; 
thall touch very lightly on, as the extent of. 


the country and its boundaries are ſufficiently 


known. My intention is to exhibit to the 
world the value of the ſettlements under con- 
Gideration, and how far they are capable of 


improvement; pointing out at the ſame time, 


the deſtructive effects. of a baneful monopoly, 5 


which has ſubliſted ever ſince the year TS 


It i is a matter . "ch to the Hudſon's, 
Bay Company, and they have never been able 
to wipe off thoſe ſevere cenſures and accuſa- 
tions, which all the writers on this country 


1 have ſo juſtly fixed on them, upon account of 
it, that they do not augment and make a 


- pm national advantage of their trade, as 


is capabable of ſo much i improvement. * W 
a time when the defection of our American 


colonies, has put a ſtop to the conſumption 


of fo conſiderable a part of our manufactures, 


is it not ſomewhat extraordinary that no per- 
ſon has yet repreſented the benefits which 
would accrue to this country, from exploring 
and examining the countries about Hudſon's 


Bay | ? The laying open the trade to the induſ- 
| 7 ® 3 . 
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+ trious adventurers of this nation, woes be an YZ 
ct worthy a patriotic adminiſtration ; as it 


would be the means of enriching the com- 
mercial intereſts of the kingdom, and giving 


| bread to many who are now pining in diſtreſs, 
5 particularly to that uſeful part of the com- 
munity, who defend our country from inſult, 
and our property from depredation, and who : 


encounter with fortitude every ſpecies of danger 


for the public good; I mean the Britiſh Sea- 
men, numbers of whom we ſee daily pining - 
in diſtreſs for N of e 


--> 


The Hudſon's Bay bps employ an- 
nually two ſhips and a ſloop, to take out ſun- 


dry articles of merchandize, and bring home 


their peltries. The burthen together of theſe 


three veſſels falls ſhort of fix hundred tons, 
having on board about ſeventy-five men, who 


together with about two hundred and forty 
perſons reſiding in the country, make the 
whole number of men in their. em ploy ls. 


amount to 315, What an inſignificant con- 
fideration ! What a pitiful ſervice, to be in 


the hands of a few individuals, by whom 


others are excluded, that would long fince 


have | 


\ 


2 


4/ 


(4% 


have rendered this part of the globe a ade 


gem in the Britiſh empire; — but ſuch is the ef 
fect of excluſive monopolies; which, wth 
not eſtabliſhed on a beneficial foundation, 
the bane of national affluence. 


Though the extent of the coli a 
N orth to South is pretty well known, yet to 
the Weſtward we are not ſo well informed. 
I have myſelf travelled as far as 120 degrees 
of Longitude, from the meridian of London, 
through many different nations of Indians, 
and have always found them friendly, and 
ready to receive our commodities with avidity. 


— 


In ſpeaking of the inland country too much 


cannot be ſaid in commendation of it. Every pe- 


ſpecies of food neceſſary for the ſupportiof man, 
is to be procured in the greateſt plenty. The cli- 
mate is much milder than on the Sea coaſt, and 


nothing ſeems to be wanting to the conveni- -- 


| ence and accommodation of its inhabitants. 


On the Sea coaſt, which the Hudſon's Bay 
Company ſolely poſſeſs, though nature has 
been leſs kind, yet the country is not half ſo 
bad as it has been repreſented: the climate, 
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OI NY . is s extremely healthful, and our 
countrymen uſually enjoy a remarkable good 


ſtate of health, during their reſidence there. Z 
I.can for my ..own part aver, that I reſided 
there eleven years without knowing the leaſt . 


ailment. If a ſtranger was to viſit theſe parts, 


he would be induced to think, by the de- 
bilitated ſtate of the natives, that he was in a 


( 8. 1 . 0 


country uncommonly unfavourable tothe  - 


human ſpecies : but the uſe of ſpirituous 5 
liquors, and not the climate, is the cauſe of 


this misfortune : they drink to ſuch. excels, 3 


that it is rather more ſurprizing any ſhould be 
left aliye to tell the tale, than that they ſhould 
be found emaciated, decrepid, and ſlothful. 


It is a melancholly reflection that the poor 
devoted Indians are by this means conſiderably 


diminiſhed i in number, their minds are debaſed, 

their ſpirits dejected, their bodies enervated, 
and they are thereby rendered unfit to ſupport 
their families, at a time of life when the 
tender age of their offsprin g ſtands in moſt 


need of e 


vic. | 


1 Pre Bren an account of the ene and 


> its inhabitants on the Sea coaſt, diſtinct from 
the. 


L/ 5 


9 


che inland territories, not only on account of | 
my having reſided there firſt, but likewiſe, as 
the climate, ſoil, and productions are ſo dif. | 
ferent. In giving a deſcription of the climate 
on the Sea coaſt, I have introduced a journal 
of an accident which befel three unfortunate 
men, on their duty 'at York fort, which 
will in ſome meaſure exemplify the ſeverity 
of the weather in that country during the 
winter ſeaſon. A gentleman who reſided 
there in the capacity of Surgeon, gathered the 
account from the ſurvivor, at different times, 
and in conſequence of it, made many uſeful | 
experiments at York, and Albany Forts, 
which proved highly ene to the learned 
and ingenious. 


To give a full and comprehenſive account 
of Hudſon's Bay, particularly the natural hiſ- 
tory thereof, deſcribing the animal creation,” 
and the feathered tribes, which are here i in 

great abundance, would require more time 
than I can poſſibly ſpare, was I capable of 
the undertaking. Being under the neceſſity 
of going abroad, I have been obliged to con- 
fine myſelf to the uſeful 125 of the f in 
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Ho BRIEF account 


Of the CLIMATE, 3 &c. of che Cram 
. on. the Coaſts of Hvpsox' 8 Bar. &c. 


7 "ORK FORT, where k reſided eight 2 
| years, lies in the lat. of 5 deg. 
”” min. N. long. 93 deg. W. from Lon- 
don. a8 determined by Mr. Philip Turner, 
a Gentleman employed by the Company to 
make aſtronomical obſervations within the 
| limits of Hudfon's Bay. The air is very 
falubrious and healthy, eſpecially during _ 
the intenſe cold in the winter months; and 


in the ſummer, though we find it much 


hotter than in England, yet Europeans'i in 
2 enjoy a ſtate of health, unknown to 


the inhabitants of more temperate climes. 


The atmoſphere is cleareſt and moſt ſerene 
in the coldeſt weather, and the moſt plerc- 
ing cold is' felt at ſun riſing. A good 
Fahrenheit's Thermometer frequently ſtood 
at go degrees below the cypher in the month 

of January; whereas in ſummer, the mer- 
cury would very frequently aſcend to go deg. 
above the expher, making a difference of 
| 140 de- 


o 
3 
} 
7 
þ þ 
3 
$ 
l . 
1 % 
+ | $ 
3 
4 
|} +$ 
t v4 
84 
1 
73 
* 
g 
1 
8 7 
2 L 
£ 
4 
22 
2 
W 
\' 3 
5 
4 
5 z 
s 
8 
1 
. 
18 
F ö 
5 5 
1 
© WW. : J, 
"1+ E238 
e If 
: * 
- * 
1 5 
In Re 1 
1 
1 
I - 
1 $34 
n 
£ _ 
1 £ 1 
; E. 
* 4 
is Te: 
F © as 
. +, 
* 
- 
. - 8H 
* } 5 
33 
F N 7 
« * 
21 
I 
97% 4 
- 
8 1 
5 1 
7 < 
2 3 
x 
T 
i 1 
1 
1 
* 
5 


5 12 * 


| 140 degrees between the extremities of heat 


and cold. From November to the Vernal 


Equinox, Britiſh, and even French ſpirits, 


rum, and the like, will freeze to the con- 


| fiſtence of honey. When expoſed without 
doors, in the ſpace of four hours, Engliſh 


brandy, contained in caſks of 110 gallons 
each, will be often found too thick to run 
through a large braſs cock. We have 
cellars that are eight or ten feet deep, un- 


der the guard- rooms where the people live, 
and where there is a daily and almoſt perpetual 


fire; yet even in this repoſitory, I have ſeen 


the London porter ſo frozen, that only : a few 
_ gallons could be got out of a whole hogſ- 


head; the remainder has been converted to 


ice ſeveral inches thick, which, when 
thawed, had not the leaſt ſtrength remain- 
ing. have ſeen a caſk of water put into 


the open air, and in 48 hours it has burſt the 


caſk. In an hour's time, the air condenſes 
fo thick on the windows, that it is impoſ- 
fible to diſcern an object on the other fide; OD 
and it likewiſe adheres in large quantities to 
the wainſcotting on the inſide, as well as to 


the — of the rooms. The froſt is never 
| out 


\ 


| © 13 3 
out of the f ; even in ſummer it * | 
thawed but about four feet below the ſur- 
face; and in the thick woods, the warmth ; 
of the atmoſphere gets no lower than. two . 
feet. The intenſeneſs of the cold is beyond | 
1 expreſſion, and its effects are frequently 

productive of the moſt tragical events. The 
poor natives take every precaution to guard 
againſt its conſequences ; but notwithſtand- 
ing their utmoſt care, they frequently fall 
a prey to its ſeverity. Unhappy, indeed, 
is the fate of thoſe poor creatures, who 
meet with this kind of death ! After en- 
during great torment for a conſiderable time, 
the cold at length ſeizes the vitals, when 
the unfortunate perſon ſoon expires. Wo- 
men have been found frozen to death, with - 
a young infant, likewiſe frozen, claſping its 
arms round the mother's neck; others have 


been found dead, and _ Pape > lh alive. 


The firſt rell I b in | Hudfon' 8 N 
afforded an opportunity of deſcribing the me- 
| lancholy effe s of the cold in the perſons of 

three of our Factory men, whoſe names were 
John Farrant, James Tomſon,and James Roſs. ; 
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The following acèount was ated at times 


from the latter, who ſurvived his unfortu- 


Nate companion 8. 


On Monday, January the 6th, 1772, theſe 


three men ſet out in the morning in order 
to hunt partridges, and to collect freſh 
_ proviſions for the Factory, as is the cuſtom 
of the country. They were to ſtay three 


weeks; at the concluſion of which time 
they were to return with what they had 
procured. In the early part of their j journey 
they, had a river to croſs, about three miles 
over, which was not compleatly frozen 
at the time they reached it. Near this 
river, they ſlept the firſt ni ight, int | 
to croſs it the next morning. 


— 


9 


Tueſday the 7th. About eight or nine 


co clock in the morning they proceeded to 
8 croſs the river, but they had not walked 

far on the ice before they perceived the 

ſmoke of open water below them, and that 
they went very faſt down the river; which 


convinced them that they were adrift. This 


they found to be the caſe, and that the ice 


VVV 15 * | 
5 they. were. on was a large ſmooth field. 


They had two dogs with ſleds with them, 
| and the ebb tide carried them out to ſea. 


Wedneſday the 8th. The tide of flood: 
brought them into the ſame river, but not 
ſo high as the place from whence they had 
been firſt carried. The weather hitherto 
had been very mild, and it had ſnowed a 
little during the night. In their baggage. 
was ſome cake they had baked the day be- 
fore they left the fort, and a bottle with 
near a quart of gin; of this they took 8 
little now and then. | 
0 

Thurſday the gth. The weather Nil 
continued remarkably mild and clear. They 
were again driven ap the river with the flood, 


but not ſo high as yeſterday, as the tides were 


falling off. As the piece of ice they were 
upon did not, during its thus driving up and 
down the river, come near the ſhore, they 
were obliged to continue on it, and were 
driven out again with the ebb. The cake 
and gin was not yet expended, and they + 


flept together in a leathern tent upon the 


| 'F "AE the 1 The weather mild as 
before, with ſmall breezes of wind from 


the S. E. quarter. A little ſnow fell in the 


night. The flood brought them again into 
the river, and this day they exerted them- 


felves very much to gain the ſhore. In hopes ; 
of doing this Roſs took his gun, powder 
and ſhot, blanket, and a little bag contain- 


ing materials for kindling a fire; Farrant 
took only a beaver coat. Tomſon was. fo 


anxious to gain the ſhore that he would ſtay. 


for nothing. One of the dogs accompanied 
them, the other ſtayed. with the ſleds. After 


wandering about over the ice with the 


greateſt anxiety for the major part of the 


day, they found their utmoſt endeavours in- 
effectualʒ they therefore turned about to go to 
their fleds; but, to add to their misfortunes, 
they ſaw the ſleds paſs them on another piece 
of ice, and the dogs eating and t: aring the 
tent, &c. without their being able to come 
at them. Their little ſtock of cake was ex- 
pended: this day. The ebb tide now car- 


ried 


TO It; 0 3 

; ried Sie far out into the bay, ſo that che 
loſt fight of the land, and wild geels 
and other ſea. fowls hovered over them in 
great numbers. Roſs and Tomſon lay under 
the 12 anket, and F. arrant uſed the beaver 


coat. 


1 the II 1 The DEAE ht 
colder than any of the preceding days, was 
yet very moderate for this frigid time of 
the year. The wind S. W. a moderate froſt, 
the night over- eaſt, but the day clear. The 

unhappy mea had ſeen land to eaſtward, and 
again to the northward. When the flood 

made, they drew nearer to the land, and the 
ice cloſing about high wates, afforded them 
hopes of once more getting on ſhore ; but 
the attempt did not ſucceed. John Far- 
rant this day had the misfortune to fall into 
the water, in ſtepping from orie piece of 


ice to another; he was nearly carried under, 
before his miſerable companions could 


drag him out. Roſs having 2 clean ſhirt 


in his bag, they put it upon Farrant, and 
belted the beaver coat about him: after 
wards, being nearly ſpent, he lay down, 


B RD while 


0 — s 
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5 


1 8 5 
5 while Rof and Tomſon gathered pleces of | 

ſhelving i ice, which they placed round him, 
as a/ barricade againſt the weather. They 


bad a piece of ſugar left, and half of i it was 
all they ſubſiſted on x that day. 


"ter the 12th. T ye it was very 
warm all the day, yet it was very difagree- 
able, as it blew very hard from the N.E. 
and much ſnow fell, which cauſed it to 
drift much during both the day and night. 
The piece of ice they were upon had 
grounded before day- break; and when the 
flood made, the water began to come upon it, 
| fo that they were obliged to call upon Farrant 
to riſe; but death had freed the poor man from 
kis troubles. Roſs and Tomſon continued on 
or near the fame. piece until the water had 
fallen away. While they fat weeping by 
the corps, a ſeal came upon the ice; it 
did not meddle with the body, but looked 
very ſtedfaſtly on them; Tomſon deſired 
Roſs to ſhoot it, but he refuſed, ſaying, 
« I myſelf may ſoon be dead.” They af- 
terwards went from piece to piece, but the 
weather being thick, LORE: TOE not what 


Au 


* : 1 


5 


. 4 19 95 | 
_ courſe. to ks. The ſugar which . 


was their food this day, and now their l | 
bn Ds 3 7 Rn "4 


ſtill continued from N. to N. N. W. with 
_ thick drifting weather; the morning was _ 
5 mild, but as night approached it grew very 9 
| ſharp and cold. Tomſon and Roſs walked | 
again amongſt the rough ice. The hands of 
the former were ſwelled to ſuch a fize, that 
even with the aſſiſtance of his comrade, he 
could not force them into his mittens ; his 
face was alſo much tumified, and he became 
delirious; for on Roſs telling him, that in 
two days they would reach the Factory, he 
anſwered, what , naming a village in 
the Orkneys, to mhich he belonged. The | 
flood confined, them to the fame piece of 
ice, and here poor Tomſon died, juſt as 
the moon ſunk below the ain, 


Monday the 13th. A Ki ab a ad of | 
D | 
| 
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Tueſday i! the WY The . was nice 
abated, but the cold increaſed, and though 
very rimy, yet the fun ſhone early in the 
morning. The water flowed upon the i ice 


3 2 - -- - that 


that Roſs remained on, and ſoon ate! it drove : 
12S a large piece over Tomſon's body, upon 
EY which Roſs with difficulty got. The ebb 
running out, and the ſun becoming viſible, 
he directed his courſe by it, and after walking 
all the day over the rough ice, he reached 
the ſhore at the back of the Factory Iſland, 
wulere a path is cut ſtrait, from high water 
mark, to the Factory. The unfortunate 
MY man imagining himſelf on the eaſtern ſhore, 
= idee this opening for ſome river or 
cCdreek on that coaſt, fo walked up till tie 
came to a place which he remembered. = 
Here he found his miſtake, and returning 
back imtnediately, ſtruck into a ti ight path. 
He now broke down ſome ſticks, and en- 
dleavoured to kindle. a fire, but without ef. 
* "fe. In this attempt he froze his fingers; 
he had benumbed them before in exchang- 
ing mittens and aſſiſting Tomſon: his feet 
| were likewiſe benumbed before he reached 
di ſhore. This night he lay on a few 
_—— 4 he bad broken down for that pur- 
| poſe. ; 


* 


Wedneſday 


#/ 


| Wedneſday the 1 Ry The weather this 
; day was very moderate. | He ſet out for the 
Factory, but his extreme weakneſs made 
him fall ſeveral times, which filled his 
mittens with ſnow, and froze his, fingers, 
- folid. Though the diſtance was no more. 


| than four miles at fartheſt, it was ſeven 


0 clock in the evening when he arrived at 
the gates, where he fired his gun off to 
make himſelf heard. The extremity of his 
noſe was frozen, but he was perfectly ſen- 
ſible on his arrival: One of the dogs came 
home with him, having ft ſtaid by him all the 
| time. | : 
The 3 for Churchill went from the 
F actory but the day before; had the fac · 
torymen but followed the track of theſe 
natives, all then would have been well; | 
but the decrees of Providence are unſearch- 
able. The other dog was lightly wounded | 
| by a ſetting gun on the eaſtern ſhore. Poor 
Tomſon declared the day before his death, ; 
that he could have lived much longer had 
be had en to ea eat. 
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The unfortunate ſurvivor was obliged to 
ſuffer amputation on moſt of his fingers 


and toes, and his noſe was much muti- 


lated. But Mr. Hutchins, who was then 
ſargeon at York Fort, effected a fine cute by 
pfreſerving him; and the man now lives com- ; 
' fortably in Orkney, the place of his nativity. 
On hearing of his misfortune, a ſubſcrip- 
tion was ſet on foot for his ſupport at every 
plage in the Company's ſettlements. The 
people liberally contributed according to 
their ſeveral abilities; and the Company, 
actuated by the laudable example ſet by 


their ſervants, allowed him an W of 5 
20l. for life. 


* i 
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Before I leave the ſubject of this "PLE 5 
tunate man, I cannot help remarking, that 
his ingratitude was conſpicuous to a great 
degree; notwithftanding his mates in the 
Factory, chiefly his oor countrymen, af- 
fected by his misfortunes, had ſo liberally | 
contributed towards his upport, he had not 
the ſenſibility to thank any one of them b 
for their humanity, though the greateſt 5 
part of his benefactors had no more than 
e. . 1 
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In the coldeſt 1 the ata is the | 
mot} ſerene. Throughout the day the air is * 
98 generally filled with icy particles, which are 
| ſmall beyond conception; theſe are driven 
about in the direction of the wind, and ” 
adhere to every thing which happens to be 
in the way of their progreſs. In the evening 
the ſtars begin to ſhine with refulgent 
luſtre ; and the contemplative mind * 
: truck with reverence and awe, to ſee the 
Aurora Borealis darting with inconceivable | 
velocity to all parts of the heavens. Very 
few winter nights paſs in Hudſon's Bay, 
without this phznomenon making its ap- 
pearance; ſometimes the irradiations are ſeen 
of a very bright red, at other times of a pale 
milky colour, undulating with every beau- 
tu it is poſſible to conceive or deforibes. ; 


"+ M 


In the winter ſeaſon, it . hap- 
pens that the air is fo full of watery va- 
pours, that the ſun will be obſcured „ 
ſeveral weeks together. This is oecaſioned 85 
by the rime, which. aſcends from the open ſea 
water, and being condenſed by the cold, is 
driven by the wind to a conſidera dif- 
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tance.” 1 hate ſeen the trees, Kc. fifty 


miles off to > leeward, covered over 5/208 it. 


During the cold ſens Seats; in Abe 
winter, innumerable ſtars ſhine forth with 
inconceivable brilliancy and, added to 


the beautiful appearance of the moon, 
make a moſt. reverential and ſplendid ap- 
pearance ;/ Parhelia likewife become vi- 


fible, which is a ſure indication of intenſe 
cold; and Paraſelenes or mock moons ap- 


pear, when the vapours ariſing ſrom open 
water. become condenſed wy the froſt. | 


«4 


* The boi at Churchill Fort, which lies | 


in lat. 59 deg. oo min. is generally rocky 
near the ſea coaſts, very dry, and bare of 


5 vegetables. There are no woods within 
ſeven miles of the ſhore, and conſequently, 


the F. actory is much expoſed to the incle- 


mency of the weather, eſpecially in the 
winter ſeaſon. The woods here are conſider- 


ably ſmaller than at York Fort; the trees of 


which they conſiſt are junipers, ' pines, pop- | 
lars, and willows, but ſo inſignificantly 
wall, chat it is wih ſome difficulty the 5 


winter s | 
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5 "winter I A} is oiorured for the Fac- 3 
tory; and the farther the traveller proceeds 
to the Northward, the barer he will find | 
the earth of every kind of vegetable. The 
inhabitants likewiſe become fewer; till at 
length not the leaſt herb is to be ſeen, nor 
any trace of human ſteps obſerved, in the 
frigid waſte. At Churchill the winters are 
very long, and the cold intenſely ſevere. 5 
About the latter end of October, the 
ſhortening of the days, the coldneſs of the 
weather, and other indications, proclaim 
the proximity of winter; and from that time 
to the middle of May, this part of the 
world is buried in froſt and ſnow. During 
this period, the utmoſt precaution is fre- 
quently ineffectual to repel the ſeverity 
of the ſeaſon. Many kinds of birds and 
5 animals become white; and ſeveral perſons 
have unfortunately loſt their lives i in travel 
ling over theſe unhoſpitable regions. Not- 


withſtanding all this, when the genial rays 

of the ſun begin to extend to theſe parts of 
the globe, vegetation is exceedingly quick. 
I he trees ſhoot up with ſurprizing cele- 
Fix, and the 1 pools Are ſoon able 
to 
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to gather the produce of a little garden 
| tuft. put into the . about * 
© N of F hass. . 

| hh this 8 may be ſaid of the c- 
mate of Vork Fort, excepting that diffe- 
rence to be expected from a more ſoutherly 


situation. The ſun riſes on the ſhorteſt day | 


at 8h. 48m. 12ſec. Very little can be ſaid in 
commendation of the ſoil at the Com- 


- pany's northerly ſettlements. It is of ſo 
looſe and clayey a nature, that the banks 


of the river are continually falling down 
through inundations and deluges; and it 
is very unfit for agriculture, even if the 
climate would admit of it. A tolerable 
quantity of creſles, radiſhes, lettuces, and 


cabbages, may, however, be procured, 


. 
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. 15 preſent to the ah a fine Pale of tall 


with proper cultivation; and, in a favour- 
able ſeaſon, even peaſe and beans ; bur 
theſe ſo ſeldom come to any perfection, 
chat chey are eſteemed a kind of e 


The. face: of the country 18 3 85 i 


3 and at a little diſtance off, ſeems | 


pines 


. 1 


W ard 1 een ; but upon a nearer ap- 
proach vou find yourſelf moſt eee 
deceived. The pine trees, which are of - 
different kinds, are but ſmall ; near the ſea- 
coaſts they generally run knotty, and are 
unfit to be uſed in the ſtructure of good 


buildings. The ſame may be faid of tge 


Juniper. , ee in the ſame ſitua- 
tion. | 


© —_— 


But on leaving the marſhy 88 and 
retiting inland to the ſouthward, the trees 
are of a more ſtately growth ; and about 
Mooſe-and Albany Forts, they are found 
of all diameters. Here the climate is much 
more temperate than at York Fort and | 
Churchill Settlement. "Potatoes, turnips, 
and almoſt every ſpecies of kitchen garden 
ſtuff, are reared with facility; and no doubt 
corn might be cultivated, if the lords of 
the ſoil had patriotiſm enou gh to make this 
extenſive country. of any ſervice to Great- 
Britain. But it has been an invariable 
maxim with them for many years paſt, to 
damp every laudable endeavour in their ſer- 
yants, _ — tend to make theſe coun- 
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| tries generally beneficial to the Mother 
Country. This conduct will ap 
: extraordinary - to. thoſe, - 5 who. are unac- th 
quainted with the ſelf-intereſted views of 
the Company. They imagine, that if it 
was known to the nation, that the lands 
they poſſeſs were capable of cultivation, it 
might induce individuals to enquire. into 
their right to an excluſive charter; it is 
therefore their buſineſs to repreſent it in 
the worſt light poſſible, to diſcourage an 
inquiry, which would ſhake the founda- | 
tion of their beloved monopoly. 15 


* 


But to return. Throughout the eas i | 


| te ſouthward the ground is covered witha very 


thick moſs, among which grow various kinds 
of ſmall ſhrubs, bearing fruit, ſuch as gooſe- 
berries, currants, ftrawberries, raſberries, 
cranberries, with many others too tedious 
to mention. A herb, which the natives 
8 call Wee fuc a pucka, grows very plentiful * 
in all parts of the country. The Indians 
make uſe of it by way of medicine; it 
: makes a very agreeable tea, and is much 


: 00 here both by e and natives, ; 
not 


; 
\ 
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not 0 for its pleaſant flavour, | but for 
: its falutary effects. Its virtues are many; 
it is an aromatic, very ſerviceable in rheu- 
| matic caſes, ſtrengthens the ſtomach, re- 
lieves the head, and alſo promotes perſpi- 
tation.  Outwardly,” it is applied to gan- 
e contuſions, and excoriations ; in 
the latter caſe the powder i is made uſe of. 
Another herb of much utility to the na- 
tives grows likewiſe here; this they call 


Jacł -aſh a puck. They mix it with their 
tobacco to reduce its ſtrength. 


The Anas; [6 ieee, E e. of the Indians. 


_ Having given a brief account of the: 


climate, ſoil, &c. of the country, it will 
not be unſeaſonable to ſay ſomething of the 
people who inhabit it. The Hudſon's Bay 
Indians were originally tall, properly pro- 
portioned, ſtrongly made, and of as manly 
an appearance as any people whatever. 
This, however, was before their commerce 
with Europeans had enervated and debaſed 
_ their minds and bodies, by introducing ſpi- 
 Fituous 7 55 among them, and habĩtu- 

3 5 ating 


I, 5 30 3 . 
0 ating . to ſevere contin of drinking. 
They are naturally much addicted to this 
fatal cuſtom; but when it is encouraged 
and enforced by thoſe who call themſelves an 


enlightened people, it certainly i is not only | 


blameable, but highly criminal. Were 
common ſenſe but made uſe of to direct 
the conduct of thoſe who are benefited by 
the trade carried on with the Indians, ſelf- 
Intereſt and good policy would teach them 
to diſcourage, as much as poſſible, a habit 
o prejudicial to them, and fatally deſtructive 
to theſe miſerable people. They are gene- 
rally of a benevolent diſpoſition, and eaſy 
to be perſuaded by perſons who underſtand 
their language; but as a moſt unconſcionable 
gain is got by trading in ſpirits with them, it 
is not to be ſuppoſed the factors will ever 
be induced to put a ſtop to this unchriſtian 
practice. An Indian will barter away all 
his furs, nay even leave himſelf without a 
rag to cover his nakedneſs, in exchange for 
that vile unwholeſome ſtuff, called Engliſh oy 
| brandy. If by ſuch exceſſive intoxication 
they only irreparably injured their own con- 
Ritutions, and debilitated their race, the 
; | Ronen. 


2 CT a 


1 m4 ==; 
con a thou gh pernic ious, would not 
be ſo dreadful as they uſually are ; but "Sh 


ring their intoxication not only freſh quar- 


rels enſue, old grievances are alſo renewed, Ps 


and -death is frequently the conſequence ob IT, 
former bickerings, which but for this ſtimu- * WM 


ator had been buried in oblivion. "of 


* 
4 


The following engel auküntgs of the 
© baneful effects of theſe poiſonous diſtilla- 


tions, happened, among many others, un- 


der my own knowledge. Exceſs of liquor 
frequently makes Europeans merry and gay; 


but with the Indian it has a contrary effect: 
at this time he recollects his departed friends 
and relations; he laments their death very 
Pee with tears; and if near the 


graves of any of them, will ſometimes run out 
and weep at them. Others again will 


join in chorus in a ſong, although unable 


to hold up their heads; and it is not un- 


common for them to roll about the tent 


in a fit of frenzy, and frequently into the 


fire. On theſe occaſions ſome quarrel 18 


ſure to take place, and ſome ancient diſ- 


en is revived. TROY: ſometime have 
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T 5 
the precaution to order the. women to re- 
move all offenſive weapons out of the tent ; 
but as they cannot part with their teeth, 
it is not unuſual to ſee ſome of them the 
next en Wü without a noſe. Sometimes 
they come off with the loſs of an ear, or 
joint of a finger. In theſe affrays no regard 


a paid to relationſhip, brothers and ſiſters 
often engaging each. other. After one of 


theſe rencounters, an Indian entered the 


Fort one morning. and deſired to be ad- 
mitted to the ſurgeon; as ſoon as he got 
into his apartment, he ſaluted him in broken 
Engliſh with Look here, man, here my 
noſe,” at the ſame time holding! out his 
hand, with half his noſe in it, which he 
wanted the ſurgeon to put on again, for 
they have a great opinion of the faculty. . 
The man's nephew, it ſeems, had bit it 


off, and he declared, that he felt no pain, 


nor was nſible of his loſs, till awaking 


the next morning he found the picce ming 
ay his de. | 


1 


A 6 years fince, a party of Indians | 
came down to trade, and the firſt day of 
their 


teams 


protruding through the wound, as large as 


a man's hand, at each reſpiration. A tent : 


was pitched for him within the Factory 


works, and every aſſiſtance was given him 
by the Engliſh, but he died on the fifteenth 


At another time three Indian men were 
ſent with a packet from York Fort to 


Churchill River. The firſt thing to be done 
after they arrived at the place of deſtination, | 
was, as uſual, to get dead drunk. There 


5 happened to be an Indian here; who had 
formerly borne ſome animoſity to one of 
theſe packet-men, but which had never 


been thought of when reaſon poſſeſſed t the 


E  fenſes: . 


| their RY as their lovariable custom is; 4 
got drunk. In this ſtate of inebriation; - 
as two of them were ſtruggling together; 
one of them finding that he could not diſ— 
engage himſelf from his antagoniſt, ſnatched 
a bayonet out of its caſe, and ſtabbed him 
in the breaſt. On hearing a noiſe, ſome. 
perſons went into the tent to learn the 

_ cauſe; when they found the unhappy 
man in a moſt deſperate ſtate, his lungs 
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ſenſes: the A0 of the an however, 


revived, with peculiar acrimony, the revenge 


which lay buried in his boſom. After diſ- 
courſing together for ſome time, and irri- 
tating each other with bitter retorts, the 


man who ſuppoſed himſelf injured went 


into the Factory, and procured a bayonet 
from the Governor, with which he very 


ſoon put a period to the exiſtence of his 
unhappy adverſary. The deceaſed lelt a 


wife and eight children. 


11 could recount upwards of . forty in- 


ſtances of a ſimilar kind, which occurred to 
me whilſt I was in Hudſon's Bay, where 
revenge, and deſtruction, marked the 


ſteps of the drunken ſavage ; but the above 


_ inſtances will ſufficiently ſhew the iniquity 


and evil tendency of ſupplying the Indians 


with ſpirituous liquors, and encouraging 


the immoderate uſe of them. By this dia- 
bolical commerce the country is impover- be: 
iſhed of inhabitants, the trade of courſe 2 
imperceptibly declines, and this extenſive 

ſettlement is in a great meaſure | prevented, 
EEE ß from 
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from rivalling many of our te foreign 


eſtabliſhments. 5 


* 


. 


The natives of H udſon' 8 * are 4 3 


of a middle ſize, of a copper complexion, 


their features regular and agreeable, and 
few diſtorted or deformed Perſons are ſeen 
among them. When young they have ex; 
ceſſive large bellies, which is to be attri- 
buted to the enormous quantity of food 
they devour; but as they grow towards 


puberty this part decreaſes to a common 


ſize. Their conſtitutions are ſtrong and 


healthy, and their diſorders few; the chief 

of theſe is the dyſentery, and a violent pain 

in the breaſt, which the Engliſh call the 
Country Diſtemper. The latter is ſuppoſed 


to proceed from the cold air being drawn 
into the lungs ; which impeding the veſ- 


ſels from ſpreading throughout that organ, 
hinders the circulation, and renders re- 
ſpiration extremely painful and difficillt 3 
yet I never heard of any dying of it. The 


venereal diſeaſe is alſo very common among 


them, but the ſymptoms are much milder 


than in Europe, perhaps owing to their 


at ; det, 


* 


| ( 36 1 . 
dt, nch ig veud: of. ſpices," or falt, and 
of ſpirituous liquors, when from the Factory. 

They ſeldom live to a ere age, but enjoy 


| aq pan to > the laſt. 
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"iſa cheir + Giſpolitions eye are ns b afuble, 2 
and good-natured, when ſober ; but when 
intoxicated they are loſt to every ſocial 


quality, and diſcover the greateſt propenſity 
to qusrrelling, theft, and the worſt of 


characters, we find them: kind, courteous, 
and benevolent to each other, relieving the 


Wants and neceſſities of their diſtreſſed bre- 
thren with the greateſt good- nature, either 


by counſel, food, or cloathing. The; good 
effects of this excellent diſpoſition are fre- 


to the verge of extremity, he ſecures for 


| himſelf a return of kindneſs, ſhould he 


experience that vicifſitude. On the other 
hand, they are fly, cunning, and artful to 


"0 -great degree ; they glory in every ſpecies | 


of 1 and artifice, E when the 
ü e ES oh theft 


vices. When we view the fair fide of their - 


quently: experienced by themſelves ; for, as 
in their mode of Hfe no one knows how 


ſoon it may be his own fate to be reduced 


| 


05 n 
theft or enen has been FA well executed 
as to. eſcape detection. Their love to their 
offspring is carried to a very great height. 
From the ſtate of childhood to maturity 
they ſeldom or never correct their children, 
alledging, that when they grow up they 

will know better of themſelves. Neither 
is this indulgence made a bad uſe of when 
2 ſucceeds the irregularities of youth; 
on the contrary, ſentiments of reverence, 
gratitude, and love, link their affections to 
the authors of their being; 7 and they ſeldom 
fail to give the utmoſt aſſiſtance to their 
aged parents whenever their i imbecility 1 re- 
Fs} Fc | 


* 12 
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Wich 808 to F e a 
ties, they are almoſt without exception 
great walkers; they patiently endure cold, 
hunger, and fatigue; and bear all mis- 
fortunes with admirable fortitude and re- 
ſignation, which enables them bravely to 
encounter the proſpect. of ill, and renders 
| the mind ſerene under the preflure of ad- 
verſity... As their country abounds with 
innumerable herds of deer, elks, 8 buf- 
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faloes, ; they frequently make great ſlaughter 
among them; and upon theſe occaſions 
they have no regard to futurity, or pro- 
viding for an unſucceſsful day. Whether 
they happen to be pining under the graſp 
of pinching neceſſity, wok joying themſelves 


in all the happineſs of health and plenty, 
they kill all they can, having an incontro- 


vertible maxim among them, which is, 


* the more they kill, the more they have 
to kill; 5 and this opinion, though dia- - 


7 metrically oppoſite to reaſon or common 


ſenſe, is as pertinaciouſly held by them, as his 
tenets are by the moſt bi gotted enthuſiaſt, 


Indeed, they tbo frequently find it to their 
coſt to be grounded on folly, as they ſome- 
. times ſuffer extreme hunger through it; nay, 


many have been ſtarved to death, and others 


have been reduced to the fad neceſli ty of de. | 


vouring their own offepring g. 


As a great part of is FaQory un 


: conſiſts of geeſe killed by the Indians, the 
_ Engliſh ſupply them with powder and ſhot 


for this purpoſe, allowing. them the value 
of a beayer ſkin for every. ten geeſe they 
kill; 


4 
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115 nn after the Indian has got 
this ſupply, he ſets off from his tent early 
in the morning into the marſhes, where he 

ſets himſelf down, with a degree of pa- 

tience difficult to be imitated, and being 
| ſheltered by a few willows, waits for the 
geeſe. They ſhoot them flying, and are ſo 
very dexterous at this ſport, that a good hun- | 
ter will kill, in times of plenty, fifty or ſixty 
in a day. Few Europeans are able to endure 
cold, fatigue, hunger, or adverſity in any 
- ſhape, with an equal degree of magnanimity 
and compoſure to that which is familiar to 
the natives of this country. After being out 


7 a whole day on a hunt, expoſed to the 


| bleakeſt winds and moſt penetrating cold, - 
and that without the leaſt thing to ſatisfy) 

the calls of nature, an Indian comes home, 
warms himſelf at the fire, ſmoaks a few 
pipes of tobacco, and then retires to reſt, 
as calm as if in the midſt of plenty; but 8 
if he happens to have a family. he cannot 
always boaſt of this equanimity; when re- 
: duced to extremity, his affection for them 

predominates over his iſ if it 


SED OY 40 5 
might bb: ſo called, and it hn may to * 
& af * gent ſorrow. 


9 8 blind pag unconquerable e "OW 5 
5 bears 2 principal ſhare in the character of 
theſe unpoliſhed Indians. By this he is in- 
duced to impute every occurrence of his life 
to ſupernatural cauſes, His good or bad 

ſucceſs in hunting, the welfare of his friends 


and family, his duration in this mortal tate, 


&c. all depend upon the capricious will and 
pleaſure of ſome inviſible agent, whom he 
ſuppoſes to preſide over all his undertakings: 
for inſtance, one man will invoke a con- 
| ſpicuous ſtar, another a wolf, one a bear, 
and another a particular tree; which he | 


_ imagines influences his god or ill fortune ; 
in this life. | 


MA 


| 010 the ſpring of 1779, ok Indians, who 
were employed in the vicinity of Vork 
Fort in the gooſe hunt, were ſo influenced 
by theſe ſuperſtitious ideas, that they be- 
lieved the Devil, with hideous howlings, 
| frequented. their tent every night. They 
came to the r mou dejected, and 

told 


/ . 


7 * 


| old the Cm a lamentable tale, ſetting : A 
| forth, with pathetie energy, the diſtreſſes 3 
they were expoſed to from this viſitation 
of the Father of Iniquity. So overcome 
were they by their apprehenſions, that they _ 
kept large fires continually burning all 7 
night, and ſleeping only in the day-time, 
One of them declared that he had fired his 15 
gun at him, but unluckily miſſed him. He 
' deſcribed him to be of human ſhape, going 
about with cloaths, and taking prodigious 
ſtrides over the ſnow. The Indians be- 
lieved that he came in queſt of ſome of 
their families, a part of which muſt be 
ſacrificed to aſſuage his anger. A little 
brandy, however, properly applied, had a 
wonderful effect; for after going through. 
a @ courſe of enebriation for two days, all the 
fears that the Devil had occaſioned were en- 
tirely diſſipated. It proved afterwards, that 
the formidable enemy that had cauſed 
ſuch a panic among them, was nothing 
more than a night owl, which had 
frequented this place. This bird, by the 
ſhrieks and diſmal noiſe which he makes in 


the night, requently cauſes ſuch apprehen- 
fions 


1 p 
% 


- . 5 
fions in the minds of the Indians, that it 
Works upon their imaginations to ſuch a de- 
gree, as to induce them to believe the Devil 
is really and r preſent. 
0 8 

ö Elulive of theſe ſuperſtitious ideas, the 
religious ſentiments of theſe people, though 
confuſed, are in many reſpects juſt. They 
allow that there is a good Being, and they 
ſometimes ſing to him; but not out of fear 


or adoration, for he is too good, they ſay, to 
hurt them. He is called Kitch-e-man=e-to, 


or the Great Chief. They further ſay, 
there is an evil Being, who is always 
plaguing them; they call him Whit-ti-co. | 
Of him they are very much in fear, and 
ſeldom eat any thing, or drink any brandy, 
without throwing ſome into the fire for 
 Whit-ti-co. If any misfortune befals them, 
they ſing to him, imploring his mercy; and 
when in health and proſperity do the ſame; 
to keep him in good humour. Yet, though 
obſequiqus ſometimes , at others they are 
angry with him, eſpecially when in liquor; 
they then run out of their tents, and fire their 
guns in order to kill him. They frequently 
Feinde 


A 4 


perſuade themſelves that they ſee his track in 
the moſs or ſnow, and he is generally de- 


ſcribed. in the moſt hideous forms. They 


believe that both the good and the bad Being : 
have many ſervants ; thoſe of the former in- 


habiting the air, but thoſe of the latter 
walking on the earth. They have likewiſe 
an opinion that this country was once over- 


flowed; an opinion founded on meeting 


with many ſea ſhells far inland, 


d. 


| They VOPR no manner of government or | 


ſubordination. The father, or head of a fa- 
mily, owns no ſuperior, nor obeys any com- 
mand. He gives his advice or opinion of 
things, but at the ſame time has no au- 
thority to enforce obedience: the youth of 
his family follow his directions, but rather 


from filial affection or reverence, than in 


conſequence of any duty exacted by a ſu- 
perior. When ſeveral tents or families meet 
to go to war, or to the F actories to trade, 
they chooſe a leader, but it is only volun- 
tary obedience they Pay to the leader ſo 
choſen; eyery one is at liberty to leave 
bim when he pleaſes, and the notion of a 
5 ; commander 


(144 3 


| commander” is s quite obliterated as ſoon as 
the voyage is over. Merit alone gives the 
title to diſtinction; 3 and the poſſeſſion of 
qualities that are held in eſteem is the only 
method to obtain reſpect. Thus : a perſon 
who is an experienced hunter; one Who 
knows the communication between the 
lakes and rivers 3 one who can make 
long harangues ; ; Is. « conjurer ; or if he 
has a family; ſuch a man will not fail 
of being followed by ſeveral Indians, when 
they happen to be out in large parties; they 
likewiſe follow him down to trade at the 
| ſettlements : he is, however, obliged to ſe- 
cure their attendance upon this occaſion by 
promiſes and rewards, as the Tegard paid to 
his abilities is of too weak a. nature to 
-command ſubjection. In war a mutual re- 
ſentment againſt their enemies forms their 
union for perpetratin 8 their revenge. Per- 
ſonal courage, patience under hardſhi ps, 
and 2 knowledge of the manners and 
country of their adverſaries, are the quali- 


\fications ſought after in the choice of a 
leader. They follow him, whom they | 


have thus choſen, with fidelity, and exe- ö 
cute his Fes ay alacrity; but their | 


obedience | 


Cas 


eas d oes not proceed from any Ant 
in the leader 


to command, it is ſolely found- 


ed on His merit, on the affection of his fol- 


lowers, and their deſire of ſubduing their 


enemies. Theſe: ſentiments actuate every 

breaſt, and augment the union; while in 

more civilized nations ſuch a compact is ef- 
fected by nn to the laws of e : 


ment. 


« 7 
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Goats years PW the PR being 


m that the Indians frequently brought 


fine. pieces of copper to their ſettlements on 


Churchill River, they took it into conſide- 


ration, and appointed a perſon, with proper 6 


aſſiſtants, to ſurvey and examine the river 


where this valuable acquiſition was ſuppoſed 
to be concealed. The perſon employed in 


this buſineſs gives the following account 
of his expedition, which will deſeribe the 


Indian method of going to war. T heſe 
are his words: In 62 deg. 57 min. N. 
7 latitude, and 18 W. longitude, from 
cc Churchill River, is where we built our 


** Canoes in 1771; there many Northern 
« Indians joined us, and finding we Were 
= intended 


»/ 


7 

* 
x 4 
FREE 


LED ( « * 

* intended for the copper mine river, FIR 
_ * ſummer, between 70 and 80 ſtout fellows = 
4 agreed to accompany us, with no _ 

< intent than to kill the Eſquimaux. I uſed 
my beſt endeavours to perſuade'them from 
« this deſign, but to no purpoſe; for, in- 
_ © ſtead of my advice having the deſired ef- 
t fect, they imputed it to cowardice. That 
being a character I always deſpiſed, I was 
« obliged to ſum up my beſt endeavours, to 
« retrieve my then fading honour; and told 
them, Icared not if they made the name 
* of an Eſquimaux extinct, and though I 
* was no enemy to them, yet if I found it 
* neceſlary for my own. fafety, or for the 


« ſafety of thoſe who were with me, that 


f ſhould not be afraid of an Eſquimaux. 
*« This declaration cauſed great ſhouts of 
* ſatisfaction. They then began to prepare 
their targets, or ſhields, as ſoon as poſ- 
26 ſible. Their targets are made of boards 
« three feet long, two broad, and 3-4ths 
of an inch thick, and ſo flung on the left 

arm, as to be of no hindrance in loading 
v and firing their guns. Our war imple- 

* ments being all ready, we ſet out on our 
"” — \ 


- 


SIE: 


(oe) : 


cc expedition, and. by the 21ſt June, were 
4% in lat. 68 deg. 54 min. N. and 22 deg. 
« 21 min. W. from Churchill. Here we 
92 agreed to leave all the women, and every 
other incumbrance. Accordingly, after 
« ſtaying a few days to kill as many deer and 
40 buffaloes as would ſerve them till our re- 
turn, we proceeded again, and arri ved At 
<« the copper river on the 143th July; and, 
as I found afterwards, about 40 miles 
ce from it's entrance. On our arrival, the 
« Indians diſpatched three men before, as 
« ſpies, to ſee if any Eſquimaux were tent- 
< ing about the river. On the 15th of the | 
* fame month, as I was continuing my 
e ſurvey towards the mouth of the river, 
s we met the three ſpies above-mentioned, 
ho informed us of five tents of Eſqui- 
ee maux being on the Weſt fide of the 
< river, and by their compariſon of. the 
« diſtance, I judged it to be about twelve 
© miles off. On their receiving this news, 
| < they would pay no more attention to my 
e ſurvey; but their whole thoughts were 
immediately engaged in planning the beſt 
< method how to ſteal on them in the night, 


« © and 


ar aſleep. After having 
all their apparatus ready for the enſuing 
< ſlaughter, they began to invoke their dif- 
ferent patronizing agents by the follow- 
* ing fuperſtition. All the men painted 
« the front of their targets, ſome with the 
image of the Sun, others with the Moon, 
< others with different kinds of birds and 
« beaſts of prey, and ſome with the images 
« of. imaginary fairies, which, according 
to their filly imaginations, inhabit the 
tc elements. By ſtrict enquiry into the cauſe 
« of this ſuperſtition, I found that each 
man had the image of that agent painted 
« on his target which he relied on for ſuc- 
« ceſs in the enſuing enterprize. Some | 
* were. contented with a ſingle repreſenta · 
« tjon, while others (doubtful of the qua- 
e lity of any ſingle being) would have their 
i targets covered to the very margin, with 
ria; group of hieroglyphics quite unintelli- 
5 gible. This piece of ſuperſtition being 
«6 compleated, we then began to advance 
% towards the Eſquimaux. The number 
« of our company being ſo far ſuperior to 
* the ** tents of ane portended 
| n 
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t no leſs than a total 1 als kind 
Providence ſhould work a miracle 1 in their 
* fayour. It was about ten o'clock in the morn- 
„ ing, when they made their attack upon their 

« unhappy enemies, whom they found faſt 
te aſleep. In a few minutes the havock was : 
_ * begun, myſelf ſtanding neuter-in the rear: 
be Preſently a ſcene, truly ſhocking, pre- 

1 ſented itſelf to my view; for as the Eſ- 
© quimaux were ſurprized at a time when 
„they thought themſelves in the midſt of 
et ſecurity, they had neither power nor time 
120 to make any reſiſtance. Mien, Women 

% and children ran out of the tents ſtark= 

ec naked; but where could they fly for ſhel- 
cc ter? They ſoon fell a ſacrifice to Indian 

ec « fury. The ſhrieks and x groans of the expir- 
ing were truly horrible; and it was much 
Le jncreaſed by the ſight of a young girl, 
* about 18 years old, whom they killed fo 
s nigh to me, that when the firſt ſpear was 
T {tuck into her, ſhe fell down, and twiſted . 
* herſelf about my legs; ; and it was ſome 
"a,b difficulty for me to diſengage myſelf from 2 
% her dying graſps. As the Indians pur- _ 
te * ſued her, I ſolicited for her life ; but this 

. > _ «was. 5 PR: 
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« was ſo far from being granted, that T was 
© «© not fully aſſured of my own being entirely 

« in ſafety, for offering to ſpeak in her be- 
„ half. When I begged her life, the fellows 
« made no reply, till they had both their. 
« ſpears through her, and fixed into the 
ground. They then looked me ſternly in 
the face, and began to upbraid me, aſk- 
ee ing if I wanted an Eſquimaux wife? at 
« the ſame time paying no regard to the 
« ſhrieks of the poor girl, who was then 
** twining about the ſpears like an cel: in- 
* deed, I was obliged at laſt to requeſt them, 
« to be more expeditious in diſpatching her 
out of her miſery, otherwiſe I ſhould be 
* obliged in pity to affiſt in that friendly 
office, by putting an end to a life ſo mor- 
« tally wounded. The terror of mind 1 
c muſt inevitably be in from ſuch a ſitua- 
« tion, is eaſier to be conceived than de- 
* ſcribed. hen this horrid work was 
6 compleated, we obſerved ſeven more tents 
% on the oppoſite ſide the river. The 4 
* people belonging to them appeared to 

ce be in great confuſion, but did mot 
* offer to make their eſcape. The In- 
4 dians fired many ſhot at them acroſs the 
4. river, 
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de river, but the poor Eſquimaux were ſo 


* unacquainted with the nature of guns, 


- that when the bullets ſtruck the rocks, 


Ys they run in bodies to ſee what was ſent 
« them, and ſeemed curious in examin- 
© ing the pieces of lead they found flat- 
© tened on the rocks, till at laſt one man 


was ſhot through the calf of the leg, 


ie after which they immediately embarked 


in their canoes with their wives and chil- 


« dren, and paddled to a ſhoal in the river. 
„ After the invaders had killed every ſoul 


they could get at, they began breaking by 


« the ſtone kettles and copper work, which 


tc the Eſquimaux make uſe of inſtead of! iron. 
% When this was done, they aſſembled on. 


+ the top of a high hill, calling out Tima, 


cc Tima, by way of derifion to the ſurviv- 


. ing Eſquimaux. We then went up the 
10 river about half a mile, to the place where 


« our tents and baggage were, with an in- 
10 tent to croſs over and plunder the other 


« ſeven tents. - It taking up a conſiderable. 
0 time for all to croſs the 1 river, and being 
<6 entirely under cover of the rocks, the 
be poor Eſquimaux, whom we left on the 


11 * 
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ec ſhoal, thought we were gone about our 
te buſineſs, and had returned to their tents 
< again. * Accordingly, the Indians ran 
„on them, but they having their ca- 
* noes ready, they all embarked, and 
< reached the ſhoal above-mentioned, ex- 
«© cept one man, who, being over attentive 
e in tying up his things, he had no-time to 
ec reach bis canoe, ſo fella ſacrifice to their 
« ſavage ferocity, for they made his body 
% like a ftrainer. After the Indians had 
« plundered theſe tents of every thing | 
« worth their notice, they threw the tent 
e poles* into the river, broke their ſtone 
4 kettles, and did all the damage they could, 
to diſtreſs the poor ſurvivors. ' We found 
en aged woman ſpearing ſalmon a ſhort 
«* diſtance up the river, whom they bar- 
e barouſly butchered, every man having k 
" thruſt at her with his ſpear,” 


Thus finiſhes this Gentlemun' s account 
of the War Expedition of the Indians by 
whom he was accompanied, which furniſhes 
us with no bad idea of the manner in which 
they carry on theſe excurſions, 1 muſt 
here 


Cu 
here obſerve, that his abilities were 
every way adequate to the i important under- 
taking he was engaged in, that of deter- 
mining the truth of a copper- mine eng 
up the country. He was two years in 
ſearch of this valuable repoſitory, which 
no doubt might prove of great conſequence, 
were it ꝓroſecuted with a laudable ſpirit of 
induſtry; but the Company, I muſt again 
repeat, damp every enquiry tending to ex- 
hibit the value of the territories they ex- 


. cluſively enjoy. Their trade, in its preſent 5 


ſtate, is a matter of ſmall conſequenee to 
this nation. Their views are narrow and 
ſelfiſh, and their whole conſtitution is in- 
| veloped in ſecrecy and obſcurity. 


| 'The Indian's method of dividing the time, 
is by numbering the nights elapſed, or to 
| come; thus, if he be aſked how long he 
has been on his journey, he will anſwer, 
« ſo many nights.” From this nocturnal 
diviſion, they proceed to the lunar or monthly 


5 diyiſion, reckoning twelve of theſe in the 


year, all of which are expreſſive of ſome 
remarkable event or appearance, that hap- 
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pens during that revolution of the moon. 
Fo or inſtance; 


January, They call Kee- -ſha-pou- ur- te- 
can- um, by reaſon of the 
intenſe cold found at this / 
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time. 
FEBRUARY, Sha-peſhem, « or the old moon. 
Maxcu, | Mee-Kee- ſu- a- peſhem, or the 
il Eagle- moon ; becauſe theſe 
| | birds viſit their coaſts i in this 
j. . . 
| ſ ArRII, Nis- cau-peſhem, or the Gooſe 
js 4 moon. 
1 = Atheek-a-peſhern, or the F rog 
. moon. 
Jo xx, | Opineou- a- pechem, beckfs 
a moſt birds a are now laying : 
their eggs. 
Jvr x, Opus- cou-a-peſhem, becauſe 
=P. the geeſe are now moulting 
their feathers. _ 


AuGusT, Opo-ho-a-peſhem, becauſe ” 
NM. the birds are now begin- 
=_ to . 


SEPTEM= 
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0 $2PTEMBER, Wuſ-ker-ho- -a-peſhem, becauſe 


the deer are now hy 
their horns, 
OCTOBER, We-ſac-a-peſhem, becauſe it 
. is the Rutting ſeaſon with 
the deer. | 
Nov EMBER, As-kut-ta- te- ſu-a- peſhem, 
, this implies that the rivers | 
are now frozen over. 
DECEMBER, Pou-watch-e-can-a-ſiſh-a-pe- 
ſhem, becauſe the ſeverity 
of the froſt makes the bruſh 
fall from the pine-trees. 


Their method of computing numbers is 
rather abſtruſe, as they reckon; chiefly by 


decades ; as follows Two 


ns, three 
tens, &c. Ten tens, or an hundred tens. 
A few units over or under, are added or ſub- 
tracted. Thus, 32 in their tongue is ex-= _ 
preſſed, by ſaying 3 tens and 2 over 37 
would be expreſſed by ſaying, 3 tens and 7 
over, or 4 tens wanting three. If they 
_ reckon any large number, a ſkin or ſtick is 
laid down for every ten, and afterwards 
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tied in a lte for the aggregate of Ig 
whole. 


Before the Canadian merchants purfued 
the Fur Trade with ſuch diligence as they 
now do through the Lakes, and had pene- 
trated into the interior parts of Hudſon i 
Bay, a great number of Indians uſed an- 
nually to- come down to the Company 8 
Settlements to trade their ſkins. And though 
the Company have now in a great meaſure 
loft the benefit of this lucrative traffic, it 
may not be amiſs to mention the manner 
1n which the Indians proſecute their _—_— 
to the F aclories. 


In is month of March, the Upland . 
Indians aſſemble on the banks of a par- 
ticular river or lake, the nomination of 
which had been agreed on by common con- 


ſent, before they ſeparated for the winter. 
Here they begin to build their canoes, which 
are generally compleated very ſoon after 


the river ice breaks. They then commence 
their yoyage, but without any regularity, 
all ſtrivin gt to be foremoſt ; | becauſe thoſe 

who. 
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| 0 are firſt have the beſt chance of pro- 


curing food. During the voyage, each 
leader canvaſſes, with all manner of art 
and diligence, for people to join his gang; 
influencing ſome by preſents, and others 
by promiſes ; for the more canoes he has 
under his command, the greater he appears | 


at the F aQtory. 


Being come near their journey s end, 
they all put aſhore; the women to go in 
the woods to gather Pine-bruſh for the 
bottom of the tents; while the leaders 
ſmoke together, and regulate the proceſ- 
ſion. This being ſettled, they re-embark, 
and ſoon after arrive at the Factory. If 
there is but one Captain, his ſituation is in 
the center of the canoes; if more, they 
place themſelves on the wings; and their 
| Canoes are diſtinguiſhed by having a ſmall 
flag hoiſted on a ſtick, and 18 in the 
ſtern. 


* hen os arrive within a few hank 
yards of the Fort, they diſcharge their 
ms pieces, to EE the * = 
who, 


„ 


8 r —— — 
i ð Cy oO. — 
PORES 1 ow * ec — 1 
1 


"Th 4 
Uh 
28 
. ; 
"+ } * 
43 v 
? 
yi 
3 7 
F-: F 
.Þ x 
2 I 
I 


6-40 )) - 


who) in- return, ſalute them by firing two 
or three ſmall cannon. The leaders ſeldom 


concern themſelves with taking out the bun- 
dles, but the other men will aſſiſt the wo- 
men. The Factor being informed that the 
Indians are arrived, ſends the trader to in- 


troduce the leaders with their lieutenants, 
who are uſually their eldeſt ſons or neareſt 


relations. Chairs are placed for them to fit 
down on, and pipes, &c. are introduced. 


During the time the leader is ſmoking, he 
 fays very little, but as ſoon as this is over, 
he begins to be more talkative ; and. fixing 
his eyes immoveably on the ground, he tells 


the Factors how many canoes he has brought, 
what Indians he has ſeen, alks how the 
Engliſhmen do, and ſays he is glad to ſee 


them. After this the Governor bids him 


welcome, tells him he has good goods and 


plenty, and that he loves the Indians, and 
will be kind to them. The pipe is by this 


time removed, and the converſation becomes 
free. 


; | During this viſit, the Chief is dreſt out 
at the expence of the F actory i in the follow- 
ing 


5 X 30 ) 
ing manner: : a coarſe cloth coat, either 
red or blue, lined with baize, and having 
regimental cuffs; and a waiſtcoat and 
breeches of baize. T he ſuit is ornamented 
with orris lace. He is alſo preſented with | 
a white or check ſhirt; his ſtockings are 
of yarn, one of them red, the other blue, 
and tied below the knee with worſted 
garters; 3 his Indian ſhoes are ſometimes put 
on, but he frequently walks in his ſtocking- 
feet; his hat is coarſe, and bedecked with 
three oſtrich feathers of various colours, 
and a worſted ſaſh tied round the crown; 
a ſmall filk handkerchief i is tied round his 
neck, and this compleats his dreſs. The 
Lieutenant is alſo preſented with a coat, 
but it has no lining; he is likewiſe pro- 
vided with a ſhirt and a cap, not unlike 
choſe worn 2 by mariners. 


The FREY being now + ea bend 
and prunes are brought and ſet before the 
Captain, of which. he takes care to fill his 
pockets, before they are carried out to be 
ſhared in his tent; a two gallon keg of 
brandy, with yipes and tobacco for him- 
1 


him. He is now conducted from the 
fort to his tent in the following manner: 
In the front a halbard and enſign are car- 
ried; next a drummer beating a march; 


ing the bread, prunes, pipes, tobacco, 
brandy, &c. Then comes the Captain, 
walking quite ere& and ſtately, ſmoaking 
| His pipe, and converſing with the Factor. 
After this follows the Lieutenant, or any 
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alf and 1 are likewiſe ſet before 


then ſeveral of the Factory ſervants bear- 


other friend, who had been admitted into 
the fort with the leader. They find the 


tent ready for their reception, and with clean 


pine. bruſh and beaver coats placed for them 


to ſit on. Here the brandy, &c. is de- 
poſited, and the Chief gives orders to ſome 
reſpectable perſon to make the uſual diſtri- 
bution to his comrades. After this the 


Factor takes his leave, and it is not long 
before they are all intoxicated; when they 
give looſe to every ſpecies of diſorderly ty- 
mult, ſuch as finging, crying, fighting, 


dancing, &c. and fifty to one but ſome 
one is killed before the morning. Such 


Are the. fad effects of the vile compoſi tion 
_-y 
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they are furniſhed with upon theſe occa- 


- 
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After continuing in a ſtate of intoxica- 


tion, bordering on madneſs, for two or 


5 three days, their mental faculties return by 


degrees, and they prepare themſelves for 


renewing the league of friendſhip, by _ 
ſmoaking the calimut. The ceremony of 
* which is as follows: A pipe made of ſtone 


is filled with Brazil tobacco, mixed with 
a herb ſomething like European box. The 


ſtem of the pipe is three or four feet long, 


and decorated with various pieces of lace, 


bears claws, and eagles talons, and like- 
wiſe with variegated feathers, the ſpoils of 


the moſt beauteous of the feathered tribe. 
The pipe being fixed to the ſtem and 


| lighted, the Factor takes it in both his 


hands, and with much gravity riſes from 
his chair, and points the end of the ſtem 
to the Eaſt, or ſun- riſe, then to the Zenith, 


afterwards to the Weſt, and, then perpendi- 


cularly down to the Nadir. After this he 


takes three or four hearty whiffs, and 
having done 1 preſents it to the Indian 


leader, 
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leader, from whom it is carried round to 
the whole party, the women excepted, 
who are not permitted to ſmoak out of the 
ſacred pipe. When it is intirely ſmoaked 
out, the Factor takes it again, and having 
twirled it three or four times over his head, 
lays it deliberately on the table; which 
being done, all the Indians return him 
thanks by a * of ſighing out the word Ho. 


A 


Though the above ceremony 40 uſe of 
by the Indians, in ſmoking the calimut, 
may appear extremely ridiculous and in- 
comprehenſible, yet when we are made 
acquainted with their ideas in this reſpect; 
the apparent abſurdity of the cuſtom will 
vaniſhi By this ceremony they mean to 
ſignify to all perſons concerned, that whilſt 
the ſun ſhall viſit the different parts of the 


world, and make day and night ; peace, 
firm friendſhip, and brotherly love; ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed between the Englith and their 
country, and the fame on their part. By 
twirling the pipe over the head, they 
further intend to imply, that all perſons of 
the two. nations; whereſover they may be, 
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5 mall bas included in the ehdltigß ant 
| brotherhood, now concluded or renewed. 


After this ceremony is over, and a further 
gratification of bread, prunes, &c. is pre- 
ſented, the leader makes a ſpeech, gene- 
rally to the W n 55 


0 You told me laſt year to JEN many 
& Indians to trade, which I promiſed to 
« do; you ſee I have not lied; here are a 
te great many young men come with me; 
« uſe them kindly, I fay ; let them trade 
good goods; let them trade good goods, 
I ſay! We lived hard laſt winter and 


* 


« and bad; being ſhort meaſure and bad, 
J fay! Tell your ſervants to fill the 
& meaſure, and not to put their thumbs. 
within the brim; take pity on us, take 

« pity on us, I ſay! We paddle a long way 
to ſee you; we love the Engliſh. Let 
« us trade good black tobacco, moiſt and 
« hard twiſted ; let us ſee it before it is 
opened. Take pity on us; take pity on 
© us; I ſay! The guns are bad, let us 

4 de trade 


&* hungry, the powder being ſhort meaſure 


1 64 of TY 
« ante light guns, fmall in the hand, and 
- © well ſhaped, with locks that will not 
18 freeze in the winter, and red gun caſes. 
Let the young men have more than 
* meaſure of tobacco; cheap kettles, thick 
s and high. Give us good meaſure of 
te cloth; let us ſee the old meaſure; do 
* you mind me? The young men loves 
* you, by coming fo far to ſee you; take 
Ec pity, ; take pity, 5 1 ſay 3 and give them 
* good goods; they like to dreſs ind be 
« fine. Do you underſtand me? 


2" 


As ſoon as the Captain has finiſhed his 
ſpeech, he, with his followers, proceed to 
look at the guns and tobacco; the former 
they examine with the moſt minute atten- 
tion. When this is over they trade their 
furs promiſcuouſſy; the leader being fo far 
indulged, as to be admitted into the trading 
room all the time, if he defires it. 55 


The veinoipel things neceſſary fin the 85. 
port of an Indian and his family, and which 
they uſually trade for, are the following: a 
gun, a hatchet, an ice chizel, Brazil tobacco, 
knives, | 95 
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* files, flints, powder Fey tha 6 


powder horn, a bayonet, a kettle, cloth, : 
beads, and the * - 


2 


" it 3 1 = che Tu AD Mr 
. Hupson' s Bay, with the Method pur- | 
= fed 7 the Con PANY in carrying it * | 


TH E firſt „ procured a charter 
0 5 King Charles the Second, for an ex- 
- cluſive trade to theſe countries, which i 18 
dated May 2, 1670. Prince Rupert Was 
their firſt Governor; ; the Duke of Albe- 
marle, Lord Craven, Lord Arlington, and 
| ſeveral other noble perſonages, conſtituted 
the firſt committee. The tenor of this 
charter is as full, ample, and comprehen= 
ſive, as words can well make it; and, as 
if they ſuſpected the intruſion of ſome ad- 
venturers on their territories, to participate 
in this valuable trade, the moſt ſevere pe- 
nalties, with forfeiture of property, are 
laid on all thoſe, who ſhall haunt, fre- 

quent, or trade upon their coaſts ; \ how 

ba kk 


6666) 


far thiir rates have been entitte” t 


- - theſe excluſive immunities, or how far 


their confined manner of carrying on the 
trade has proved beneficial to the country, 


1 ſhall endeavour to point out; hambly ſub- 


mitting the obſervations 1 ſhall make, to 
the Sandor and 3 of * readers. 


The gelt ener to theſe parts ako | . 
principles much more laudable and benevo- 
lent, than their ſucceſſors ſeem to have 

been actuated by. From ſeveral letters 
which 1 have read of an early date, they ap- 
pear to have had the good of the country at 
heart; and to have endeavoured by every 
equitable means, to render their commerce 
profitable to the mother country. Their 
inſtructions to their factors were full of 
ſentiments of Chriſtianity, and contained 
directions for their uſing every means in 
their power, to reclaim the uncivilized In- 
dians from a ſtate of barbariſm, and to in- 
culcate in their rude minds the humane 
precepts of the goſpel. They were at the 
{ame time admoniſhed to trade with them 
3 and to take no advantage of 

| their. 


their native Gmplicity. They were further 15 
inſtructed to explore the country, and to 
reap ſuch benefit from the ſoil and produce 
thereof, as might redound to the intereſt 
of the Engliſh nation, as well as contri- 
bute to their own emolument. And laſtly, 
they were directed to be particularly care- 
ful in ſeeing that the European ſervants 
behaved orderly, and lived in ſobriety and 
temperance, obſerving a proper veneration 
for the ſervice of God, which was ordered 
to be collectively performed at every ſeaſons 
able hd es 


Theſe were inj junctions worthy the ex- 
alted ſtations and rank in life of thoſe 
who had the firſt direction of the affairs of 
the Company; and reflected much honour 
on their cnaracters, as men and chriſtians : 
and had theſe praile-worthy eſtabliſhments 
been adhered to, the country granted them 

might at this day have been an ornament to 
the ſtate, and a gem in the imperial dia- 
dem. — But mark the contraſt, 


E po Inſtead | 


| towards the natives ;—inſtead of in gratiat- = 
Ing themſelves by affability and condeſcen- 
ſion with a harmleſs people, they uſe them 


| quently to be beat and mal-treated, although 
they have come ſome hundreds of miles 
in order to barter their ſkins, and procure 


is one reaſon why the trade of York F ort 


ceive from the F actors. 


| Governors of that ſettlement, during which 
time, I can with the greateſt truth de- 
- clare, that the trade yearly decreaſed, and 
that entirely through his repeated bad treat- 
ment of the Indians. At a time when the | 
inhabitants of this part of America are 


(6) 


 Taſtead of encouraging the Wade; by a 
mild, equitable, and engaging deportment 


with undeſerved rigour, cauſing them fre- 


a few neceſſaries to guard againſt the ſeve- 
rity of the approaching winter : and this 


has ſo materially declined of late years; 
the · decreaſe has chiefly ariſen from the 
cruel treatment the Indians generally re- 


1 Re 0 ſeven N under one of the 


annually- diminiſhing, from the exceſſive 
uſe of ſpirituous 3 and the diſtempers 
incident 


+ 


— 


4 69 


incident to the climate; at a time when 
they have near them, as rivals in the trade, 
more induſtrious and ſucceſsful adventurers, 


(I mean the Canadian traders;) it certainly 
would be more commendable and politic 


in the Company's ſervants, to endeavoùr 


S gain the affections of the Indians, by 
every exertion in their power; more eſpe- 
cially by condeſcenſion, by fair dealing, 
and by cultivating reciprocal amity between 


the Company and all the nations they trade 
with. Another reaſon why the Company's 


trade is ſo very inſignificant, is a total want 
of ſpirit in themſelves, to puſh it on with 


that vigour the importance of the conteſt 
deſerves. The merchants from Canada 
have been heavd to acknowledge, that were 
the Hudſon's Bay Company to proſecute 


their inland trade in a ſpirited manner, they 
muſt be ſoon obliged to give up all thoughts 
.of penetrating into the country as from 
the vicinity of the Company's factories to 
the inland parts, they can afford t to under- 
el them in every branch. | ns 76 3&0 
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tv) . 
To explain this emulation between the 
Company and the Canadian traders, it will 
be neceſſary to go back a few years, and 
review the ſtate of the Company in the 
year 1773. About that time the Canadian 
| traders from Montreal, actuated by a laud- 
able ſpirit of induſtry and adventure, and 
experiencing the pecuniary advantages that 
reſulted from their exertions, had become 
ſo numerous and indefatigable at the head 
of the rivers which lead to the Company's 
ſettlements, that the trade of the latter 
was in a great meaſure cut off from its 
uſual channel. The Indians being ſupplied 
with every thing they could wiſh for at 
their own doors, had no longer occaſion, 
as they hitherto had done, to build canoes, 
and paddle ſeveral hundred miles, for the 
fake of cultivating a commerce with Euro- 
peans; in which peregrination they were 
frequently expoſed to much danger from 

hunger; ſo much ſo, that at one time, 
ſeven canoes of upland Indians periſhed on 
their return to their own country, 


Ever 


— 


„ 
Ever 1 the above period, the Ca- 


nadie adventurers have annually increaſed 
in the upland country, much to their own 


85 pee ae and the great loſs of the Com- 
pany; who, it may be ſaid, are ſleeping 
at the edge of the ſea, without ſpirit, and 
without vigour or inclination to aſſert that 
right, which their excluſive charter, ac- 

cording to their own account, entitles 
them to. PR 


RW 


It is true, they have at this time a few, 
eſtabliſhments i in the interior country ; but 
| theſe are carried on in ſuch a languid man- 
ner, that their exertions have hitherto 
e inadequate to the purpoſe of ſup- 
Planting their opponents. 
factors on this employ repratedly urged the 
abſolute neceſſity of allowing the fer- 
vants inland, an additional ſtipend, it was 
not till the year 1782, that they could be 
prevailed upon to give them fifteen pounds 
per annum; while the Canadian merchants 
gave their labouring hands from thirty to 
forty pounds Per year. 
| parſimony, is in the higheſt degree impo-—- 
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litie; for they are bbitged to TAS a con- 
A derable quantity of furs inland every year, 
for want of men to navigate the canoes; 
and as theſe ſkins are much accumulated 
by the next year's trade, they have always | 
furs to a very conſiderable amount, dead 
and unprofitable o on their hands. 


In the . place, thee employing In- | 


dians for this purpoſe, helps to compleat 
the meaſure of their ſtupjdity ; for, after 


the natives have traded their furs, they are 
paid to the value of twelve beaver ſkins 


for every bundle taken down to the Fac- 


tory, and the fame for every bundle of 


goods brought back. In this manner are 
they employed for near fix months in the 


year, and thereby prevented from attend- 


ing to their hunting excurſions ; in which, 


during the time they are thus engaged, 


they might have collected a good quantity 


of furs. This is not all ;---as they ſuppoſe 
the Company cannot do without them, 


5 they ſet a great value on their ſervices, and 


P no —_—— of letting the factors 
know, | 


„ 7 1 
know, that they are able to form a proper 
eſtimate of their conſequence. 


e oats theſe diffculties, hs traders 
from Montreal employ all Canadian ſer- 
vants, who are in every reſpect better adapt- 
Op the ſervice than the indolent Indians, | 
The Oonnyylay geit to their Factors, 
that they have an indiſputable right to all 
the territories about Hudſon's Bay, not 
only including the Straits and Bay, with all 
the rivers, inlets, &c. therein, but likewiſe 
to all the countries, lakes, &c. indefinitely 
to the weſtward, explored and unexplored. 
They therefore ſtigmatize the Canadian 
' merchants with the inſulting epithets of _ 
| pedlars, thieves, and interlopers ; though 


the quantity of furs imported 100 themſelves 
bears no compariſon to thoſe om Ca- 


nada. If this unbounded ll to which 
they pretend, be founded upon juſtice, why, 
in the ame of equity, do they not aſſert 
| theſe pretenſions by a proper application to 
Parliament to remove the induſtrious ped- 
lars, whom they would ſeem to look upon 


with ſuch effi ee * nn 
their any longer encroaching on their ter- 
ritories; but the ſhock they received from 
the parliamentary application of the pa- 
triotic Mr. Dobbs, in the year 1749. 
has given them a diſtaſte to parliamentary 
inquiries. They know the weakneſs of 
their claim, and the inſtability of their pre- 
tenſions ; it is therefore their intereſt to 

hide from an inquiſitive and deluded nation, 
every inveſtigation which might tend to 


bring to light the r of their procced- 4 


1 8 : EI af rot 92 85 
If the nl traders cah Sadie any 5 
profit to themſelves by proſecuting this 
inland buſineſs, what are not the Hudſon' 8 
Bay Company enabled to do, with every 
advantage on their ſide? The former pay 
their ſervants four times the ſalary which 
the latter do; the difficulties and dang ers 
they have to encounter are much greater; 8 
the diſtance from Montreal to the inte 
country is immenſe ; ſo that when pu 
competition with the advantages and con- 
veniences of the Hudſon's Bay Company, 
they will not admit of the flighteſt com- 75 
| 


ut in 


+ pariſon. The Nc dich the latter land 
in the country in Auguſt, are realized i in 
London the enſuing autumn; whereas the 
Canadian merchants are always two years in 
advance; the goods which are ſent from 
Montreal in May, making no returns in 
the London market till two years after- 
Wards. 


1 they” have ſo many FOR 
ſtacles to ſurmount, the following account 
of the furs imported from Canada in 1782 


Will ſhew of what value this trade 1s to 


the nation, and the indefatigable induſtry 

of thoſe who carry it on. According to 
the Hudſon's Bay Company's method of 
bringing all kinds of furs into beaver, the 
total amount of the ſkins imported, by 
this valuation is 281,493, which ſold for 
127, 423. 78. 5d. By this calculation it 
appears, that the Hudſon's Bay Company 
do not import, from all their ſettlements, 
ſo many, furs in four years, as theſe Poor 
Pedlafs do i in one. 
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08 In the hte of the i inquiry in 1749, it 
= appeared by papers laid by the Company 
Be | before the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
that their original ſtock had been from 
time to time augmented, as underneath. 


$676. oa. 16. Tt appeared by their books that 
their ſtock then was Fe | 10,500 
1690. Sept. The ſame being trebled, is 31,500 
1720. Aug. 29. Their ſtock being again trebled, is 94,500 
A ſubſcription was then rage at 10 per cent, 
_ amounting to - - 3150 
Dec. 23. e —_ doubled, is ́•ĩw 63g00 - 
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4 L1sT. of the PROPRIETORS of sroex 
at that Time. 


The Kinc's Mosr Excellent MajesTY. 


Dame Mary Abner | 
Mrs. Sarah Aſhurſt 
Mrs. Sarah Ainſworth 
Mr. Thomas Aſtley 
Mr, James Afton 

Mrs, Charlotte Batt 
Mrs. Oſmond Beavoir 
Mr. Samuel Bennet 


Dr. William Berryman 


Charles Berryman 
William Gould 

Mary Hudſon 

Mrs. Hermanus Berens 


Henry Robert Boyleader 


Mrs. Sarah Bearcliffe 
Edward Beumaby, Eſq; 
Rev. Daniel Beumaby 
Mrs. Hannah Briſtow 
Mr. Thomas Hill 

Mr, Peter Hudſon 
Sir Edward Hulſe, Bart, 
Samuel Jones, Eſq; 
Captain John Jacobs 
Thomas Knapp, Eſq; 


Sir Atwell Lake, Bart. 
William Elderton 
Bybye Lake, | 

Mr. William Le 

Mr. John Loton 

Mr. John Perry | 

Mr. George Love 

Mr. John Anthony Merle 
John Merry, Eſq; 7 


Robert Merry, Eſq; 
Mr. Robert Manning 
Mrs. Mary Butterfield 


Alexander Campbell, Eſq; 
John Carew, Eſq; 


Mrs. Elizabeth Carew 


Mr. Edmund Chiſhule 
Mr, John Collet 

Henry Corneys, Eſq; 
Cooper Speeke, Eſq; 
George Speeke, Eſq; 
Mr. Abraham Crop 
Rev. Mr. John Dalton 
Richard Dalton 

John Dalton 


Mr. William Elertan 
Peter Elers, Þ1q; | 
Mr. Thomas Elerton 
George Elers, Eſg; 

Mr. Iſaac Franks 
Mr. Francis Goſtling : 


Charles Goſtling, Eſq; 5 


Mr. James Gould 
Mr. Nathaniel Gyles 
Mr. Henry Hall 


Sir Thomas Hankey EKnt. 


Mr. Samuel Herring 
Mr. Francis Snell 
Henry Sperling, Eſq; 
Richard Spooner, Eſq; 
Mr. John Stanionder. 
Mr. Henry Sykes 
Thomas Thorpe, Eſq; 
Mark Hurſton, Eſq; 


Mr. Lodowick Mansfield . 


Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

Mr. Benjamin Mitchell 

Mrs. Jane Parker 
Mr. John Pitt - 

Rev. Mr. John 8 


Mrs. Mary Perry 


Mrs. Elizabeth Pery 


Mrs. Ann Pery 


Mr. John Pery 


Mr. Samuel Herring 
Mr. John Prickard 


Samuel Pitt, Eſq; 


Mr. William Poſton 
Mr. Thomas Reynard 
Dr. Henry Rayner 


Samuel Remnant, Eſq; 
Mr. Rowland Rogers 


\ 


Mr. Daniel Rolfe 


Mr. Nathaniel Saunderſon 


Mr. Albert Shafter 
Mr. John Shaw 


Captain James Winter 
Mr. James Watts 
Mr. William Tower 


Mrs. Mary Ward 
Mr. George Wegg 


Samuel Wegg, Eſq; 


George Wegg, Eſq; 


Mr. Joſeph Winter. 
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An Account of the Hupsox's Bay Company's Exports ef 
Trading Goods, and Charges attending carrying on their 
Tyade, and maintaining the Fattories for Ten Years. ; 
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Trading Goods only. | Faftories, b. 


Anno ; | + . | : : . L- : 4. 4, 
$739 . - 477: „ 1739. --, T1945 14 © 
1740 + 5 13,346 9 3 
0747 | - 11,757 10. 6 
1742 = 12,084 300 
L743 -.- 12,772 © F 
1744 20,201 13 11 
178 21,702 0 $ 
1746 19.360 11 4 
1747 16,009 13 4 
1748 17,352 4 10 
Factory Ch. 157,432 14 4 
Tra.Goods 36,741 11 5 


—_—  c\. 


* r A 
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194,174 75 I, 


Com. ann. 19,417 8 6 


— 


Amount of the Company's Exports for Ten Years. 
Mo Bn, 
1740 - 6 
1741 
1742 
1743 
1744 
1745 
1746 
1747 
1748 


| 
| 
| 
b 


not to ſuppoſe a ſet of gentlemen would at- 


If . accounts are faithful, and we _ 


tempt to impoſe a fallacy on that auguſt | 
Aſſembly, the dividends of the Hudſon's 
Bay Company muſt have been very ſmall 
indeed ; as will appear from the following 


| recapitulation of expences, &c. fr om 1739 


to 1748 incluſive. 


. FE 6 


Char: 8 of Shippin g. Factories, Servants 
| arg J | << _ + 157,432 14 4 
Pry in that time V 52,463 9 o 
Total 18 „ — 3 4 
Amount of the ſeveral Sales 273, 542 18 8 
clear Profits from the Trade i in Ten Years 63, gs 15 PP. 
— — 
Dividends in One Vear among 100 Pro- PA þ 
prictors = 3 | ? 6,364 I Na | 
For each Proprietor p 5 63 1214 


| If then they could not afford to divide 


more than this, in the very zenith of their 


- proſperity, how inconſiderable muſt their 


gains have been of late years, ſince the 
Canadian traders have penetrated the interior 


country! Their expences have increaſed in a 
threefold Proportion, and their importations 


have 


7 


- 


+ «i * 


2 have teetraed a at least one third 6 finee the 
aa period. ee e 


By way of clicidating this aſſertion, I 
ſhall juſt ſtate the difference of maintaining 


Vork Fort at preſent, and the expences at- 
tending the fame at the time the above en- 


850 _ es 


* 


Vork Fort as this t time has hn ſubordi⸗ 
nate ſettlements; - at which ſettlements, con- 


jointly, the Company allow 100 ſervants, | 


whoſe. wages amount to about 18601. per 
annum; beſides a ſloop of 60 tons; that 


makes à voyage once a year between Vork 
Fort and Severn F actories. To diſcharge 


| theſe expences, they receive upon an average 


from them all about 25000 ſkins. In the | 


year 1748, the complement of men at that 


ſettlement was no more than twenty-five, 


whoſe wages amounted to 470l. per annum, 
and the trade then ſtood at 30,060 ſkins 


one year with another. The other eſtabliſh- 
ments which the Company maintain in the 


| Bays” have. ſuffered the like proportional | 


: change, 
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change, en e and bearing 


- additional incumbrances. + Dom: 


* 


5 It 8 3 mY caledla-' 
tions in the annexed Table, with A : 
others, were compulſively produced: be- 


fore the Houſe of Commons. It is not | 


the inclination of the Company, that the 3 

| minuteſt matter relating to their | trade 5 
ſhould be expoſed: to public vier. 
do not even allow their factors ths | Altar I 
what the furs ſell for in London, for er 1 
that inquiſitiveneſs, to which mankind are 
prone, ſhould lead them to ſpeculate, 1 
draw inferences on matters which the lords 
FF of the ſoil deem their own ſeparate Prero- 


gative. But the ſtation I was in while 1 
reſided in the Bay, enabled me to know r 


a certainty, that the quantity of furs im- 


ported of late years has fallen very ſhort of 


their former imports ; 3 though it is allowed 


| they {ell better now g at a prige ark: 


A it was 5 1 with of, A 
| Dobbs, Eſq. and bis friends, by. inſtituting | 
this parliamentary i inquiry, to lay the trade 
open to the nation at large; foi it was equally | 
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A before the Committee of the Houſe of Com- 


C01 


_— dere of the Company ſtill to enjoy 4 
Pes, by which they had benefited them- 


ſelves for ſo many years. To accompliſh 


this flattering end; they left no ſtone un- 


Z turned, no evidence unproduced, which 
might tend to confirm them in this mono- 


poly. Accordingly, the teſtimony of ſeveral 


| _ witneſſes was not admitted, there being 
._ reaſon to believe that they had been tam- 


3 : pered with by the Company. It is not then 
to be ſuppoſed, that any papers were laid 


mons, but ſuch as helped to ſupport theſe 


* pretenſions, invalidate the teſtimony of their 


opponents, and ſcreen from the inſpection 


of the people the evil of their proceedings, | 


5 as a commercial Company. 


= ' To exhibit * one view a ſtate of theit 
EU” ee eſtabliſhments in the Bay at preſent, 
11  ſubjoin the followin g table. 


4 


Trade on * * con- 'Yoops in the No: H 


53 24178 5c 


: Peg w. Average. Sertlem tigned to. Country, Serv. 
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A Standard of Trade, by 0 the Go- 
vernor, or Factor, is ordered by the Com- 
_ pany to trade with the natives. N. B. This 

is intended to keep up the appearance of 
a regular ſettled plan of trade; but though 
this farce may be played off to thoſe who 
have not had the opportunities of knowing 
the deception, it will not have that effect 
upon a perſon who has acted for them as 
trader, and made up their account books. 


8 | bear. | | beav. 
Glaſs beads lb. 1as2 | Orrice lace yd. 1 as 1 
China ditto ax 6 Rings bras No. 3 1 
14 {Files | © HP 
Coarſe cloth yd. 1 3 Tobacco boxes 1 1 
Blankets No. 1 7 |Awlblads 8 11 
Tobacco Brazil th. 1 1 [Boxes barrel 3 x 
Ditto leaf i 1 | Hawks bells pr. 12 1 
Ditto Eng. roll 1 21 {Sword blades No. 1 Fr 
Shirts check No. 1 2 | Ice chiſſels 23 2 
Ditto white 1 2 |Gunwerms 4 
Stockings yarn pr. 1 2 | Hats coarſe ' "> Þ 
| Powder lb. 1 1 | Trunks ſmall leather 1 4 
Se: 4 1 | Needles 1 
Duffels 2 Hatchet | F 
"Knives No. 4 1 [Brandy gall. 1 4 
Guns | 1 14 | Medals No. 12 s- 
Combs 33 | Thimbles © oo. 
Flints „5 Collars braſs 23S 
| Vermilion Ib. 1 16 Fire ſeeks ? 3. in. 
Piſtols No. 1 7 | Razors . 
Sm. burning glaſſes 1 1 | Thread lb. 21 
% yo 1] „ 


-| * 
„ eee this pretended Standard 


is in itſelf ſufficiently hard upon the Indians, 
and diſcouraging to the trade, yet the Fac- 


tors, and the Company, in conjunction, do 


not think it ſo; for out of this a pernicious 
overplus trade muſt be raiſed; which, as 


Mr. Robſon juſtly obſerves, is big with 1 ini- 


quity, and ſtriking at the very root of their 
trade as a chartered Company. It is in- 


tended to augment the emoluments of the 
Governor, at the expence of juſtice and com- 
mon honeſty. It oppreſſes the Indian, who 


lies a moſt wretched life, and encounters 


a variety of dithculties, cold, hunger, and 


fatigue, to procure a few neceſſaries for 
himſelf and indigent 5 | | 


| This Overplus trade, as it is called, is 
carried on in the following manner ; for in- | 


ſtance; ſuppoſe an Indian would trade 11b. 


of glaſs beads, it is ſet down in the ſtand- 
at 2 beaver ſkins; but the conſcientious 
trader will demand 3, or perhaps 4 beaver 


| ſkins for it ; if the Indian aſks for a blanket 
he muſt pay 8 beavers; and if he would 


5 K a gallon of bra. he muſt give 


after 


6 « 
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after the rate if 8 beaver ſkins for it, 

is always one half, and ſometimes two 
thirds water. The conſequence of this 
griping way of trade is in the end very hurt- 
ful to themſelves, as the Canadians, in the 
interior country, underſell them in Wor 
qrucke. 45 


If this were the only means which the 
- traders purſued in dealing ſo unjuſtly by 


the natives, ſo many ingenuous and well- 


informed writers would not have taken up 


their pens to expoſe the Company and their 
their ſervants, upon account of this uncon- 
| fcionable profit on their goods. It is worthy 
of notice, that among all thoſe who have 
written on the ſubjet, not one has at- 
tempted to vindicate the Company from the 
numerous and juſt complaints, which have 
from time to time been alledged againſt 
them. It would be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
they all are influenced by prejudice, or 
actuated by chimerical illuſions: No ! the 
love of truth, and a ſac ed regard for their 
Fountry, appears | to me ew )E the only ſource | 
| "Bonk 


x 
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from whence ie ſuch 8 complaints 


of miſconduct. 


55 is to obſerved, 


PER YE Divas! Skin 


is the meaſure by which the Company value 


every” kind of peltry, &c. in trading with . 


the Indians, as will be ſeen by the following 
comparative valuation, which 18 annually 
inſerted in their Account Books, but which 


is no more adhered 


vain. 


to than the e 


A VALUATION, &c. 


-  beav. 
Full grown mooſe ſkin 1 as 2 
Cub ditta 1 
_ Old bears | 
Cub ditto 
Foxes black 
Ditto grey 
Ditto white 
5 Ditto red 
Ditto brown 
Wolf 
Wolverins 


2 „ „„ 
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beav. 
Cats kin 1 as 2 
Otter old parchment 1 1 
Ditto cub and dreſt 2 1 
Martins prime 2 1 
Ditto ordinary SF 
Deer buck 1 8 1 1 
Ditto doe 2 
Muſquaſi : 4 
Gooſe feathers lb. ro 1 
Ditto quills No. 200 @ 1 
| Caſtorum lb. 2 1 
F 4 „„ 


(#8) 


Here again the factor has * field 
to outdo the natives in cunning, and to ex- 
' hibit an unprincipled propenſity to augment - 
his own private and perſonal emolument, 
For inſtance, a quart of brandy by the Com- 
pany's ſtandard, ſhould he valued at one beaver 
kin, but by being one half water, the price 
is made two beaver ſkins, which is equal in 
trade to a wolf, wolverin, or cat ſkin; but 
the trader will inform the Indian, that each 
of theſe ſkins is but of the ſame value as one 
beaver ; ſo that after he has gained one beaver 
by the iniquitous adulteration, he gains ano- 
ther in the ſame article by trading it for any 
ſkin that is valued at one more . the 
beaver ſkin. 


The Sw unfair dealin 3 
throughout every branch of the trade, fp 
that it would he ſuperfluous to produce other 
examples, Let it ſuffice to ſtate the value 


of a gallon of Engliſh ſpirits in London, 
and the „ it makes at the ſame market. 


The Company pay at the rate of 20d. a gal- 
lon ; this, according to the foregoing man- 
Rey of trading, produces eight | beaver ſkins, 

weighing 


G 
weighing e about rolb. which, at the medium , 
of 128. per Ib, amounts to 61. ſterling ; ga very 
conſiderable profit truly on the ſum of 1 S. 8d. 
But even this is ſometimes exceeded; for 
| ſuppoſing a gallon of brandy traded for otter 
- fkins, the gains are ſtill more conſiderable, 
the return then will be about 81: ſterling. 


A four-penny comb will barter for a bear $ 
kin, Amen! is Worth 21. 
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en all which it appears, that the enor- | 
mity of their tranſactions in trade is as incon- 
ſiſtent with their characters as merchants and 


Chriſtians, as it is e oppoſite to. 
ſound policy.. 


The Governors have a cuſtom of truſtin g 

the natives in the fall of the year with goods 
to the amount of a certain number of beaver 
ſkins, which they are to repay with furs in the 
ſpring of the year, when the river ice breaks 
up. But it ſometimes ſo happens, that the In- 
dian has had bad luck in hunting; misfortunes. 
by death, or other caſualties may have hap- 


pened to his family; orperhapshe has fallen in : 
"y way of the Canaan traders the temptation 


of 


LEY © 

5 of. whole fpiritucus: liquors he has not ts 

- able to- reſiſt, 'and conſequently he had parted, 
with his furs for their commodities, which 
he could get much cheaper than at the 
Company” s ſettlements ;—in this caſe, when 
the unfortunate Indian arrives at the Factory, f 
which he is neceſſitated to viſit or ſtarve, he i 18 


reduced to ſuch poverty, that perhaps he has 
not a rag to cover his nakedneſs, or the leaſt 


property to procure one neceſſary article. 
Though this misfortune falls very heavy on the 
diſtreſſed Indian, the ſole exiſtence of whoſe 

family depends upon his being provided with 
hunting accoutrements, ſuch was the ob- 
duracy of the Governor of Vork Fort, before 
referred to, that whenever it happened, he 
was ſo far from ſympathizing with the un- 
happy ſavage, that he frequently not only 

upbraided but beat them moſt cruelly. This, 
however, Was uſually productive of no good 
effect; for the Indian, not inſenſible to the 
injury he had received, went away burning 
with revenge, and ready to retaliate, wheh- 
0 ever it Pu: be i in His pore N 


In con ſoefticrice of this tyrannical uſa ge, 


the trade gradually fell off, where the 
above 


1 (+ 

1 above 8 reſided, and nag his ils. 
duct, the intereſt of his maſters, has been 
much injured; the Indians taking their furs to 
other ſettlements. Upon theſe occaſions, by 
far the greater part of them reſorted to the 
Canadians trading inland, by which means 
the trade was diverted to another channel, and 
the oppreſſer as well as the Company paid 
- dear for his unſeaſonable N n 


The Indians are a Ber people, Hilal 2 
country of vaſt extent; which country they 
fay is their own, and that we come to them 
for the fake of trade. They are exceedingly 
ſuſceptible of i injuries received, and not very 
prone to forgiveneſs ; conſequently this man 
was but little eſteemed by them. Nor was 


he more reſpected by thoſe who were ſo 


unfortunate as to ſerve under him. His 
diſpoſition was vindictive and unſociable, to 


the laſt degree, Engliſh as well as Indians 


felt the weight of his oppreſſive temper, 


which diffuſed its corroding effect to every 
object. Domeſtic happineſs was a ſtranger 
o his an and his meſmates rel a . 


E 


— 
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unhappy life, under os. rod of this unre» 
- ng talk-maſter, 


Ade a 3 wh nk ths Com- 

- pany has lately ſuſtained; will be an inſuper- 
. able bar to their riſing to their former proſ- 
N perity, for many years to come, were there 
no other obſtacle in the way; I mean the 
ravages which the ſmall - pox has made among 
the Indians. That epidemical and raging 
diſorder has ſpread an almoſt univerſal mor- 

tality throughout the country in the interior 
parts of Hudſon's Bay, extending its deſtruc- 
tive effects through every tribe and nation, 
ſparing neither age nor ſex. It is ſuppoſed 
that it was introduced amon 8 them by ſome 
of their war parties during the ſummer of 
1781; and by the fall of the year 1782, it 
had diffuſed itſelf to every known _ of the 
country. 


The diſtreſſes of the Ie by this viſita- 
tion havebeen trulydeplorable, anddemand the 
tribute of- pity from every humane perſon. 

As the ſmall-pox had never before been 
among them, and they were utter ſtrangers. 


to the 3 of its infectious property, 


FP 93 * 
they at firſt amend it to be no more t * a 


ſimple breaking out on the ſkin'which would 
diſappear of itſelf; but it was not long before 
they had every reaſon to entertain very alarm. 
ing apprehenſions. Numbers began to die 


on every ſide; the infection ſpread rapidly; 5 
and hundreds lay expiring together without 
aſſiſtance, without courage, or the leaſt glim- 
mering hopes of recovery; ; for when an In- 


dian finds himſelf fick, he refi igns himſelf up 


to a ſtate of inſenſible ſtupefaction, which 


| hinders him from uſing even thoſe means 
| that may be in his power, towards removin Z 


the cauſe of his e x 
3 Aa as the e of a ſavage life is 
ſuch, that perhaps he may be one day exult- 
ing in the midſt of plenty, and the next day 
pining under the diſtreſs of penury and want; 


| to add to their affliction, they were now de- 


prived of all manner of Ppt 


Without the leaſt medicinal help, or that 


common aid which their caſe demanded, a prey 
to hunger and diſeaſe, theſe forlorn Indians 
lay in their tents expiring, under the accumu- 
lated * of every ſcourge which human 


| nature 
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nature can experience. Wolves and dive 5 
| wild beaſt infeſted and entered their habita- 
tions, and dragged them out, while life yet 
remained, to devour their miſerable morbid 
carcaſes; even their faithful dogs, worn out 
with hun ger, joined the ferocious wolves in 
this unnatural de predation Heads, legs and 
arms, lay indiſcriminately ſcattered about, as 


food for the birds of the air and the beaſts - 


the mountains: and as none were buried, the 
very air became infectious, and tended to waft 
about the baneful contagion. Such has been 
the fate of many of the tribes inhabiting theſe 
parts, and which has nearly terminated in 
their extinction. Of courſe the trade of the 
Company muſt have experienced a * con- 
ſiderable diminu tion. 


| It is worthy of remark, that this diſorder 
proved more deſtructive among the Indians, 
than was ever known to be the caſe among 
civilized people; by the moſt moderate cal- 


culation, it was computed that ſcarce one in 


fifty ſurvived it. But what is ſtill more 
worthy of attention is, that thoſe among 
3 4 them 


— 
* 
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them FIR were ee feel Europeans, 


had much a ee, and en © 


recovered. 


A Tis REFLECTIONS on che Company” 5 


Trade, ſhewin gin what manner it may be 


Improved fo the — of the A X 


AS I have been very ure in my re- 
marks on the Company, and reprobating their 
confined manner of carrying on their trade, 
it is but reaſonable that I ſhould point out 
thoſe means by which it may be improved, 


either to the advantage of the community at 


large, or for the more confined emolument of 


: the preſent n 


1 own it may appear preſumptuous in me, 
were I to pretend to dictate to a ſet of gen- 
tlemen, who, by having this buſineſs i imme- 
diately under their care, know, or at leaſt 


ought to know, every ſource from whence a 


profit is to be drawn, or emolument raiſed, in 
the extenſive country to which they claim a 
"I 
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right. . I muſt howe er beg leave candidly 
to lay before the public ſuch eircumſtances 
relative to the country and the trade, as I 
know to be grounded in truth, even though 
I do not entertain the moſt diſtant hope of 
ſeeing them ever beaefited by the numerous 


treaſures which lie abſorbed i in this unculti- 
* walte, | 


It vill, I doubt not, ſeem very myſterious 
to the generality of people, that this country 
ſhould poſſeſs riches in itſelf, and the Com- 
pany not turn them to their advantage, when 
they alone are to reap the benefit of their 
crxertions. People will naturally be led to 
conclude from their conduct, that what 
writers have ſaid on this ſubject is devoid of 
truth, and mere chimeras; but this is for 
want of knowing the peculiar views of the 
Company, their affection for their long foſ- 
| tered monopoly, and that ſingular obſcurity 
which invelops their whole conſtitution ; all 
which it is the purpoſe of my . po 


cation to nay open. 


To unravel this do which appears 10 . 
problematical, „it will be W to exhibit | 


the 
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the line of conduct which hou bern ee 5 
purſued by the Company for many years 
paſt. They do not, I am well aſſured, en- 
tertain the leaſt doubt, but if the country 
they poſſeſs was properly explored by perſons. 
of ability, valuable diſcoveries might be made ; 
but this they think may be ſo far from redound- 
ing to their intereſt, that it might have a con- 
trary effect, by encouraging adventurers to pe= 
tition for liberty to partake of theſe diſco- 
veries, .and thereby occaſion an inveſtigation 
to take place, which would probably ſhakes 
the foundation of their charter. This is 
not all; as their Company confiſts at preſent 
but of ſeven perſons; this ſmall number 
wiſely think, that ſo long as they e can ſhare a 
comfortable dividend, there is no occaſion. 
for their embarking in additional expences, in 
order to Proſecute diſcoveries which might 
tranſpire to the world, and _— the 
Whole. | 
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Nothing is more clear to me than that theſe 
gentlemen follow their trade to Hudſons 
Bay, without any legal authority from the - 
Urge eſtates of the realm. The act of Par- 
6G — Lament 


cy 


liament which made them a Company for 
ſeven years only, has long ſince expired, and 
from that period it has never been renewed. 
But even ſuppoſing their firſt and only char- 
ter; granted by King Charles the Second, was 
intended to incorporate them for ever, they 
have undoubtedly forfeited every juſt preten- 
ſion they could draw from thence, by the ill. 
uſe 857 have made at this _ favour. 


The limits of the Bay and Straits fax before | 
obſerved) com prizea very conſiderable extent; 
the foil of which, in many parts, is capable 
of much improvement, by agriculture and 
induſtry. The countries abound with moſt 
Finds of Quadrupeds, &c. whole ſkins are 
of great value. The numerous inland rivers, 
lakes, &c. produce fiſh of almoſt every ſpe- 
cies; and in the ſeas in and about the 
Straits, and the Northern parts of the Bay, 
white and black whales, ſea-horſes, bears, 
and ſeals, are killed in great numbers by the 
Eſquimaux; whoſe implements for this pur- 
pole are exceedingly imple. What advantage 


might not then ariſe to the nation from this 


branch of the trade alone, were it laid open! 
: 15 pe II 


4. 


ic able harpooners were ſent on this employ, 
with proper aſſiſtants, I will venture to ſay, 
that greater profits would accrue from this 
fiſhery, than from all the peltry at preſent 
imported by the Company. The diſcovery 


of numberleſs fine harbours, and an acquaint- 


ance with the ſurrounding country, which 


at preſent is entirely unknown to us, would, 


in all likelihood, be the conſequence of theſe 


ſeas being more frequented than they are. 


If it be objected to this, that the vaſt 
quantities of ice in the Straits muſt impede 
a veſſel from making diſcoveries ; I anſwer; 


that many years the ice is ſo inſignificant in 


quantity as not to obſtruct the paſſage of the | 


: ſhips in the leaſt ; and in thoſe ſeaſons when 


it is thickeſt; it is diſſolved and diſperſed i in 


the ocean long before the return of the * 
in le. 


; 8 . 5 „ 3 * 2 FE 2 ; 5 ; 4 = 
Ei ven inthe very confined manner in whicli 


the Company carry on this trade, it is far 
from being inconſiderable, though their ſhips 
ſeldom ſtop but a very ſhort time for the 


| purpoſe of trading with the Eſquimaux ; and 
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it frequently happens, that by abi of 
_ foggy or windy weather, ' thoſe people are 
prevented from coming down to the ſhips, 
and conſequently the trade is loſt for that 
year; for none of them are ſeen by the 
Engliſh on their return to Europe. The 
articles which the Company receive from 
the Eſquimanx are, whale- bone, ſeal- ſkins, 
ſpears, 8 and even old nails and iron 
hoops; but as oil conſtitutes a principal part 
of the food of theſe ſavages, they are not 
very forward in offering it to ſale, 


I hope that what J have advanced on this 

a ſubject, will be ſufficiently convincing to - 
every unprejudiced and impartial perſon, 
that the Company have not made ſuch efforts 
in theſe territories for the good of the na- 
tion, as they were by their original Charter 
required to do; and I here beg leave to repeat, 
that uninfluenced by prejudice, or actuated 
by intereſted views, I have no proſpect but 

the good of my country, which is very 
ſenſibly wounded by every reſtraint that is 
laid on its commerce. 


Havin g 


EY 


* 
4 r 7 : 
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* 


__ © Having thus pointed out ſome af the 

means by which the Trade to this country 
might be improved, I ſhall proceed to con- 
fider how far thoſe inland regions, which 

are comprehended in the general denomina- 


tion of Hudſon's Bay, are improveable. 


| ig very well lan, 10 thoſe who have 
any acquaintance with this ſervice, that 
before the Canadian Merchants penetrated 


into the interior parts of Hudſon's Bay, the 
Company never allowed their ſervants to 


g0 inland, for fear a private trade ſhould 
be carried on by them with the natives. In- 


deed, there was no neceſſity for theſe pere · 


grinations, by a people, who, for ob- 
vious reaſons, wiſhed to confine themſelves 


to the edge of the ſea; as the Indians uſed. 
annually to come down from the interior 


country to. barter their furs at the Settle- 
ments. But ſince the Canadian Merchants 
have taken this ſtep, the Company have been 
under the neceſſity of following their ex- 
ample, or tamely ſuffering the whole of 
the Fur Trade to fall into their hands. So 
languid, een have been their efforts 
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n a this purpoſe, that thels op- 
ponents have found no impediment ariſe 
from their exertions, though, as already 
obſerved, they a are obliged to tranſport their 
merchandize to a much greater diſtance. 


i 


When we recollect chat this ry 9 


been in the hands of an incorporated 


Company for upwards of one hundred 


and thirteen years; and compare the few 


diſcoveries that have been made during : 
that period with thoſe made in other parts; 5 
hen we reflect how little we are ac- 
quainted with its ſoil or productions, and 
how ignorant we are with reſpect to its ca- 
pability of improvement when we further 
confider that no care has been taken to cul- 
tivate a reciprocal friendſhi p with remote 
nations of Indians; ; but on the contrary, 
that thoſe we are already acquainted with 
| have been vitiated by the introduction of 
ſpirituous liquors, and diſguſted by MM 
uſage; ſuch reflections naturally excite in the 


boſom of every one that has the good of 
their country at heart, a wiſh that ſo ex- 
tenſive and improveable a country were in 


the 3 of 1 who would take more 
: mom 


5 e . 
e 
pains to render it more beneficial to the 
mother country. 


The inland parts produce wild rice and 


Tadian corn; and when our people have ſown 
any of the ſeed of theſe, it has come up as pro- 


miſing as in thecultivated gardens of Canada. 


I be animals of this extenſive inland country 
axe buffaloes in great numbers, goats, wild 


horſes, mooſe, and different ſpecies of deer. 
Thoſe of the carnivorous kind are wolves, 
wild cats, wolverins, badgers, bears, bea- 


vers, otters, &c. &c. Every ſort of fiſh, 
of the moſt delicious flavour, are likewiſe 
found 1 in the rivers and lakes. 


The Indians, being a an indolent peo- 


ple, and as devoid of curioſity as the Lords 


of the Soil, the country may lay unex- 
plored, uncultivated, and unknown, to eter- 
nity, without the interpoſition of ſome 
virtuous members of the community, who 


' ſhall have patriotiſm enough to adopt, and 


influence ſufficient to carry into execution, 
ſuch plans as may be thought moſt adviſe- 


able for SY the trade, and thereby 
88 %% a 
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( 14). 
irg the expenditure of the manu- 
8 factures of Great Britain. 5 


e Hind --fatto hitory we ſhall find, 
that ſince the diſcovery of this country, 
uninhabited States have grown populous, 
uncultivated regions have been made fertile, 
and colonies, unknown at that time, have 
become independent and flouriſhing. Bug 
this country, and this country alone, ſeems 
neglected and forgotten; for though it has 
been known to us for upwards of a hun- 
dred years, it is almoſt in as rude and un- 
improved a ſtate as the forlorn and inhoſpi- 
table climes which ſurround the Poles. ; 


With humble ſubmiſſion to hs ſuperior 
judgment of the reſpectable ſet of Gentlemen 
who preſide over this country, it appears to 
me highly probable, that if they had ſettled 
poſts at convenient diſtances in the interior 

parts to the Weſtward, the event would not 
only have proved very lucrative to them- 
ſelves, but to the kingdom; for it might 


* 


have been the means of mak in g al liances with 
F nations of Indians, even fo far 


acroſs | 


1 105 2 5 . 

acroſs the country as California; Who would 
eonſequently at this day gratefully acknow- 
ledge the power and ſuperiority of the Britiſh | 


empire, and have made no inconſiderable ad- 
dition to her commeree. But it anſwers the- 


ſelfiſh ends of this Com pany to a: dif- 
ferent ſentiments, | 


Same Account F the Company's Officers in the. 


Country, as well the Go ver nors, a0 inferion 


0 ervants, WI 


The chief” perſon in command at each 


Settlement is called the Governor of the Fort. 


Sometimes he has one to act under him, 


who is termed The Second. Theſe, with 
the Surgeon and the maſter of the ſloop, 
conſtitute a council, who are to deliberate 
together in all caſes of emergency, or onallaf- 
fairs of j importance; ſuch as the reading the 
| Company's General Letter ; inditing an an- 


ſwer to it; the encroachments of the Ca- 
nadian traders; or the miſbehaviour of the | 


ſervants. 1n theſe Councils very little re- 


ard 


: 

l 
0 

” 

, 

* 

{ 

4 
1 
we 

: 
= 

a 
wot 

i 

* 

: 

KR. 
33 

* 
3 
Bo: 
„ 

* 
* 

: 
14 
1. 

1 

4 
1 ; d. 
b * 
EM 

. 

F 
3] 

N 

+ 

s 

* 

Fe. 
SM 
1 

* 

? 

— 
1 

* 
"mn 

4 

: 

T . 
9 
4 
4 : 

* 
* 
pt * 

ts 
* 

» i 
1 
1 

'Y 
"4 
., * 
* * 
2 
11 
*S: 
9 
11 
fs 
2 
1 
3 
= 
be 
a % 
Ft 
2 
8. 
V 
"4 
"0 
bs | 
4 
5 
241 
® 
I] 
a 
E 
RE + 
++ 
"248 
<= 
EL 
Su 
** 
N 
"'® 
C2 
3 
' > 
& 
* 
1 
1 
=] 
It 
5 
$1 
9 , 
5 
4D 
2 
* 
[ 


EIS 6 8 e LN 
< Boe. ME ABS ot — „% - woe 
— — OBE © » a 
Se 


Lt 
Cres. 


7 2 4 th, 
2 wp 
TE TE ON 

of 


EF 4 e 5 S — WET” © ne „ ONES SS — 
- r 1 4 ES MAE ooo IR DSS. % WA _ FE % , 
— 0 * v 4 p ? . * 4 
0 , WE 8 8 a.” 2 Bey n p y 0 
Ff. N ˙ . 7 n 
„ » 8 „Ke — mm Op . py x — : 
* — 
— 


+. N . 
n 8 2 
1 3 * * W 4 * 


Nee ed _ 1 1 3 Ex 
—Pͤ a ate et MS 
„ = - ue GS een ett res, © 


y * 3 — _ _ , n 8 * * * " —_— Ly EW" gd 1 2 re hes” $510 %. 4 GOEY * enn 8 an 1 

Eo 2 2 Ne a 3 1 1 4 F „ 4 r N bo SI, PPS" © % % Ta; 8 CC 2 „ "I 4 ae 4:00 Wi o% N LOOM 
r ws 3 toad: FF ef ob a6. ks eto oe hate dt te AS atdak it. #3” 
rr rr 225 notin Fe, r 


2 


4 ©, ones 


p_ 

n . 

8 tA er — 
. 


--—x 5 r LW 
rn 


AY . 3 v3 
1 bay DES. as 3 A. 
WS of 3 » % +. . * . 


aſe ng 


-{ 206 


gard, however, is paid, to the opinion of the 
ſubordinate members, who rather wiſh to 
obtain the Governor's ſmiles by acquieſcence, 
than rouſe his reſentment by freely deliver- 
ing oppoſite ſentiments. 


The Governors are 3 for cher 3 
three or five years, and have from fifty 
to one hundred and fifty pounds per 
year, with a premium upon the trade, 
which fluctuates according to its riſe or 
fall. Theſe gentlemen generally reign as 
abſolute in their petty commands as Eaſt- 
ern Nabobs; and the inferior ſervants are 
exceedingly diligent f in cultivating their fa- 
vour, as they have it in their power to make 
the lives of thoſe who are under them as 
unhappy as they pleaſe; ; for it is out of any 
of the ſervants power to return home till 
the next arrival of the ſhips, and then if the 
diſſatisfied perſon inſiſts upon going, his 
unkind maſter takes care to ſend home ſuch 
a character with him, as ſhall enable the 
8 to withhold his wages; the voice 
of an inferior ſervant being but of little 


avail, when oppoſed to that of the Governor 
and his za: 


While 


a 107 | . N 
While 1 reſided alithe Bay, 1 has: an op- 
portunity of being acquainted with many -. 
| gentlemen i in the ſtation of Governors; and 
during that time could fingle out ſeveral 
whoſe affability and capacity merited a better 
employment. Some have I known who de- 
ſpiſed ſervility and unworthy deeds ; but 
this was only for a time, and while young 
in their ſtations. A continual courſe of 
power and uncontrouled command has made 
them abſolute, and impatient to the aſpeadly 
of contradiction. | 


A 


EN reſided W two of theſe gentlemen, 
each of whom had enjoyed the ſuperior 
command r about thirty years; they re- 
ſembled * other ſo much i in their con- 
ceptions, in their diſpoſitions, and in the 
general tenor of their deportment, that nature 
| ſeemed to have caſt them in the ſame 
mould; a proof that auſterity is aſſuredly 
acquired by a ſeries of abſolute command. 
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. Robſon complains of Govornor at 
Churchill Fort, in his time, who had a 
thouſand times 2 himſelf unworthy 
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aintance with them 
Was not, however, ſo general as mine has 
been. I have known a man not only de- 
ſpiſed 1 in every part of the Bay for the inve- 
| teracy of his diſpoſition, but his bad name 
had even extended acroſs the Atlantic, and 
reached the Orkney Iflands, the place from 
whence the Company uſually hire their ſer- 
vants. Here the malevolency of his diſ- 
poſition was held in ſuch abhorrence, that 
thoſe people (as remarkable for their po- 
verty as the honeſty of their intentions) 


unanimouſly refuſed to viſit the unbleſt ſpot. 
Wore he reſided, 


4 of ſociety. His acquai 


The unconquerable carbalenty of this gen 
tteman's temper rendered his life a prey to 
remorſe and corroding inquietude, which 
embittered his days, and made his time 
truly deplorable, Intoxication was his ſole 
delight; and this muſt be gratified even at 
the expence of common prudence ; for his 
propenſity to inebriation was ſuch, that at 
the time the French took York-Fort, hav- 
ing no common ſpirits at hand, he applied 
to the van for ſpirits of wine, which he 
4 . - 5 drank 
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drank to raiſe his courage. A truly noble, 


ſtimulator. 


ducing the Company's trade, he having 


| and conclude my animadverſion on it. 


The Company engaged wah a poor man 
to ſerve them in their ſettlements as a Taylor, 


misfortune of this induſtrious man, who had 
<0 large family, to the woe" the command of 


time out, but went home to his native coun- 
try. From thence he wrote to the Company, 


courage it muſt be, to require ſo ſevere *- 


- ol the Governor above referred to rendered 
| himſelf fo peculiarly hateful to all around 
him, and was beſides ſo inſtrumental in re- 


driven the Indians away by his bad treat- 
ment of them; 1 hope I ſhall be excuſed _ 
for adding to what I have already ſaid on ſo 
unworthy an object the following fact, 
which will further elucidate hi ee, 


at eight pounds per year. It was the peculiar 


the above perſon ; conſequently his life was 
doomed to be a ene of uninterrupted an- 
xiety. Such was the uſage the poor man 
received, that he would not ſtay his contracted 


repre- 
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cepraſotting i in the ma namüllang and af⸗ 
fecting manner, the cruel treatment he had 
received from the Bay Governor; he i in- 
formed them, that the blows he had received 
would be the cauſe of unhappineſs to him 
to the lateſt period of his life, as he was 
thereby unable to get a livelihood at his bu- 
| fineſs; upon which account he humbly fo- 
licited a ſmall conſideration, to compenſate 
in ſome meaſure for the injury he had un- 
deſervedly ſuſtained in their ſervice. Though 
it would have been an act of the greateſt 
charity to have liſtened to the prayer of 
this poor man's petition, yet, ſo great is 
the partiality of the Company to their chicf 
officers in the country, that no attention 
Was paid to the petition; and, indeed, an 
inferior ſervant, may apply for redreſs till 
| he is tired, before any notice will be taken 
of his complaints, or the ſlighteſt repri- 
mand given to the authors of his * 


When a Governor takes it into his head 
0 have an averſion to any particular perſon 
under his command, he has ſo many ways 
in his power of | rendering, him x miſerable, 
Ok | | that 


VV! 
© that he will be ſoon tired of his ſituation, 
and find his life too unhappy to be borne 
with any degree of equanimity and com- 
poſure. Without a friend to conſole him, 
or to alleviate the hardſhips of adverſity; 

without any ſcenes of amuſement, or objects 
to divert the attention, and exhilerate the 
ſpirits; he will find that he drags on an 
uncomfortable exiſtence, without taſting any 
of its enjoyments; that he lives in a ſtate of 
indifference and anxiety; that his maſter, 
who is his enemy, has it in his power not 
only to blaſt his preſent peace of mind, but 
by his influence to hurt his character in 
future. Such is the life of a ſervant to this 
Company, who unguardedly n the 
A. of the Governor: 


It may naturally be ſoppolzd that thoſs 
gentlemen whom the Company intruſt with 
the charge of their Factories, are perſons 
of Tome ingenuity; and if not endowed 
with a liberal education, yet that they can 
read, write, and underſtand common ac- 
counts. Though any perſon would con- 
Celve theſe qualifications as eſſentially neceſ- 
tary, 


3 E 1 4 
fury, yet the firſt periſh I I ſerved under was 


a remarkable inſtance of the contrary. This 
| reſpeRable perſonage was incapable of  caſt« 

ing up a queſtion in ſimple addition; the 
numerical figures were hardly known to him; 

nor could he intelligibly write his own name. 

His underſtanding likewiſe was, in every 
acceptation of the word, moſt contemptible; 

and yet this worthy member of ſociety en- 

3 joyed the honourable appellation. of one of 

a Hudſon 8 _y 1 8 Governars., 7 


But tine POE Cantlianen; ab 
home place ſo much reliance on their ſupe- 
rior officers while in the country, the defe- 

rence immg iately vaniſhes when they arrive 
in London ; for a Governor may attend the. 
Hudſon! s Bay Houſe, and walk about their 
Hall for a whole day, without the leaſt notice 

being taken of his attendance. To exem- 
plify this fact, I ſhall mention an inſtance 
that happened within my own knowledge, 
and to a perſon who was not of the above | 


deſeri ption. 


4 


5 PE 


tive country, and to enjoy himſelf a little, 


after a long and painful ſervitude. Uon 
his arrival he was in hopes at leaſt to be in- 
_ © treduced to the Gentlemen he had ſerved ſo 
long, and to find his conduct approved by 
thoſe who had reaped the fruits of his induſtryz- = 
but this ſmall favour was denied him; and 


he went into the country, without finding 


theſe reaſonable expectations gratified; nor 


could he be very well pleaſed with the ſus 
n. conduct of his late maſk 


The hat a} as before ob- 


ſetved, are all procured from the Orkney 


Iſlands, at the rate of fix pounds per year; the 


Captains of the ſhips engage them, and, if 
poſſible, for five years. Each ſervant ſigns 
a contract on his entrance into the ſervice, | 


N but he is not allowed to have a copy of it, 


for fear the ſecrets of the Company ſhould 


gain admittance into the world; ſo that as 
15 5 . WM 


ſerved the — with ere fide- 
lity and ſucceſs for upwards of ſeventeen 

years, came home in 178a, with a view to 
ſpend the remainder of his days in his na- 
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| it contains a deal of 1 


probably cannot read, it is impoſſible for 
him to know the ſubſtance of his agreement 
one "uy afterwards. 


he or they fo offending are not only to for- 


a 


atter, and the ſervant 


IT, 3 


In this inthe bis is bound to ſerve for 
three, four, or five years, and not to return 


home until this term is expired, unleſs re- 


called by the Company. He engages during 
his return home, though no ſeafaring-man, 


to do the duty of watch and ward on-board | 


the ſhip in which he returns, and that with- 
out any pay for the ſame. He is further 
bound, in the moſt ſolemn manner, not to 

detain, ſecret, harbour, or poſſeſs any ſkin, | 
or part of a ſkin, on any pretence whatever ; 
but on the contrary, he is to ſearch after, 
and detect all perſons that may be diſpoſed 
to engage in this ſpecies of peculation. On 


detecting any ſuch he is to expoſe their per- 


ſons, and inform the Governor of their 
breach of contract; but if, contrary to their 


| agreement, any perfon ſhould be found hardy 


enough to conceal any kind of peltry, or 
infringe his contract i in the ſmalleſt degree, 


feit 


but are ts pay to —— or Company 
two years pay, or the amount thereof; though 
all this may be done quite unknowingly by 
the -moſt faithful ſervant, unleſs forwarned 
of it by having a copy of his agreement. 


When a ſervant's time is expired; and he 
is returning home; before he be permitted to 
go on beard the ſhip, the Governor in per- 

ſon ſees that every thing is taken out of 
his cheſt, ' and even his bed examined, for 

fear it ſhould contain any private trade. 
The ſame circumſpection is uſed when a 
perſon writes to his friends in England for 
a few neceſlaries which he cannot well do 
without. In this caſe the box, or package, 
in which his things are incloſed muſt firſt 
be ſent to the Hudſon's Bay Houſe, and un- 
dergo a careful examination, for fear it 
| ſhould contain any thing uſedin private trade; 
and I have known more inſtances than one 
or two, where a ſervant has been refuſed a 
few.ſhirts and ſtockings, for fear they ſhould 
be Fanverted. i to tis uſe. 
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An acquaintance of mine had * box 
- loſt at the Houſe of the Company, through 
the negligence of the clerks. After it had 
paſſed the uſual examination, it was allowed 
to be ſhipped and ſent out. When the owner 
found it did not arrive, having ſufficient | 
Proof of its being loſt under their roof, he 
wrote a ſubmiſſive letter to the Company, re- 
queſting an indemnification for his loſs ; but 
ſo far was he from having this reaſonable 
- requeſt complied with, that one of the gen- 
tlemen at the board made the following ſig- 
nificant remark on his letter; Damn the 
fellow, does he think that we' want to wear 
his clothes.” An obſervation that would 
have done little honour to a fiſh porter within 
| ao purheus of. nee Wen : | 


Durin g the time any Indians may be at 
che Settlements trading with their furs, the 

Factory gates are kept continually ſhut; and 

it is the employment of one perſon to watch 
that no one goes out, for fear he ſhould 
carry on a private trade with the Indians: 
ſo that all the ſervants in the Forts ſometimes 
remain impriſoned like birds in a cage, for 
3s 8 a week. 


j 


& wm) 


a Aber together and even 6k a pape wiſhes 
to take a walk on a Sunday afternoon, when 


there are no natives trading, he muſt firſt. 
go to the Governor, and humbly ſupplicate 
his permiſſion, before he can walk one 


Teatr of a mile in order to recreate bim- 


. 


The proviſions 3 the Geng 10 are, 
taken altogether, but of the middling kind; 
ſome of it is very good wholeſome food, 
and other kinds of it are of ſo bad a qua- 


lity, as ſcarce to be digeſtive on a canine 


ſtomach. Great quantities of veniſon and | | 


geeſe are ſalted for the uſe of the Factories 
during the ſpring and fall of the year. This 
proviſion will ſometimes remain three or 


four years in the caſks unopened; after 


which it becomes ſq compleatly putrified, 


rancid, and deyoid pf taſte, that a perſon 
might as well expect nutriment from the 
ſhayings in a carpenter's ſhop. So diſguſted 


are the ſervants at it when i arrives at this 


ſtate, that by way of <A they term it 
ke 1 horſe fleſh.” 


H $ Among 


Z | 
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Among ſuch a variety of complaints juſtly 
inſtituted againſt the Company, and thoſe 
who act under their directions, I am happy 
ta have it in my power to mention one par- 
ticular in which they merit commendation z 
and this is the moderate price they fix on 
ſome European commodities, which «they 
ſell to their ſervants; who, as they have 
- ſuch low wages, would not otherwiſe be 
able to furniſh themſelves with neceſſary 
conveniences for the climate. The following 
articles are A nnr 


Braſs Kettles, 295. 64. per lb. . 

18. 6d. ditto.— Sewing twine, 1s. 6d. ditto, 

— Tobacco, leaf, 1s. 6d. ditto. Tobacco, 

Engliſh roll, 38. 6d. ditto.— Cloth, 6s. 6d. 

per yard. — — Duffels, 48. ditto.—Flannel, 

18. 6d. dieb Ons; 30s. each.—Shirts, 

45. 6d. each.—Blankets, gs. each.— Shoes, 

58. 6. per pair.—Stockings, 3. per pair. 

Writing paper, 18. per quire. ae 
Brandy, 5s. Jet: . . 


The chief employments of the inferior ſer⸗ 
vants in a the ſettlements, is carrying logs of 


r L | wood, 


( _ 


1 walking in ſnow- ſhoes, kedging the 
| ſnow out of the Factory avenues, and hunt 
ing; and notwithſtanding the inconveniences 
before recited; after a perſon has been'a few 
years in the ſervice,” he generally imbibes a 

love for the country, unleſs diſcouraged: . 
5 ne bad _ of his Fn 2% EA 


The 3 * of his aue Ry” gene. 
3 follows with pleaſure: and avidity 3 
beſides the recreation he receives from the 
ſport on thoſe excurſions, he takes delight 
in being from the Factory during them, as 
then he becomes his own maſter, and is free 
from the inſpection of a too watchful overſcet, 
Notwithſtanding the cuſtoms of this country, 
as at preſent eſtabliſhed, are rather forbid- 
ding, and ſeem to diſcourage us from wiſh- 
ing to live in fo frigid a clime, yet, as already 
” obſerved, though cold, it is exceeding 

healthy; and there have been many who 
have lived here ſeveral years not only com- 
fortably, but happy ; and have enjoyed a 
better ſtate of health perhaps than they 
would have done in a Ga inhoſ _ 
country. : es 12 1 4 | | 
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I cannot leave this ſubject without re- 
preſenting the loſt ſtate a youth is in, who 


is unfortunate enough to be bound appren- 
_ tice to the Hudſon's Bay Company. -The 
: unfortunate young man is perhaps the only 
ſon of a tender and affectionate parent, who, 
thinking to forward the happineſs of his 
child, articles him to this Company for 
ſeven years: I have known an inſtance where 
= ati Has been bound far fourteen * 
on his rival 5 in bs — hw Knits = 
| hots His ' maſters who ſent him out, 
And to whom he is to look for ſupport, are 
now many hundreds of miles diſtant. The 
Governor: is quite indifferent about him, be 
having ſervants of his own. The conſe- 
quence of this is, the boy affaciates with 
the common men, forms connections with 
them, and becomes habituated to their cuſ- 
toms, which his tender years are not able 
to guard againſt. The education given him 
by his parents is now ſoon obliterated ; he 
-imbibes freſh yices daily; contracts a love 
for ſmoaking. drinking, and ſwearing z and 
in a Borg, becomes a reprobate. His em- 


ployment 


4: 121) 
Y plopment conſiſts in cleaning the Governtr $ 
knives and ſhoes, running on errands for the 


cook, and cutting down and carrying heavy 


logs of wood, much beyond his years and 
ſtrength. In the mean time, no care is taken 
to inculcate the precepts of religion and 
virtzue in his mind, or even preſerve thoſe 
5 principles and knowledge he may have 
brought in the country. Every ſtep that 
would make him a man fit for the world. 


and a uſeful member of eke. 4s ily 
e 


1 would aſk the Hudſon' 8 Bay Colony 
what an apprentice of their's is fit for, after 


5 havin g ſerved them for ſeven or fourteen years? 
| whether he has obtained a knowledge of any 
art or buſineſs that will enable him to get a 
creditable living in the world, or to ſupport 
himſelf when the ſtrength and vigour of 
youth are exhauſted ?---I will defy them to 
point out any, that has been thus acquired; 
aas his conſtant employment has conſiſted of 
every ſpecies of drudgery and ſubordinate 
labour: ſo that on his returning home, his 

| dnatulgent parents, inſtead of finding him 

f inſtructed 


inſtructed in any thing that is praiſe-worthy, 
are lamentably convinced, that he is a pro- 
| ficient in — but e. frcaring, 
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Ie may b Jane lan the abettors of the 
eekspeny (if they | have any) that after the 


period of the apprentice $ indentures is ex- 


pired, he has an opportunity of riſing in 
their ſervice, if by good behaviour he has 
merited ſo much favour; that from his ap- 
prenticeſhip, he may be made a writer at 


151. per year, from thence be rai ſed to an 
aſſiſtant at 2 51. per year, afterwards a ſe- 


cond at 461.” per year; and from thence to 
the exalted tation of a' Governor, at 1 fl. 


| per year. To this I would reply, that 1 
am enabled to fay, from the eleven years ſer- 
vice which I paſſed through in their employ, 


that the proſpect of aſcending this important 
ladder is very faint indeed. But even al- 
lowing the youth to be fortunate enough, 

by alfduity or favour, to ſucceed to promo- 


tion in this ſervice, he is not even het WW. 


every perſon in the F ee way 


A 1 Governor 


> annl 
| Ebert and ſurgeon, muſt occaſionally g 
to hard work; and ſhould he object to this 


uſage, and beg for milder employment, in 


the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, it will have no 


effect on the Governor, who in all probabi- 
lity, will not only increaſe the difficulties | 
of the complainant, by every ſeries of ſevere 
treatment, but fend him home to the Com- 
pany with a bad character; repreſenting 
that he is unfit for their ſervice, having re- 
fuſed his duty. 


Such i is the aſual progreſs of the ſervitude 
of their apprentices; and ſo little is the 


probability of the young men n any 
advantage from it. 


It 


(224) 


1 
| ads being ſo nearly connected with the ſub- 
jet I am upon, I-ſhall ſubjoin the follow- 
ing account of the taking of the Hudſon's 
Bay Company's ſettlements by the French, 
as it was publiſhed in the Wong Glironicle 
| 1 April 753. 


1 To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle 
and Daily Advertizer,  —- © 


"#SIR, | 1 York Fort. 


* As I have not obſerves; in any of the 
news-papers an account of the capture of 
the Hudſon's Bay Company's ſettlements, 
except a tranſlation of Monſ. La Perouſe's 
letter to the rench Marine Miniſter, I am 
induced to lay before the public the follow- 
ing facts, founded upon truth, and recorded 
by my own experience, 


The firſt notice we had of an enemy's 
being on the coaſt, was on the 20th of Au- 
guſt, 1782, in the evening, at which time 


the Company $ ws was lying i in the roads, 
and 


2 Gn . | 
and had been there five days, without hays - 
| ing the leaſt intimation of this event, although + 
Monſ. La Perouſe, by his own account, 
had been ſounding Port Nelſon river on the 
18th. The next day, Auguſt 21, the wea- 
ther being extremely fine and calm, it af- 
forded the enemy an opportunity to land 
their men with ſafety, which they attempt- 
ed in fourteen boats, provided with mortars, . | 
cannon, ſcaling ladders, and about three hun- 
dred men, excluſive of marines. 


Our number of men conſiſted of ſixty 
| Engliſh and twelve Indians, who behaved 
extremely well to us, and evinced their re- 
gard to us by every exertion in their power. 
The defence of York Fort conſiſted of thir- - | 
teen cannon, twelve and nine pounders, 7. 
which formed a half-moon battery in 
the front of the Factory; but it being 
thought probable that the enemy i 
come in the night, and turn theſe guns 
againſt us, they were overſet to prevent the 
French from taking this advantage. On the 
_ ramparts were twelve ſwivel guns mounted 
* ee. which might have annoyed the 
enemy 


( 126 ) 
enemy in the moſt effectual manner. Every 
kind of ſmall arms were in plenty and good 

condition within the Fort. We had likewiſe 
ammunition in great ſtore, and the people 
ſeemed to be under no apprehenſion. A 
fine rivulet of freſh water ran within the 
ſtockadoes; there were alſo about thirty head 
of cattle; and as many hogs, with a great =_ 

ay of falt N of different ns 


ME Aug. 22. Two Indian Monts were ſent 
to obtain intelligence; who returned in about 
three hours, and gave it as their opinion, that 
the enemy muſt be nigh hand, as they heard 
ſeveral guns fired in the vicinity of the Fort. 
About ſun ſet we could plainly diſcern a large 
fire behind us, about a mile and a half diſ- 
tant, kindled by the French, as we ſuppoſed 
to refreſh themſelves before their attack the 


next day. 


Aug. 23. It · was obſerved at day light, 
that the Company's ſhip had taken the ad- 
vantage of a fine breeze at S.W, and pru- 
dently ſhaped her courſe for England, un- 
perceived by the _ About 10 o'clock 

This. 
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this morning the enemy appeared before our 
gates; during their approach a moſt inviting 
opportunity offered itſelf to be revenged on 
our invaders, by diſchargin g the guns on the 
ramparts, which muſt have done great exe- 
cution; but a kind of tepid ſtupefaction 
ſeemed to take poſſeſſion of the Governor at 
this time of trial, and he peremptorily de- 
clared he would ſhoot the firſt man who of- 
fered to fire a gun. Accordingly, as the 
place was not to be defended, he, reſolving 
to be beforehand with the French, held out 
a white flag with his own hand, which was 
anſwered by the F rench officer's ſhewing 
his ms haunt 


=, Under the ancien of this flag of truce, 
a parley took place, when the Governor re- 
ceived a ſummons wrote in Engliſh. In this 
ſummons two hours were granted to con- 
ſult about our ſituation; ; but this indulgence 
was made no uſe of, and the place was moſt 
 ingloriouſly given up in about ten minutes, 
without one officer being conſulted, or a 
council aſſembled; ſo that this F ort, 
which * have withſtood the united ef- 
forts 
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forts of double the number of thoſe by 

which it was -aflailed, in an attack with 
ſmall arms, was ſurrendered to a half- 
ſtarved wretched group of Frenchmen, worn 
out with fatigue and hard labour, in a 
country they were entire ſtrangers to. 
From the nature of their attack by the way 
of Port Nelſon River, they could not uſe 
their mortars or artillery, the ground being 
very bad, and interſperſed with woods, 
| thickets, and bogs, by which they were ſo 
roughly handled in the courſe of their march, 
that [ verily believe they had not fifty pair of 
ſhoes in their whole army. The difficul- 
ties of their march muſt appear very con- 
ſpicuous, when it is conſidered, they were 
2 whole day 1 in * ſeven miles. = 


* On the . I cannot help thinking, 
that if the place had been commanded by 

a perſon of reſolution and good conduct, 
and one who had his country's good at 
heart, it might have been defended againſt | 
jan attack with muſquetry. 
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5 I» When it is conſidered that the enemy” 3 
ſhips. lay at leaſt twenty miles from the 
Factory, in a boiſterous ſea, at a dangerous | 
time of the year, and conſequently could 
not co-operate with their troops on ſhore, 
but with the greateſt difficulty and uncer- 
tainty ; and even this depended ſolely on- 
propitious winds and weather: when it is 
further conſidered, that their troops could 
receive no ſupplies but what came from the 
ſhips; and that cold, hunger, and fatigue, 
which had taken poſſeſſion of their bodies, 
was hourly working in our favour :—when 
it is likewiſe conſidered, that the Factory 
was not in want of any one article which 
would enable it to withſtand an attack with 
muſquetry; and that the people ſhewed no 
ſign of fear, diſmay, or dejection, but quite 
the reverſe :—I ſay, when all theſe material 
_ circumſtances ſhall be conſidered by the 
impartial reader, he will undoubtedly look 
with indignation on the puſilanimity of the 
Engliſh Governor, who, with all theſe ad- 
vantages on his ſide, ſurrendered without 
Oy: a sun. The Poor Indians were ſo 


* 


tt 1 ) 
affected at our captivity, that they ex- 


; . their ſorrow by ſighs and tears. 


1255 w 1 opinion the Fans . 


entertain of us on account of our timidity, 
it is but juſtice to ſay, that they behaved to 


their eaſy acquired priſoners, with that po- 


liteneſs which is peculiar to their nation. 
Monſ. Le Perouſe, the commander of Le 


Sceptre, was an honour to his nation, and 
an ornament to human nature. His polite- 


neſs, humanity, and goodneſs, ſecured him 
the affection of all the Company's officers ; 
and on parting, at the mouth of Hudſon's 


ſtraits, they felt the ſame ſenſation which 
the deareſt friends feel in an interview 


preceding a long ſeparation. His humane 


diſpoſition was more particularly conſpicu- 
ous in leaving a repoſitory of ammunition, 
&c. for the poor Indians, who otherwiſe 
muſt have experienced great inconveniences 


and —_—]} RS 


« Though 2 French ſuſtained no loſs | 
from us during their attack of York Fort, 
vet, through the ſeverity of the climate, and 

| their. 


( - 35 2 

1 their o inexperience, they loſt fd large 

boats, a conſiderable quantity of merchan- 
dize, and fifteen ſoldiers, who were drowned 
in Hay's river, after the place Was ſurren- 


dered. oi vin | ©? eie 


— 


=... „The urns fuſfered great loſs * hs 

capture of this place; which had remained 
in their poſſeſſion unmoleſted ſince the peace 
of | Utrecht. 1 The whole of the hip $ out- 
ward bound cargo was entirely burnt and 
deſtroyed, together with a conſiderable quan- 
tity of proviſions, ſtores &c. which had 
been cen for en ſeventy years. 

11 , 

, If the above account finds a 1 in 
your entertaining paper, I ſhall embrace the 
firſt opportunity « of ſending you an account 

of the capture. of Prince of Wales F ort. 


ei * 
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2 Churchill River. 


Mx. Ebiron, 


26 According to my promiſe I now ond 
you the account of the capture of Prince of 


Wales, or Churchill Fort, on the N. W. coaſt 
of Hudſon's Bay, which I received from a 


time, and on whoſe veracity I can depend. 


The French viſited this place before 
York For t, on account of its Northern ſitu- 
ation, and the general prevaleney of winds 


from that quarter, thinking to take the ad- 


vantage of them in going to the Southward. 
Accordingly the three ſhips appeared before | 
the Fort on Auguſt * 1782, at a time 


when the Governor was: very buſy trading 


with ſome Indians who were juſt arrived : 

but the fight of ſuch unexpected viſitors did 
not fail to engage the attention of the 
Factory people, who were not uſed to ſee ſo 


| _ ſtrangers in theſe ſeas. 


% 


«© At 
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KL At this time, which was about fix 
o' clock in the evening, the enemy had caſt 


| anchor within five- miles of the Fort, 
and in a little time afterwards appeared very 


induſtrious in ſounding the river, even 


within muſquet ſhot of the place; and I 
have heard the Governor declare, that their 
officers went about the Factory avenues, 
ſhootin 8 birds, with the greateſt indifference; 
a convincing proof that they did not con- 


ceive themſelves to be in much danger. 
The Fort at this time mounted forty-two 


| cannon, ſix, twelve, and twenty-four pound- 
ers, was provided with ammunition in great 


plenty, and the Factory was not in imme» 
diate want of proviſions of any kind. The 


ſtrength of the Fort itſelf was ſuch as would 
have reſiſted the attacks of a more confi- 
derable force; it was built of the ſtrongeſt 
materials, its walls were of great thickneſs, 
and very durable, it having been forty years 
in building, and attended with great ex- 
pence to the Company. In ſhort it was the 
opinion of every intelligent perſon, t that it 
might have made an obſtinate reſiſtance 
when attacked, had it been as well provided 
$3 | in 
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in other reſpects; but through the i impo- 
5 litic conduct of the Company, every cou- 
rageous exertion of their ſervants muſt have 
been conſidered as imprudent temerity ; for 
this place, which would have required four 
hundred men for its defence, the Company, 
in their conſummate wiſdom, hag garriſonad 
with only thirty-nine. | 


3 85 About three o 1 in — „ 
Aug. 9, the enemy began to diſembark their 
troops, at a place called Hare-Point ; from | 
whence they marched in a regular manner to- 
wards the Factory, until they arrived within 


about four hundred yards, when they made a 


halt, and ſent two officers from the main 
body, with a ſummons to the Governor to 
ſurrender the place, The Governor and two 
of his officers met them half way, when all 
difficulties that obſtructed: the. negotiation 
were ſpeedily overcome, to the ſatisfaction 
of both parties. In conſequence of this 
verbal agreement, the French, to the amount 
of about four hundredn men entered the F ort, at 
fix © clock i in the morning, when the Britiſh 
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flag was lowered, and a table cloth from the 
Governor's table hoiſted in its lead. 


Every part now exhibited a ſcene of de- 


rotation and ruin ; for the licentious ſoldiery, : 


finding they were not reſtricted by a capitu- 
lation, began to plunder whatever came in 
their way. It muſt, however, at the ſame 
time be acknowledged, that the officers took 


every opportunity to depreſs this ſpirit in 


the common ſoldiers, with great humanity 


and addreſs; politely ſympathizing with the 


ſufferers i in the incvitable diſtreſſes attending 
the fortune of war. The remainder of this, 
and the following day, were ſpent i in demo- 
liſhing the works belonging to the fortifica- 
tions, ſhipping on board ſundry articles of 
{tores, - proviſions, and a valuable quantity 


of peltry, which if the Company had re- 


ceived would have indemnified them for all 
their other loſſes conjointly. | 


vii © On the I 9 1 HEEL wipe ſet ail for 
York-F ort; but about five o'clock in the 


morning, a ſail was obſerved apparently ſteer- 


ing for Churchill, which was now in flames. 
3 * "One 
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One of the frigates was ordered to chace. 
The experience of her commander was, how- 
ever, ſo inadequate to the taſk of coping with 
the ſkill of the Engliſh Captain, that if he had 
perſevered he would probably have been 
led into ſuch a labyrinth of ſhoal water and 
rocky ground, as might have made him 
repent his viſit to Hudſon's Bay. Accor- 
dingly the Frenchman gave up the purſuit 
- about ſeven o'clock in the evening, after . 
firing a bow chace from an cighteen pounder, 
which he found had no other effect than, 
if poſſible, to make the N go _ 
than before. | 


40 1 would juſt tk: that Churchill Set- 
tlement was by much the beſt ever erected 
in Hudſon's Bay. The Company uſually 
have their Factories built with logs of pine, 
which are ſquared, and laid one upon ano- 
ther; but this building was entirely of free- 
ſtone ; the artillery was in admirable condi- 


tion; and the fortifications were moſt ſkilfully 


planned under the inſpection of the inge- 
nious Mr. Robſon, who went out in 1742 
for that purpoſe. 


cc Whils | 


« While the trade of the other ſettlements 
had been upon the decline for ſome years, this 
place had in general held its former me- 
dium, and of late years conſiderably in- 
creaſed. Notwithſtandin g the advantages 
of ſo flouriſhing a ſettlement to the Com- 
pany, their extreme parſimony would not 
| : permit them to have above one man to a gun, 
even in the midſt of a precarious war. What 
folly could be more egregious,” than to erect 
à fort of ſuch extent, ſtrength, and ex- 
pence, and only allow thirty-nine men to 
defend it? The force which the French 
ſent into Hudſon's Bay was more than ſuf- 
ficient to reduce every place in the country, 
weakly defended as they were. This place, 
in particular, . with ſo few men, was totally 
incapable of withſtanding the well - directed 
efforts of ſo ſtrong an armanent, | eſpecially 
as the depth of water in the river would A 

admit the largeſt ſhips to lie very near the 


Fort; and bombs may be uſed with _ 


effect. 


10 Notwithſtandin g the Governor muſt 


have hens ſenſible of his inability to _ | 
an 


- 


8 6 
lfte defence, his conduct was in ſome 
reſpects highly reprehenſible. In the firſt 
place, he ſhould have ſent an expreſs to 
Vork Fort, over land, by the Indians, with 
information of an enemy's arrival. Had he 
done ſo, the people at that ſettlement would 
Have had five days more at leaſt to prepare 
themſelves for ſo unexpected an event. Se- 

condly, he ſhould have deſtroyed the papets 
of the maſter of the ſloop, who was then 
to the Northward upon a trading voyage. 
By the poſſeſſion of theſe papers, the enemy 
acquired a complete deſcription of Vork Fort, 
with an account of its weakneſs on the 
land ſide, which induced them to try their 
ſuoceſs that way. Thirdly, his timidity 
in {quietly ſuffering a known enemy to be 
ſounding the river, as it were, under his 
noſe, without oppoſition, was not, I think 
I may venture to ſay, conſiſtent with that 
fortitude which ought to actuate a Been. 
in che ſervice of his country. 
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In June 1783, I ES at Quebec; and 
in May 1784, left the city of Montreal, 
to penetrate into. the interior parts. This : 
we did in canoes made of birch- rind, MF 
of about four tons burthen each, and na- . AJ 
vigated by eight Canadians, who are, with- 8 
out doubt, the beſt qualified for this very 
| laborious navigation, which is continually 
bobſtructed by ſhoals, rapids, and the moſt 
tremendous cataracts. In about one month 
we arrived at the falls of St. Mary, which 
form a junction. of the Takes Superior and 
Huron. N 1 „ = 
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105 the fur acc ene in Canada bean to 
be alarmed this year, on account of the 
partition line eſtabliſhed by the late peace, 
apprehending that the key of the interior 
_— "a on ann TR 5 100 Su- 
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perior, would thereby fall within the Ame- 
rican boundary, I was pitched upon to pur- 
ſue an unknown tract in order to explore 
| another paſſage into the interior country, 
independant of the old one known by the 
name of the Great Carrying- Place. J ac- 
cordingly ſat out for that purpoſe, and ſuc- 
ceeded in my expedition much to the ſatis- 
faction of the merchants; but as the Ame- 
ricans have not yet been able to obtain poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Weſtern poſts on the lakes, 
ceded to them by the late peace, the traders 

ſtill continue the old route. _ 


hes the goods arrive at ho Great — 8 
rying Place, they are embarked in Canoes 
of ſmaller dimenſions, the navigation being 
ſtill more intricate; and here they meet the 


winterers who are returning with furs traded 
in the courſe of the preceding winter. Not 


leſs than one thouſand Canadians and Eu- 
ropeans are employed by the merchants i in 
this buſineſs, who are incorporated under the 
| firm. of the North-Weſt Company, beſides 


: perhaps as many more who go to Detroit on 
he; fur * and return to Montreal with 
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beaver ſkins, deer ſkins, &c. to a great 
amount. Upwards of four thouſand packs 
are produced from the whole trade annually. 
which conſumes a great quantity of Britiſh 
merchandize, of the moſt inferior quality, 
and which perhaps would hardly find 4 
market elſewhere. 85 
In the following remarks on "hs inland 
parts, a great ſimilarity will be found between 
the Indians living on the coaſt of Hudſon' 8 
Bay, and thoſe inland, termed the Nehe- 
khawa Indians: in fact they were originally 
5 the ſame people, but as numbers have receded 
from the ſea coaſt to partake of a more fruit- 


ful clime, they have ſuffered ſome alteration 
in their manners and cuſtoms. _ 
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of the Fact uf the 8 its IN 
\ Crimarte, | and NATURAL Propuc- 
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1 paſſed + the Winters of the years 1 784, 
1785, 1786, and 1787, on a large river, which 
empties itſelf by many branches into that 
lake which i is laid down in maps by the 
name : of lake Bourbon. This lake was im- 


3 


rellen Te Canada; Tt its 3 name is 
the Cedar lake, and it is thus named by the 
| Indians, on account of that kind of wood 
being found thereon. FT 
SH LEE DV IH tin 
In the year 17 95, when the fottowin g re- 
marks were made, I winter'd in the com- 
puted latitude of 55 deg. N. and Latitude 
120. deg. W. from the meridian of London. 


1 cannot ſufficiently lament the opportunity 
I have loſt of giving to a certainty the geo- 
graphical ſituation of the place, for the 
want of neceſſary inſtruments. As this 
cannot be repaired, I muſt endeavour to com- 
penſate for it by communicating ſuch facts 
| | as 
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as have come to my knowled ge, either thro! 


the channel of perſonal ex peri or con- 
RT Jufor hate” : 


The courſe _ the river was nearly eaſt, and 
I wintered about ſeven hundred miles above its 
diſcharge into the cedar lake. Its current is 
very regular, and in the whole diſtance, we 
have but one place where the paſſage id in 
the leaſt impeded by rapids; ; and even this 
place is very trifling, and eafily paſſed with 
proper care. Every part of this river, where 
he channel is wide, is much incommoded by | 
ſand banks and ſhoals. The ſhores and bed 
of it are muddy, and conſequently the wa- 
ter is very dirty. What I have often thought 
worthy of obſervation during my ſtay here; 
has been the 1 very ſudden and rapid riſe of the 
water in the river during the ſummer months, 
and this without any apparent eauſe, or extra- 
ordinary rains. In the Summer of 1786 = 
obſerved the water to riſe ten feet perpendi- 
cular in the ſpace of twenty-four hours; 
thence it ſubſided gradually to its uſual height; 
and then rapidly roſe as before. This riſing of 
whe 1 water drowns all the Country about the 
5. bottom 


_ 
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>» Mountain. 


© 148. I; A 
| AY of the river, whero the banks are 
uncommonly low; and it frequently hap- 
pens, that the people who navigate the 
traders canoes are obliged to ſleep in them, 
15 want of a moms to put aſhore. . EN 


This river r has ſeveral kind 5 bm i in it, 


N 


in great 3 Its diſtance ee us 18 
not known; but by Indian information, we 
learn, that it is formed from a great number 
of ſmall rivers which iſſue from an extra- 
ordinary ridge of Rocks. called the Srong 


; This mountain is the maſk katie 
place; in the country, and appears to be the 
barrier between the Indians that trade with us 
and thoſe who trade with ſtrangers on the 
other fide. I have been told that it is ſeven 
days journey before you arrive at it. Weare 
unacquainted with its extent at preſent, 
but it ſeems to have a North and South di- 
rection. It is ſaid that all the rivers on 
the Eaſt fide of the mountain have an eaſt- 
18 courſe, and thoſe on the Welt fide take 

. „„ weſt- 
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* veſterly courſe; the latter muſt evidently 
2 into the South ſeas. 


About ij hundred | and ſeventy miles be- 
low where I wintered, or about four hundred 
and thirty miles from its mouth, two branches 
Unite in one; of theſe one is called the South 
branch, and the other the North branch. As 
I am the beſt acquainted with the latter, 1 
_ confine mz ſelf particularly to it in chi de- 
ſcription. 


I muſt not omit one particular relating to 
this river, which is the great quantity of 
Coal conveyed down by the current. I am 


of opinion that abundance of this mineral 


muſt be in the country above us, as a perſon 


once brought me down a piece he had taken 
from the earth, where it was piled up in heaps. | 


And it was in every reſpect ſimilar to that 
brought to London from the North of Eng- 
land and Scotland. He told me that he 


aſked the Indians the uſe of it; and on 


their expreſſing their ignorance, he put ſome 


of it in the fire which burnt violently to 


their great aſtoniſhment. However plenty 


it may be inland, it is certain there is 
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no want a it near the river, FOR, the great 
quantity left on the ſhoals. What other 
treaſures may be concealed in this unknown 


repoſitory, or what valuable. ores may be 
intermixed with the coal, I will not take 
u pon me to determine. 


All the lower country near the m ver for a 
conſiderable diſtance, affords no other wood 
than willows, and a few ſmall poplars. 
The land is exceedin g marſhy, and abounds 
with all kinds of aquatic birds in the ſpring 
and autumn. Higher up, the banks of the 


river are ſteeper, and pines become frequent, 


which are intermixed with a few inſignificant 
elm and birch trees, | 


: All theſe es are well ſtored with 
. beavers, otters, &c. but the red r, 
jumping deer, and buffalo, are not to be found 
till you are conſiderably higher up the river, 
where the country becomes more open, and ſo 
free from woods, that in many places ſcarce a 
ſufficiency can be procured to make a tem- 
porary fire for travellers, who are obliged in- 
ſtead thereof to uſe buffalo dung. During the 


winter, diſtant journies become dangerous, as 


the 


5 $ 1751 ; ) 
| the tempeſtuous weather often raiſes ſnow 
drifts, Difficulties ariſing from thence are 


not to be obviated by ſtrangers, but the 


natives ſeldom meet with any accidents 
through theſe obſtructions, their innate 
| knowledge of the country guiding them un- 
3 to os ſpot they would with to b n. 


— 
4. 


Many ſpacious lakes are to be Gong in 
the inland parts. Moſt of theſe abound with 


fiſh, eſpecially when joined to a river ; but 


the natives ſeldom or never look after 


them, and the greater part of thoſe Indians 
who came to our ſettlements to trade, will 
neither eat fiſh, water-fowl, nor any amphi- 
bious animal... | 


How fir the oil of this boundleſs coun- 
try may be favourable to the culture of 
vegetables, I. am not enabled to advance. Ex- 


periments, which ſhould be our only guide 


to knowledge in theſe matters, never having 


been much made uſe of: but if the opinion 


of an unexperienced perſon, could be of any 
weight, I think I may venture to ſay, that 
TRADE: Pa. would admit of cultivation. 
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The Hudſon' $ Bay Company ſervants have 
tried Indian corn and barley, by way of ex- 
periment, which came to perfection; Pbotatoes, 
Turnips, Carrots, Radiſhes, Onions, &c. 
have been lately reared, and found as good 


as thoſe in Canada ; and indeed, in forming 
a compariſon between-the two countries, the 
advantage ſeems to incline to the one I am 
deſcribing. It is true we are fituated a 


few degrees more to the Northward, and 


about fifty degrees to the Weſtward: of Que- 
bec, but in the four years experience I have 


had, I have not yet found a winter ſo ſevere, 


as one I paſſed near Montreal, where the 
weather is generally ſomething 1 milder than 
about Quebec: The cold ſets in, and the 


river ice breaks up, much about the fame 
time as it does there. . * 


| The fruits h ſpontaneouſly ſhoot up, 
are not in ſuch great variety in the wil- 
derneſſes of Canada, as in the country I am 


: ſpeaking of. The natives colle& vaſt quan- 


tities of a kind of wild cherries and bring 


them in for ſale. The Hudſon's Bay people 


make an excellent beverage of them, which 


{ 253 b 
. vrateful, to the al and is an excellent 
antiſcorbutic. Raſpberries, ſtrawberries, cur- 


rants, cranberries, and an infinity of other 
kinds which I know not the names of, are to 


be found every where. So that a perſon, 


without the help of ammunition, may in 
the ſummer ſeaſon procure a very comfortable 
ſubſiſtence, were he bewildered, and alone. 
Should any one be in this ſituation, almoſt 
every pond of water would furniſh him with 


eggs of ducks, &c. and every thicket wich a 
2 of delicious fruit. 


In . and humid ede the graſs 
grows to a great height, which fattens our 
Horſes in a ſhort time; but the buffalo uſu- 
ally makes choice of hilly, dry ground, to 

feed on, the blades of graſs on which are 
ſmall, ſhort and tender. When a numerous 
herd of theſe animals ſtay any length of 
time in one place, the ground is abſolutely 
barren there for the remainder of the ſeaſon, 


the graſs being eat off as _ as if ſhaved 
with a knife. 


K * 8 "0 
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It may not be amiſs in this place, to 
mention ſomething of the ſnakes and frogs, 
which take up their reſidence in the ponds 
of. this country. Theſe ponds become pu- 
trid after a long drought. The ſnakes are 
of a green colour, with longitudinal white 
lines from the head to the extremity of the 
tail. They are ſo very inoffenſive, that the 
Indians frequently play with them, and 
will tie them in knots round their necks. 
Whether theſe reptiles, like the frogs, lie in 
a torpid ſtate during the winter, I cannot 
ſay, but I have frequently found their ſkins 
dried by the ſun, which were hollow, but 
in other reſpects they were com nplete. 


The frogs reſume their exiſtence and fa- 
culties in the month of May; when the 

genial warmth of the ſun i invigorates them 
| afreſh. At this time they vent forth a moſt 
hideous croaking, day and night, and they 
are particularly chearful in rainy weather. 
The appearance of the frogs gives name to 
the month of May among the Nchetbaws 
Indians. 


The 


4 


The climate is very perceptibly milder 
here than in the parts on the ſea coaſt. The 
ſnow 1s not half fo deep, neither. are the 


hotteſt days in ſummer ſo ſultry. On the 


other hand, the animals in the upper country 
are not ſo liberally ſupplied with warm 


. cloathing, as thoſe of the lower country. 


The martins and other peltries of courſe are 


not ſo valuable. Nature, who ſupplies all her 
children according to their teveral neceſſities, 
makes a wide difference in the covering of 
the brute creation, proportioning it to the 
ſeverity of the weather they have to reſiſt ; 


even the partridge in the lower country is 
not neglected ; his legs and feet being co- 
vered with feathers in the ſame manner as 


the body. If a man is frozen in the upper 


country, it is owing to his not having taken 
proper care of himſelf; whereas upon the 


ſea coaſt, with every neceſſary precaution, 


a man will frequently have his noſe, face, 
or finger- ends ſkinned. 


The heavens, in cold winter nights, do 


not exhibit that luminous appearance, which, 


as s before remarked, is obſervable on the ſea 
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= 2 nor do the ſtars fine with that re-- 
fulgent luſtre. The Aurora Borealis is 
not ſo common nor ſo brilliant; the Par- 


helia and Paraſelenes are leſs frequent. 


Fogs in the winter, are unknown; whereas 


upon the coaſt, the ſun will be obſcured 


er weeks together and every tree, &c. to 


leeward, will be encruſted over with this 


unwholeſome effluvia, which the cold con- 
verts into rime. 


In ſhort, the two countries will admit of 


no compariſon: one is temperate and 


healthy, the land is dry, pleaſant, and fer- 


tile in ſpontaneous productions, and the 
animal creation is various and excellent 


for the ſupport of man: in it, a per- 


ſon who could live retired, might. paſs 


his days with eaſe, content, and felicity, and 
if he did not enjoy an uninterrupted ſtate 


of health, it would not be the fault of f the 


air he lived 1 in. 


on the n hand, the lower country 


is one endleſs bog, where the ſavage animals 
| themſelves ; are ſometimes conſtantly ſwampt. 


The 
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caſterly ſea fog. The weather uſually inci- 
dent to autumn and midſummer, is experi- 


enced in their different extremes during the 
ſhort ſpace of twelve hours. The inhabitants 


frequently fall a prey to the ſeverity of the 
froſt. The whole country furniſhes but one 


ſpecies of quadruped fit for the ſupport of 
man; and the Europeans are accurſed with 
an afflicting epidemical diſorder, which they 


very. emphatically term the The W 
Piſtemper.” 
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BUFFALO Pouxp. 


Or all the numerous tribes of 3 peds 
in this extenſive country, the Buffalo un- 


doubtedly merits a primary deſcription ; not 


only on account of its being the moſt nu- 


merous, but likewiſe for the great utility 


The fineſt ſummer's day will begin with a 
ſcorching heat, and terminate with a cold 
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"> 25 every part of it might be opivetind to, if 
ever 9 — — mould be eſtabliſhed. 


From the noſe to the root of the tail, a 
full grown male is about ten feet long ; the 
hair on the back is of a brown colour, but on 

\- the legs, neck, and head is inclinable to black; 

3 from the lower lip, to the breaſt, a tuft of 

| hair hangs down about a foot long; on the 
hinder part of the neck is an exuberance of 
fleſh, or hunch, which is eſteemed the moſt 

delicious part of the animal, and which 

much augments an * that 3 is at beſt 
moſt hideous. 


1 


The male Buffalo is exceeding ferocious 
when wounded, eſpecially in the copulating 
ſeaſon, and frequently proves fatal to the 
Indians themſelves. They herd together in 
thoſe ſpacious plains, which it is probable 
extend to the South Seas. The female ad- 
mits the male in July, and brings forth in 
the month of March or A pril following. 
The horns are black, curved inwards, and a- 
bout a foot long; they ſometimes fall off 


from the old females, but the males retain 
them 
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5 to he laſt. The weight of a full 
grown male is about one thouſand cabs 
Engliſh, and the fleſh, at leaſt of the Cows, 
equally eſteemed with our European beef. 
The old Bulls have no hair on them ſum-. 
mer or winter, for which reaſon they ſcek 
the woods; yet are nevertheleſs ſometimes _ 

frozen in ſevere ſeaſons. Altogether, the 

Buffalo is of an appearance truly frightful ; 

the Bulls in particular; which the great 
quantity of hair about the head, and the 


hunch contributes much to augment. 


* ** "I. 
4 Late bo 


5 * 
% 7 1 % 
PL "R444 By. Fi "= » 4 
La + — — wo, ue . : * * 4 * 4 on 1 „ 
/// d oy hes eg ee 


nota Ns 


Should this inland country ever be eſtab= 
liſhed, and manufacturers ſettled therein, 
every part of this animal would turn to ac- 
count: as for tallow, hides, hair, horns and 
hoofs. They might alſo be tamed to the 
plough ; and that with the greateſt facility, by 
taking them young in the month of April or 
May, which a man who is ſwift of foot 1 may 
do without the aſſiſtance of a horſe. 


The 
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The Indians have various ways of killin g 


the Buffalo ; one of which is by cautiouſly 
approaching them when feeding. The hunter 
upon this occaſion lies on his belly, and will 
ſometimes fire his gun forty or fifty times 
without raiſing the herd. They alſo pur- 
ſue them on horſeback, and ſhoot them 
with arrows and guns. But the means by 
which the greateſt numbers are taken, is by 
making a pound, which 18 conſtructed in 
8 the * manner:— 

« They are dither of a cir ve uae 2 
205 and differ according to the manner of 
the nation by whom they are made. The 
ſquare ones are compoſed of trees laid on one 
another, to the height of about five feet, 
and about fifty on each ſide of the ſquare. 
On that ſide at which the animals are in- 
tended to enter, a quantity of earth is laid, 
to the height of the conſtruction, ſo as to 
form a hill of an eaſy aſcent of about twenty 
feot. This done, a number of branches of 

: trees 
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Plan of a Buffalo Hund. 
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creafing in width, ſo that though the inward 


ends of theſe lines of branches are no more 


more than fifty. feet aſunder, the exterior end 
will exceed two hundred feet. After this, a 
number of poles, nearly fifteen feet long each, 
are placed at about twelve feet diſtance from 


each other, with a piece of Buffalo dung on 


the top, and in a ſtrait line from the boughs 
abovementioned. At the foot of each pole a 


man lies concealed in a Buffalo ſkin, to keep 


the animals in a ſtrait direction to the pound. 
Theſe poles are placed alike on each ſide, 
al ways increaſing in breadth from one fide to 


the other, and decreaſing in the ſame pro- 


| portion as the animals approach the pound. 
Every preparation being now made, three or 
four men ſet off on foot to find a herd of 


Cows ; for the Bulls they think not worth 


their trouble. Theſe they drive eaſily along, 


till they arrive within the vicinity of the 


pound, when one man is diſpatched to give 


notice to the other Indians, who immediately 
aſſemble on borſeback on each ſide the herd, 


keeping g 


trees are placed, fi” ade of ts 3 . 
in a ſtrait line from the raiſed hill, for about 
one hundred feet in length, -continually in- 
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F Mepin ga proper diſtance, for fear of fri gh t- 
ening the animals. By this means they are 
conducted within the exterior line of poles. 
It frequently happens that they will endea- 
vour to go out; to prevent which, the men 
who are placed at the foot of each pole, ſhake 
their ſkins, which drives the herd to the op- 
poſite fide, where the others do the ſame: 
ſo that at laſt they arrive at the pound, 
and fall in headlon g one upon another, ſome 
breaking their necks, backs, &c. And now 
the confuſion becomes ſo great within, that 
though the height of the building ſhall not 
exceed five feet, none will make their eſcape. 
To elucidate this deſcription of the Buffalo- 
Pound, I have rou ghly {ketched the n. 
_— 


This animal is numerous, according to. the 
ſituation of places they frequent; and moun- 
tainous land is uſually made choice of by 
them. The hair is inclinable to black. The 
full-grown Mooſe, is about the ſize of a 

large horſe, with lofty palmated horns, which 
| | fall 
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f fall off i in December or A They « engen 


der in the month of September or October, 


bring forth in May, and have from one to 
three at a birth. The Mooſe eats no graſs, 


but ſubſiſts chiefly on the young branches of 


willows and poplars. They are not very 
plenty in the parts I have deſcribed, and it 
is but ſeldom that above two are met with 


in one place, The meat of the Mooſe is 


perſon muſt eat it the inſtant it is taken 
from the fire; and even then the mouth is 


juſtly eſteemed for its excellence. 


The Rep Drs. 


The Red Deer is next in fize to the Mooſe, 
but it is not equal to it in its delicious fla- 


vour, on account of- the peculiar quality i in 
the fat, which turns cold ſo very faſt, that a 


ſometimes lined with a greaſe of the con- 
ſiſtence of tallow. The hair is of a reddiſh 


colour. The roſe buds are much eſteemed 


by the Red Deer, which, with young wil- 
lows, poplars, and graſs, conſtitute its food. 


The female receives the male, and brings 
forth at the ſame time with the Mooſe, and 
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produces « one and ſometimes two. at a time 


off in March. Theſe animals are very nu- 
merous in moſt parts of the country, and 


they aſſociate in herds; it is not uncommon 


do find five or fix hundred in a place, but 
they are not to be met with in the open 
ſpacious plains where the Bu ffalos reſort. 


Jour ix Dzzx. 
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This animal, thou oh not half the ke, of 
the Red Deer, is not the ſmalleſt of the ſpe- 
cies. The one under deſcription 1 receives its 
name from the ſingular manner of its courle ; 
this is by a continual ſucceſſion of jumps, 

which they perform with amazing celerity, 
ſpringing at the diſtance of fifteen or ſixteen 
feet at each jump. It is a ſmall clean-made 
animal, exceeding lively and gay, and i is of a 
| brown colour intermixed with grey . hairs. 


Its food conſiſts of graſs, of the fallen leaves 


of the poplar, the youhg branches of dif- 


ferent kinds of trees, and the moſs adherin g 
to the pines. The horns are about two feet 
long, and reſemble thoſe of the  precedin g 

ee 


(ws FJ 
FR except in fize ; they fall off in the 


| month of April. This handſome animal ruts 

n November, brings forth in May, and has 
one - and ſometimes two at a birth; It is = 

needleſs to add that the fleſh is delicious: 


There are two kinds of the Jumping Deer; 
dne of which has a very ſhort tail like the 
reſt of the ſpecies, whereas the other kind 


has a tail about a foot long, and covered | 


with red hairs: 


AP1s-T0-CHIK-0-SHISH; 


mal its proper name in the Engliſh language; 
perhaps it has never yet been deſcribed in na- 
tural hiſtory. The French people reſident in 
theſe parts, call it the Cv Br anc, from. a 

white mark on its rump. A more beauti- 
ful creature is not to be found in this or per= 


haps any other couritry. Extreme delicacy 
of make, and exact ſimilarity of proportion, 


| are obſervable in all its parts. No animal here 


1s ſo ſwift of foot : not the fleeteſt horſe of 


dog can approach it. They herd together in- 


L Arge 


I am not ſufficiently converſant in th 
| ſcience of Zoology to give this beautiful ani= 


wht „ 17 pe Be 7 > Anh Ow 33 * 
N : k ,_ _s n WER 85 
P — — 


hs = — p = £5 nt Þ. ent. A —— U— . # „ * 
1 . 0 TK yep LE Cine x tes rt 8 "a *:4 * po 15 1 1 . ] \ 2 8 o 
1 4 7 — * mn T7 "_ PS , 1 1 hd e 2 TG »— B+ « 
CN En EF ens Send r 


n 1 


1 — 
883 
©; £ 8 


* 1 PT 


* * 4 A'S 5 ”Y SY 
e IP a CAS. IEEE , ef Sen 2 
r 


3 
* 


q * * 
. * 
. . 
<3 ip, 


$08 
* 99 . 

- 
r 


oz ; ho. * *. 460. We 8 La r * Ss 
F 


8 4 ©Iv36: 
* a 8 5 « . 


r 
n 


n 


* * 

C . 

Nee 9 
n 


N 
r 
n 


"I 
3s 
= 
RU 
Ss 
* 
1 II 
7 

5 
E 
1 
ba: 
1 

1 
be 


large droves, but ſometimes three or four 
only are found in a place. Its horns are not 
offified like the other ſpecies, nor are they 
branched. Both male and female have them, 
but they never fall off: they reſemble more 
the horns of the Goat than thoſe of the Deer 
ſpecies. They feed upon moſt kinds of 
graſs, and the tender twigs of trees. The 
whole length may be about four feet and a 
half; the legs are white and ſlender; the reſt 
of the body of a _ red, : with a white 
ſpace on the np. 


4 At che Stony Mountain: and parts adja- 
cent, other cornuted animals are found which 


are entirely unknown to us here. People 
that I have converſed with on this ſubject, 


who have been there, deſcribe a kind of 
Goat; and alſo an animal which retembles 
our Sheep, the horns of the male of which 
bear a great ſimilarity to thoſe of the Ram. 
I have ſeen large ladles made of theſe horns, 
| ſome of which would contain two. quarts of 


water. Without doubt, if the inland parts 


were explored by a perſon of ingenuity, many 


uſeful diſcoveries might be made in every 
branch of Nature's operations, as well relat- 
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ing to the vegetable as the animal world; but 


unfortunately thoſe mercantile gentlemen who 


have hitherto been ſent into this Terra incog- 
nita have been fo very intent upon the pe- 
cuniary emolument, ariſing from the trade 
they are engaged in, as intirely to neglect 
every effort to obtain a knowledge of the 
country and its productions; though ſuch 


an undertaking would be attended with little 


or no expence, and would certainly redound 
much to their honour, if not to their profit. 


\ 


ſupport of the inhabitants of the country, it 
will be neceſſary to mention the carnivorous 

animals to be met with; as alſo the amphi- 
bious ones. Under the former head we have 
Bears, two ſpecies of Wolves, Lynxes, 


Foxes, Wolverins, &c: but as theſe have 


frequently been very particularly deſcribed, 
I ſhall give but a conciſe account of each, viz. 


Bra Rs are of thres kinds; the black, the 


ted, and the grizzle Bear. The former is 
the leaſt offenſive, and, when taken young, N 
e ee — n_ 
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Having given a brief account of ſuch of 
the four-footed tribe as contribute to the 
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the moſt docile and ſuſceptible 50 Kind "EN 
As to the other kinds, their nature is ſavage 
and ferocious, their power 18 dangerous, and 
their haunts to be guarded againſt. The 
numbers of od Indians, to be ſeen i in this 
country, exhibit a melancholy proof of their 
| power over the human ſpecies. . A Canadian, 
laſt ſummer had his arm laſcerated in a dread- 
ful manner by one of theſe deſtructive ani- 
mals: yet if a man is mounted upon a good 
horſe, he may attack one with ſucceſs ; nor 
will they always fall on a perſon unprovoked. | 
They feed upon berries, roots and fleſh. 
In ſummer they travel about, but in winter 
they live in a ſtate of i inanimation in ſome re- 
ceſs under ground, and ſuſtain nature by 


Inching their . N 5 


Wo vs are exceedingly numerous in this 
inland country; where they find a plentiful 
ſubſiſtence from the carcaſes of wounded Buf- 
falos, and others which are left and killed 
by the natives. They are taken in traps and 
ſnares. . The Indians likewiſe ſhoot them in 
the following manner: A Buffalo being 
killed, and cut in pieces 0 over night, the In- 
dians 


— Ty ee. 


* 


n 


% 


dians appear at the place the next morning 
on horſeback, where they find the Wolves 


1o over-gorged with eating, as to be incapa- 
ble of retreating, ſo that they become an eaſy 


prey to the hunters. The Wolf is very vo- 


racious, and will conſume an enormous quan- 


tity of food in a ſhort time; but then he will 

go a conſiderable time without any kind of 

5 . ſubſiſtence whatever. The ſkin becomes i in 
ſeaſon about the beginning of December "2 


and the winter hair begins to fall off about 
the latter end of March, after the ſeaſon of ; 


copulation is over. They are not ſo large as 


thoſe found on the ſea ſhore at Hudſon's 

Bay, nor are their ſkins ſo well covered with 
A warm fur. The Wolves are poſſeſſed of 
much cunning and addreſs in procuring food: 


in particular they will chace the Red Deer 
in a direct courſe to a precipice, when that 
creature being on full ſpeed, and not foreſee- 


ing its danger, falls down with great force, 


and is inevitably killed, or Prev ted from 
making his e OY 


LyXXxES are e met with in the 
upper country, but ſo rarely that I cannot with 
IL. 1 any 
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| 5 "PI s are not found ww in ſuch plenty - 
or variety as on the ſea coaſt, and it is need- 
leſs to add, that the fur is of an inferior 
quality. There i is a ſpecies of ſmall Red 
"Foxes here which is not an inhabitant of 
theſe frigid regions. They ſubſiſt on mice, 
and any kind of carrion which the ſagacity of 

their ſmell may guide them to. The fœcun- 
dity of the Fox is remarkable, notwithſtand- 
ing which, they are not numerous. 


Wol vx RI Ns are ſcarce in theſe parts. This 
beaſt is as much addicted to peculation and : 
cunning as any of the carnivorous animals 

| Whatever. He chooſes rather to attempt the 
deſtruction of the trap than to enter into it. 
No Indian hoards of proviſions” ate ſecure 
from his diſcovery. He aſcends trees with 
the greateſt facility; and if he is not able to 
deſtroy the whole of the repoſi tory, he will 
hide the reſt in as _ places as there are 
proces | in the hoard. 


T-juſt 


5 n 
nk juſt mention theſe animals, rather to ſig- 


nify that they are natives of this country, 
than to attempt a deſcription of them, which 


is already well known” For the ſame reaſon. 
it is neceſſary to add, that the Fiſher, Martin, 


Mink, Badger, American and Alpine Hares, 


Ground and Wood Squirrels, Ermines, Muſk 
Rats, Kc. are found here. 


The amphibious animals are Beavers and 
Otters. The ingenuity of the former in 


building their houſes, ſtopping the current 
of rapid Creeks, and felling large trees, can- 
not be ſufficiently admired. The Beaver is 
of a very docile diſpoſition, and when taken 
5 young and properly brought up, may be made 


to diſcover a very faithful and affectionate re- 


gard for his keeper. I once poſſeſſed a young 
male which, after a month's keeping, would 
follow me about like a dog; and when I 
had been abſent from him for a couple of 
hours, he would ſhew as much joy at my 
return as one of the canine ſpecies could poſ- 


ſibly do. I t was embarked on board a ſhip 


in H udſon's Bay, and arrived in England; but 
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was ſoon after killed by an Eſquimaux dog, 
| which was s likewiſe ſent home as a curioſity, 


Bin ps heal and migratory, 


Thoſe who winter with us, are a few 


ſpecies of the Hawk and Owl genus, the 


Butcher-bird, the Magpye, and Raven, the 


Pheaſant and two kinds of Partridges : 
but where I wintered we had not any of 
the Ptarmigans which are ſo numerous on 


the ſea-coaſt of Hudſon's Bay. A few of 
them are however to be found more to the 


| ſouthward, though of a diminutive ſize. 


The country being ſo well ſtored with 


animals of the larger kind, to ſupply its inha- | 


bitants with food, it is but ſeldom the fea- 


thered game are diſturbed. Notwithſtanding 


which they are far from being numerous : 


and what is very remarkable, and exhibits 
at once the foſtering hand of the God of 


nature, is—That in thoſe parts of the coun- 


try, where the larger animals are the moſt 


rare, Partridges, Rabbets, &. are in the 


greateſt plenty ; whereas in thoſe parts where 


5 . 
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| hb Moc, Thee; and Buffalo are innumera- 5 


5 ble, ſcarce oy are to be found. 


In the 8 of April birds of paſſage 
begin to viſit theſe countries. Of the mi- 
Jrafory tribe the Eagle is the firſt ſeen, and 


from which the month of March takes its | 


name Mong: the Ne-heth-aw-a Indians. 


1 


There are two ſpecies of Gods. a Geeſe 
are in all the variety to be found in any other 


country; as the large Grey- gooſe, Canada 


Seeſe, Snow Geeſe, Laughing Geeſe; &c. 


Ducks, Loons, and every other kind of : 


aquatic birds that are to be met with in 


America, are likewiſe found here. 


ST 


An ornithological deſcri ption of theſe dif- 
ferent ſpecics would not only intrude upon 


my daily avocations, but is an undertaking to 


which I candidly acknowledge my abilities 
are not adequate. All I have propoſed to 


myſelf in committing theſe remarks to pa- 


per, is to inform thoſe who with to be in- 


formed, that the inland parts of Hudſon” 8 


. is a fine e 3—is amply ſupplied by 
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nature - | 
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Nature with moſt things faſſicient for the 


ſupport of man and beaſt, either in a wan- 


dering or ſettled ſtate, and that it is a part of 


the world which has long, too long, been 
neglected by thoſe whoſe duty to their coun- 


try, ought to have urged them to explore it. 


If this had been done, manifold would have 
been the advantages which would have re- 


ſulted from their laudable referchies. Had 
this been done, the diſtance to the ſouthern 


ocean long e're this might have been aſcer- 


tained ;—alliances have been formed with un- 


known nations of Indians ;—the productions 


of the country been known; and perhaps the 
| certainty of a north-weſt paſſage developed. 


Among the birds of paſſage, who viſit 


us in the ſpring are many of the ſmall vocal 


kind; which for beauty and diverſity of plu» 


mage, and the ſweetneſs of their notes, may 


vie with thoſe of more hoſpitable climes. 


many of theſe little ſongfters I have never 


ſeen any where elſe. I believe we have ſe- 
veral non-deſcripts, and perhaps ſome which 


are * peculiar to this country in the ſummer. 


Amon g 


5 


(us) 
Among he: rarely-found birds here, tho 
Humming Bird deſerves a plaec. 


p 1 8 H. 


All the fiſh we were able to procure in 
the winter were caught in lakes, but in the 


ſpring of the year, the river is known to a- 


bound with exquifite Sturgeon. Thoſe 


taken in the lakes were Jack, Guiniads, 
Perch, and a very bony fiſh termed by the 


Engliſh in theſe parts a ſucker ; all which 


are excellent in their kinds. The method 
of fiſhing in the winter ſeaſon, when nature 


is bound up by the durable chains of intenſe. 
froſt, is by letting down a net under the 
ice, which is done without much difficulty, 


even though the ice ſhould be ſix feet thick. 
An excellent fiſh in taſte, and in appear- 
ance much like a Herring, was caught in the 
river with a hook and line in great numbers. 
On the whole, fiſh are not fo numerous in 
the inland parts, as in thoſe waters which 
Join to the ſea : however, if the finny erea- 
tion are ſcarce, nature has made up for this 


deficiency 
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deficiency by ſupplying a redundancy of the 
larger animals, which furniſh both food and 


raiment for the inhabitants of the . 


7 1 


Of the IxprANs, their Cuſtoms, &c, 


The Indians who come to our Trading- 
houſes in the parts before deſcribed, are the 
only ones we have any acquaintance with, and 
even our knowledge of theſe, it muſt- be 
owned, is very imperfect. Thoſe who have 
hitherto reſided here, have been too much 
actuated by the impetuous deſire of accumu- 
lating wealth, to allot a ſmall portion of their 
time to the advancement of uſeful know- 


ledge, and indeed, to ſpeak the truth, I have 


not yet met with one who had any more 


ingenuity than inclination to apply himſelf 
to a ſubject which had no immediate proſ- 


pect of advancing his Penning concerns. 


| On the acher, or weſtern fide of the "RY 
Mountain are many nations of Indians, ut- 
terly unknown to us, except by Indian in- 
formation, which we cannot enough rely on 
= 7 


to juſtify us in advancing for facts, what 


may, perchance, be founded in error and 
miſrepreſentation. All I can ſay for certainty 
3s, that a principal nation of theſe Indians is 
known to us by the name of the Snake In- 
dians. That all the other Indians we have 
received an account of go to war againſt 
them every ſummer. In theſe war excur- 


ſions many female ſlaves are taken, who are 
ſold to the Canadian traders, and taken down 


to Canada; contrary to the maxims of the 


Hudſon s Bay people, who never buy them 


nor give any encouragement to this kind of 


traffic. It may be ſaid that this commerce 
encourages the Indians to make war on each 


other for the ſake of ſelling the captures: 


but this 1 is not the caſe. It is no more in 


the power of the traders to hinder them 


from going to war, than it is of the Go- 


vernor of Michilimacinac, who does all in 
his power annually to prevent it: and as for 


the captives they are rather happy in the 
change than otherwiſe; for if the conquerors 


had no proſpect of making a profit by them, Z 
they would be all killed when taken; but by 
being conveyed to Canada they are taught 
FF 5 W 


. C9) 
the principles of religion, and become uſeful 
members of ſociety. 


That there are Euro pean traders ſet ted 
among the Indians from the other ſide of the 
Continent is without a doubt. I myſelf have 
ſeen horſes with Roman capitals hurnt in their 
flanks with a hot iron. I likewiſe once faw 
a hanger with Spaniſh words en graved on the 
blade. Many other proofs have been obtained 
to convince us that the Spaniards on the op- 
Polite fide of the Continent make their inland 
perigrinations as well as ourſelves; but I have 
have been told by one of theſe ſlave women, 


that it is not peltry wy come * in 
queſt of. 


Thoſe Indians from whom the Peltries 
are obtained are known to us s by the follow 
ing names, viz. _ \ \ 
The Ne-heth-ato-a Indians. 
The Afinne-poetuc Indians. 
| The Fall Indians. 
| The Suſſee Indians. 
The Black-feet Indians. 
The Paegan Indians. 
The Blood Indians, 
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Of the NE-nETH-AW-A Indians. 


This is the name they give to themſelves, 
and their language. They are ſcattered over 
a very extenſive country, for which reaſon 
they do not appear to be numerous, but 
were the different tribes to be collected, this 
nation would hold much greater influence 
among the others than they ſeem to'do.— 
J am of opinion, that the chips late 
deſcribed by Carver, and inhabiting. the 
countries to the ſouth-caſtward, ſprung from 
the ſame original ſtock with the Ne-heth- 
aw-as. The great affinity of their language 
ſeems to confirm this conjecture; for a 
perſon acquainted with the principles of 
one language, can without difficulty make 
himſelf underſtood to thoſe who ſprak the 
other. Theſe two nations have always been 
in ſtrict alliance with each other, and many 
of the Ochipawas live in a promiſcuous man- 
ner among the Ne-heth-aw-as, and upon very 
friendly terms with them, their country 
being infinitely ſuperior to many of their 
northern neighbours, who inhabit a much 
colder track, and are poor in the extreme. 


of 
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of all the different nations in theſe; parts * 
whom the Europeans have found out to vend 
their commodities to, the one under deſcrip- 
tion is become the moſt familiar. Their 
dountry being the loweſt down on the river 
I have mentioned before, they have been the 
longeſt acquainted with us, and conſequently 


they are the moſt debauched, inervated, and 
corrupted. For, as I have more than once 

obſerved, we have hitherto wofully expe- 
rienced that the ſavage race have always ac- 
quired more bad qualities than good ones 
from their intercourſe with Europeans. 
This nation in particular become annual ly 
more difficult to deal with. Fraud, cunning; 
Indian fineſſe, and every concomitant vice, is 
practiſed by them, from the boy of twelve 
years of age, to the decrepid and infirm old 
man of four-ſcore. Nothing is more ap- | 
plauded by them than ſucceſsful peculation. 
Drunkenneſs and theft are diſtinguithed ac- 
compliſhments among all the nations; but this 
mow! ſtands foremoſt as the moſt mo: 


It muſt, PV RAY be underſtood, that the 
foregoing general outline of the Indian cha- 
ractet 


4 mr } 

rafter relates more particularly to their over- 
reaching 1 in trade; for where that is not con- | 
_ cerned, you will find inſtances of honeſty | 
and fidelity among them which would do 
honour to a people governed by the wiſeſt 
laws, and reſtrained from the commi iſſion of 
every enormity by the force of religion. 


1 the Savage commits murder, ok = 


or any other crime of an injurious nature, 


5 the pangs of a guilty conſtience may probablỹ 


upbraid him with the perpetration of the fact} 
yet he is fo far from fearing corporal dan ger 
from that ſociety whoſe peace he has diſ- 
turbed, that he will range through the wilds 
of a pathleſs country, and ſeek a ſubſiſtence 
in whatever part he chooſes, witliout fear of 


retallation; for the countty being extenſive, — 


| he finds out a ſpot to live in unmoleſted, 
where che offended party cannot, or r dare not, 
30 in | queſt of him. | 


„ * of Savage liberty iS at men- 
| tioned to exemplify to us that though the 
Indian is guilty of taking away tlie life of 
a fellow creature, though he glories 1 in the 
nc of dexterous theft, and will with⸗ 
| N | | ut 
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| out . exerciſe every injuſtice on its 


neighbour with impunity; yet, as he is not 


' reſtrained by divine or human laws from 


theſe acts of outrage, nor does the idea of 
temporal and eternal puniſhment excite com- 
punction in his mind, ſurely theſe enormities 
are not of ſo deep a dye as if committed by 
a man, whoſe mind is enlightened, and 


who is ſuppoſed to have a more juſt ſenſe of 


the claims of ſociety and the injunctions of 
religion. 


As 1 cannot too deeply impreſs che Hs, 
I muſt again repeat that the greateſt peſt ever 


ſent into any country to render miſerable its 
devoted inhabitants, never could exceed the 


| deſtructive introduction of ſpirituous liquors 


among the Indians. Almoſt every imper- 


fection of their natures, and every miſery they 
undergo, may be traced up to this baneful 


fountain. It is, during the time of inebri- 


ation that the murderer lifts the bloody Knife, 
or tomohawk, againſt the parent or friend; 
it is, during this temporary madneſs, that 5 
long g- paſſed i injuries and forgotten jealouſies 
are recalled from oblivion; it is during this 


| fatal intoxication, that orphans and widows 


ars 


! I 


{ ag ) 
are made friendleſs, and the only ſupport of 
a large family laid low in an inſtant. Their 
aunconquerable attachment to ſpirituous liquors 
keeps them in endleſs poverty; for to obtain 
it they even ſell the miſerable cloathing off 
their backs. 


It is to be lamented that this evil ſeems 
rather to gain ground than otherwiſe; and 


can never be effectually remedied, but by the 


concurrence of the Traders conjointly. It 
would certainly be a laudable undertaking; 
and the advantages reverting to themſelves 
from it would be manifold. Their property 
and ſervants would be more ſecure, the In- 


dians by increaſing in numbers would pro- 
cure a greater quantity of ſkins, and the wars 


which uſually ſubſiſt between the different 
Tribes, would be leſs frequent and bloody. 


As a remarkable inſtance of the honeſty and 


fidelity which is yearly experienced from theſe 


Indians, Imention the followin g.—TheHud- 
ſon's Bay traders who take up goods into the 
interior parts, annually, have occaſion to em- 


ploy Indians, as well in carrying up the ar- 
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- ticles they barter with the natives, as in 
conveying down the furs . the pee 
ceding year. 


: An . with hs wife will l 5 | 


his canoe four packs or pieces of ſixty or 


ſeventy pounds each; which he takes down 
through rivers and Jakes unfrequented, and 


known. perhaps only to himſelf. In doing 
this it often happens that no other canoe is 
in company, and he conſequently has the 
_ faireſt , opportunity poſſible of going off 
with the property committed to his care, 
which probably would enable him to live in 
affluence for years to come. Nor would 
there be any poſſibility of the owners diſco- 
vering his retreat if he chooſes to abſcond. 
And yet, notwithſtanding the temptation is 
ſo great, after a trial of fifteen years, it is a 
well-known fact, that not an inſtance has 
tranſpired of any embezzlement being made : 
on the contrary, the whole of theſe little 
cargoes are delivered up with as much 
punctuality, ag if their future welfare de- 
pended on their honeſty. The only reward 
for this ſingular ſervice, which is a very 
conſiderable ſaving to the Company, is the 
value 


* 


1 165 5 | 
kc of fix beaver ſkins, paid for each pack 
or piece, and the further gratification | of a 


{mall quantity of Engliſh brandy ; which 
they receive on their arrival at the ſettlement. 


The Indians in the interior country are well 


made, and well featured; they are of a copper 


complexion, and few diſtorted or deformed 
objects are found among them. Their con- 


ſtitutions are naturally hale and diſorders few. 


The Venereal diſeaſe is known to them, but 
the malady is not ſo virulent as in our hemi- 
ſphere; and it is eaſily overcome with roots of 


their own diſcovery which they apply them- 


ſelves. I have not yet heard of any dying of 


the diſorder. They are more inclined to be 


of a lean habit of body than otherwiſe; a cor- 
pulent Indian is a much greater curioſity than 
a ſober one. This may in a great meaſure be 
imputed to the wandering ſtate of life they 
lead, which requires much action, and fre- 
_ an of tuation. 


T hey are very Stade to thoſe his act 
with propriety towards them; eſpecially 5 
when far diſtant from the Trading- houſes. 
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N winter the ſervants of the Traders will 
be ſcattered all over the country among dif- 
ferent bands, and come in to their employers 


in the ſpring, without the leaſt violence being 
oe to e . or effects. 5 


. lade 4. is — of a pair 
of ſtockings made of leather, dreſt fine and 
pliable like ſhammy ; ; a ſort of looſe jacket, 
with fleeves of the fame kind; and over all 
he throws a dreſt Buffalo ſkin or a blanket. 
The hair of the young men is tied in different 
forms, - and their faces ſometimes painted ac- 
cording. to their different fancies, but the 
men advanced in years, ſeldom paint their 
face, or tye their hair. The dreſs of the 
women differs not very materially from that 
of the men. When they can get cloth, they 
make a pair of ſhort ſtockings of it, alſo a 
kind of cloſe coat and ſleeves of the ſame, 
with a blanket or Buffalo ſkin over all. Caps 
are very ſeldom worn either by male or fe- 
male; but a dreſt Fiſher or Otter ſKin is fre- 
quently, put round the heads of the men, the 
major part of which hangs down the back. 


6 3 The 
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The youn 8 men employ the _ part 


af their time in the care of their horſes, and 
in. dreſs and play. The country being ſo 


ſuperabundantly ſupplied with animals for, 


food, little of their time is required to pro- 


cure it. In the ſummer ſeaſon they « either go 


to make war on their enemies, or ſtay at 
home in a ſtate of eaſe and inaction. 


In he: war excurſions, the old men, wo- 


en and children ſtay behind in a place of 
ſafety; ; while the younger part of the tribe 
cautiouſly approach the confines of their ene- 


my's country. During their approach they 


make no fires, for fear of their adverſaries diſ- 
covering the ſmoke; and they travel more 


in the night than in the day, that the dark 


neſs may favour their attack, 


When the encampment of the enemy is diſ- 


covered, they lie in ambuſh for the remainder 
of that day, and when they ſuppoſe all wrapt 
up in ſleep, the laughter is began with a fe- 
rocity that Indian fury could alone inſpire. 
Men, women and children all fall promiſcu- 


bu ly to ſatiate the warrior's revenge, and 
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eompenſate the loſs of deceaſed friends; 
none are { pared but young girls, who are 
taken captive and ſold to the Canadian Tra- 


: ders and become thereby more happy | than 
their r flaoghtered * had ever been. | 


Notwirhſtandin 9 che w warrior uſes fo 1 
elt to find his enemy unprepared, yet it 
ſometimes happens that he is diſcovered, and 

a ſafe retreat becomes impracticable. In this 
dilemma both parties fight with great bravery, 
: each fide being provided with coats of mail, 

made of many folds of dreſt leather, which 
are impenetrable to the force of arrows: they 
have alſo ſhields, made of undreſt Buffalo 
hides, which they ſhift about i in the time of 
action with admirable dexterity and {kill. 
If but one man is killed, the engagement is at 
an end, and the loſing party betake themſelves 
to flight, to lament their loſs at leiſure. Some 
campaigns are wholly employed i in ſtealing 
horſes, and in committing depredations on 


each others property ; but the invader often 
pays with his life for his NY: 


heir 


( 13; * 


Their horſes are of great ſervice to the 
Indians in theſe expeditions, and are much 
eſteemed by them. Many of the men ſhew _ 
more affection for their horſes than for their 
wives. The horſes bred here are variouſly 


coloured, like our Engliſh horſes, and 
about the fize of thoſe found in the north 

of Scotland and the Scottiſh ifles. They were 
originally imported by the Spaniards on the 
weſtern fide of the Continent, and it is but 


lately that they have become common among 


the Nehethawa Indians. Many broils and 


animoſities among the natives, originate | 


from a defire of being in poſſeſſion of theſe 
animals. One party generally commences 
hoſtilities by ſtealing the horſes of their ad- 


| verſaries, and they in return retaliate; ſo 


that at length a mutual reſentment takes 


place, and war becomes abſolutely neceſſary. 


The religious ideas entertained by the In- 
dians of theſe parts, like thoſe before de- 


ſcribed, appear to be very abſtruſe and con- : 


fuſed. They ſeem to allow of a Supreme 
Being who dwells above, and whom they 


ſuppoſe to be the author of every bleſſing 


they 
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they. enjoy. They do not however Sooke 
him to protect them, for they ſay he is too 
good to cauſe them any harm. On the 
other hand, the evil ſpirit they admit of, is 
held by them in abhorrence and fear. They 
Imagine that through his malevolence and 
contrivances, they are perpetually haunted 
by misfortunes ; and they conceive, that he 
grudges them whatever they enjoy. They 
therefore will not partake of any thing they 
ſet a value on, without firſt throwing a part 
into the fire for the evil ſpirit. Many other 
ſuperſtitious ideas are very prevalent amongſt 
them; but they are too ſimple to merit 
notice. The undulating motion of the Au- 
rora Borealis, is ſuppoſed by them to be their 
departed friends, who are rejoicing in the 
regions of the bleſſed. From this idea they 
ſeem to have apprebenſions of a Satire Rake. 


The 1 Indians, like 2 1 
before mentioned, meaſure numbers by de- 
cads, as one ten, two tens, three tens, &c. 
and 49 would be expreſſed by ſaying 4 tens 
and * of 5 tens s wanting we. 


They 
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They divide the year into thirteen moons, 
which are all expreſſive of ſome remarkable 
event at the time. The firſt moon in'the 
following liſt came in on the 12th of De- 
cember 1784, and was called by them 


Pou- arch-e-kin- e- ſhiſh.—It is ſo named 


from the wind blowing the bruſh _ 
the pine tree. 
Ke-ſha-peſhem—or the Old Hoon. 
Me-ke-ſu-a-peſhem—or the Eagle Moon; 


from theſe birds appearing about this : 


time. 
Nis- cau-peſhem—or ths Gotife Moon: 


A.: theck- a- peſnem—or the Frog Moon.; 


the frogs n to croak bn this 
time. 9 8 | EIS 
O- pin-e- ou-wa- o- o- peſnem — FA called on 


account of birds laying their eggs about 


this time. 


ob account of 


young birds being fledged at this time. 
O- pus-ko- a- peſnem on account of vows 
molting their feathers. 


O-po-ho-a-peſhem—onaccountof| birds tak 
ing their bs about this time. 
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O-noch-a-ha-to-a-peſhem—on account of 
all the animals of the deer Kind rutting 
at this time. ES 
©- . account of 
the rutting ſeaſon. being over. 
| Cus-cut-ta-no-a- -peſhem—6n account of 
the rivers freezing at this time. 
A-theck-a-peu-a-peſhem—on account of 
the cold ning ri rime to adhere to the 
bes. 


This Indian method of computing time 
js very palpably founded in error, and can- 
not be made to anſwer to our year, or twelve 
callender months, which bring round the 
year exactly. Whereas the Indian compu- 
tation by moans falls ſhort eleven days; con- 
ſequently the moon which appeared on the 
rath of December 1784, would appear 
about the firſt of that month in the follow w- 
ing year, and ſo on, having annually a re- 
trograde motion of eleven days. Whether 
it be to remedy this, or, what is more pro- 
bable, that they really think the year con- 
fiſts of thirteen lunations, certain it is, 
they thruſt in another moon. They do not, . 
5 | © however, 


'S 193 7 
g however, agree among themſelves, W 
to the number of days each moon contains. 


- 


The language of theſe people is conciſe, 5 


ſmooth, and inſinuating; and ſo copious, 
that by one word, they will expreſs an idea, 
which would require three or four words to 
explain it, in the French or Engliſh tongues. 
A ſufficiency is ſoon acquired to make oneſelf 
underſtood, but to ſpeak it with a fluent 
propriety, requires time and attention. 


Juglers and itinerant doctors are held in 
great reputation and reverence by the Indi- 


ans, who impute to divine inſpiration, the 


bungling performance of a few legerdemain 


tricks. It is not uncommon for theſe jug- 
lers to pretend to dive into the abyſs of fu- 


| turity ; to foretel the ſucceſs of a war ex- 


pedition ; and very gravely to point out the 
place where the enemy are to be found. 


Theſe gentry are always poſſeſſed of more 
property than the others, every one making 


them preſents for adminiſtering their medi- 


cines, which conſiſt of a variety of pow- 


dered N &c. THe bag! in which the holy 


medicine 


- 

— - - dens #- | r 4 8 N 8 * r 1 wo = — — — 
D n n e 2 © 0 £ we 
2 FR ” „ n 122 , wat 5 LE a # by N A. Aon. 2 . : #, Kat ; act. h — 

— - x 4; * 8 D X 


* 
* 
- 
27 
5 
* 
4 
Ts 
4: 
43 
17 
+ 
t; 
br” 
+ 
* | 
'S 
4 
$ 
E 
1 + 
j++ 
85 
£4 
52S. 
* 
* 1 
A 7 
* 
* 
19 
24 2 
1 2 
>: 
* 
3. 
75 
2 
©; 
> gs 
$ 
& 
v0 
775 
"* 
| — 
+ 
: 
4 
FIT 
Fx 
WO. 
WA 
. 
25 
72 
13 
ih 
* 
S 
{ 
* 
* 4 
* 
4 
t 
+= 
IJ 
(7 
2 
Fei 
i 
» 
R . 
I; 
6 * 
2 
I 
4 
+ 
1 
x 
A 
5 
: * 
.* 
$ 
i 
> 
7 
£7 
. 
11 
I 
N 
1 
* 
4 
3 
oo 
j 
— 
1 
"= 
li 
4 el 
-£D 
. 
1 
"Wi 
" 
4 


, « 
2 r 2222 L 
—_— 


z 
— 
3 [08 m 
n by 
„ 5 


y 1 = 
abt: Thott Sr org or. Ye — * 
—_ N A 


—_ 


2 
— 4 — 


Lon 
12.2999 — . Me” 0mm 4.4 At; 1 * E 
My ac — — — a Hy 4 


8 


H 
n ou * * * an MR, 4 . — 1 n 1 
— ** . £/<'I y PTE g E 7 Do A £ — 
_— ? N _ 2 N —— — — „ e * 
———œä Pa ut rr 


K mgeo_—_—TT \ 4 . 
8 f 0 «24 _ 
Ls. 5 £5 o n . 1 ” 
- / 2 2 
1 . * 


Fo COAT SF. 0) 
n 


* 
ITY D ere 3 
n = Nee 


25 LIE 
* 42 oe 


r 


as 
3 


medicine is * is | held in particular 
veneration, and it would be an unpardonable 
facrilege- for any woman to touch it; for 
which reaſon the men in their journies bear 
_ themſelves the ſacred repoſitory. 


Some of theſe curious performers of de- 
ception will pretend to lay eggs, and ſwal- 
low wooden pipe ſtems, as large as walking 
ſticks. They will tell you very ſeriouſly, that 
they are able to make rum, tdbacco, cloth, 
&c. but whenever we put their dexterity to 
the trial, we always diſcovered the decep- 
tion. We took care always not to let them 
know that we had done ſo, for de of lower 
ing them in the eſteem of their credulous 
followers, which would have been very 
mortifying to the! ingenious performer. 

It is now time to ſay ſomething of the 
other nations in the liſt ; but the account I 
have to give muſt be very conciſe, as we 
are 0. unacquainted with their cuſtoms 
conſtitutions, &c. Our knowledge of the 
Nehethawas, as I hinted before, being the 
moſt perfect, the preceding account is more 

3 


by / 


| E 195 Mo 


particularly applied to that nation. 20 
whole of the information I have been able 
to obtain in regard to the reſt, is too ſuper- 


ficial to induce me to attempt a minute de- 


ee of them. 


Ass INN EE PoE Tuc. 


This nation is thus named by the preced- 


ing one, which ſignifies in their language, 
the Stone Indians. In the maps of North 
America, where the reſidence of theſe in- 
cognita is ſaid to be, a nation of Indians is 


marked down, called the Aflinneboils ; and 


this is the name by which the Canadian 
French, ſtill continue to call them. But 


it is a certain fact, that when the French 


poſſeſſed Canada, they never named any na- 
tion of Indians with propriety. The laſt 
deſcribed people they termed Crees ; but their 
reaſon for doing fo is only known to them- 
ſelves, unleſs it was from the Ochipewas 
calling them Criſtineaux ; which may pro- 
bably be the caſe. 


The 


7 — N > 444 - rv . . PR 225 A * b 2 * 7 1 * 5 — — 4 . - » 5 fon L * © * " PT "Ie * r DS — * ” 
: 7 q 4 ” 1 —— wk 2 3 n n 8. 4 - — 4 g * Wy -«/ + d * — * Gees * Ie — IF * T e . r S og + 4. SB” % HTS Ghia Take - _ r Fan N N ? - — * "603 Po. * 
9 . * IS. 75 r e «> . p 6 4 k = 3 r - — 1 | , ke 0 : , 1 Ss. 
4 l tere * 2 7 * _ 4 < - Wr * hs. . . * Ca. Wi 1 — _ os "og n . A. * 5 * — 4 2 * r 8 a To 4 
Za ves hrs Os 4 , Me * * —— — "2 - FI * ny p - 2 = 2 rn * 1 . a 7 Aw . i et. 8 1 2 8 0 * 
2 2222 NY as 43 A 5 5 2 "I : Mug R bY -»Þ alli. n 8 * eee — 2 3 e 5 WH. r 
7. I 2 on: p 3 . 2 2 4 * ——— r 6 * — 1 1 — Wo. Law 


S440 1 
. 
r 


— — — ” 0 * 
- - — ” PETS. > Y 
. wo iy 49 4 2 
wth - ; ks 


e — —7 >= 
r 
D 


— 
F 
1 


(. 196 * 
The nation under deſctiption i is a detached 
tribe from the Naudawiſſees on the river 
Miſſiſſippi, mentioned in Carver's Travels, 
who anciently ſeparated from the general 


ſtock, on account of ſome inteſtine commo- 
tion. At preſent theſe tribes are declared ene- 


mies to each other; yet their language, 


from the beſt inſormation, has undergone 
no material alteration. The Aſſinee Poetuc 
are pretty numerous, and are ſcattered over 
a great extent of country. They bring many 
peltries to the traders, and are a principal 
Fupport to the commerce. A large party of 
theſe Indians uſed to go down annually to 
Vork Fort on the coaſt of Hudſon's Bay; 
but ſince the Hudſon's Bay and Canada 
traders have penetrated ſo far inland, they 
are too well ſupplied with the things they 
want, on the ſpot, to perform a voyage ſo 
long, and attended with ſo many inconveni- 
encies. In thoſe days, however, they were 
much better off than they are at preſent ; 
as they, like too many other tribes, are de- 
generating daily, through the frequent uſe of 8 


ſpirituous liquors, and other debaucheries. 


” Ss 


A „ . . Theſa 


wi? 
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| Theſe Indians = always been i in ſtrict « 7 
liance with the rr tA 


FALL InDIANs, 


This nation is is oa] 3 us, and by | 
the Nehethawa Indians, from their inhabitin 8 
5 a country on the Southern branch of the 


river, where the rapids are frequent. As 
they are not very numerous, and have a 


harſh, gutteral 5 language peculiar to theme. | 
ſelves, I am induced to think they are a 
tribe that has detached itſelf from ſome —_ 


diſtant nation, with which we are not as 
yet acquainted. 


In this people another inſtance occurs of 


the impropriety with which the Canadian- 
F rench name the Indians. They call them 


_ gros ventres, or big-bellies 3 and that with-- 
out any reaſon, as they are as comely and 


as well made as any tribe whatever; and are 
very far from 9 remarkable for their 
corpuleney. 
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They ſeem not yet to be initiated into the 
manner of hunting beavers, dreſſing the 
ſkins, and killing the ſmall peltries, for 
they bring nothing to us but wolves, which 
_ they take ra a nn of contrivances. 


Though we have "ER for all the 
other Indian languages, none as yet have 
been able to attain a competency of this to 
make themſelves underſtood; and the gene- 
ral method of converſing, is by ſpeaking 

the Black- foot tongue, which is _— : 
. ſoon oni. 


The SUSEE INDIANS. 

Though this nation have a language in- 
tirely to themſelves, and which no-others can 
learn, they are very few in number, being no 
more than a ſmall tribe which has ſeparated 
from the main body, and now harbour in 
ſome country about the Stony Mountain, 
where they keep to themſelves, for not many 
have as yet appeared at any of the trading- 
houſes, Thoſe who occaſionally viſit us are a 

_ 
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crafty deeriring ſet, much given to theft and 
Though their tribe is ſmall, 


they cannot live in amity with their neigh- 


| intoxication . 


bours; for the laſt ſummer, a number of 
them fell upon an encampment of- Blood 
Indians, whom. they . were at peace with, | 


and moſt of the men being abſent, they : 


inhumanly butchered ſeveral women and 
children, which it was expected would be 
ſeverely revenged the firſt opportunity. 


they bring us very ſew peltries, and thoſe 
ill dreſt, Wolves ſkins are their ehief com- 


modity. Their women are the moſt hes... 


dinary of any I have ſeen, but they are all 


Theſe Indians are lazy and impfovident "_ 
* 


liberal of their favours, when a perſon. 


has wherewithal to pay for them. 
retain a cloſe alliance with the Nehethawas, 
rather to profit by their protection, than for 
any mutual eſteem, ſubſiſting between them. 
Their language is equally diſagreeable and 
difficult to learn; it rather reſembles the 
_ confuſed cackling of hens, than the ex- 


They: 


preſſion of human ideas; yet one of our 
Interpreters has attained a ſufficiency of it 
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to anſwer che e of trading with 
them, 


The BLAck-FoorT, PAEGAN, and BLOOD 
| INDIANS. 


Theſe echtes though divided into the | 
above three tribes, are all one nation, ſpeak 
the ſame language, and abide by the ſame _ 
laws and cuſtoms. For what reaſon they 
are thus denominated, I have not been able 
to diſcover, but they go by no other name 
among the Nehethawas. They are the 
moſt numerous and powerful nation we are 
acquainted with ; ; and by living on the bor- 
ders of the enemies country, are the prin- 
eipal barrier to prevent their incurſions. 
War is more familiar to them than the other 
nations, and they are by far the moſt for- 
midable to the common enemy of the whole. 
In their inroads into the enemies country, 
they frequently bring off a number of horſes, 


which is their Principal inducement i in going 
to war. 


Theſe 
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Theſe people are not ſo far enrich by 
the uſe of ſpirituous liquors, as to be ſlaves 


to it; when they come to trade they drink 
moderately, and buy themſelves neceſſaries 


for war, and domeſtic conveniences. They 
annually bring a good quantity of ſkins 


td the traders, but a greater number by 
far of wolves. All theſe tribes have a a 


cuſtom peculiar to themſelves, which is the 
cutting off the joints of their fingers, be- 


ginning with the little finger, and taking 
off a joint as often as ſuperſtition prompts 


them. I have not been able to learn for 
certain the cauſe of this fingular cuſtom, 
nor did I ever obſerve any but the old men, 
that had their Ins thus mutilated. 


They behave very friendly to thee of our 


people who paſs the winter with them, and 
none of them have as yet received any in- 
jury under. their protection either in their 
perſons or effects. The people of this na- 
tion will eat no kind of water-fowl, am- 
phibious animal, or fiſh. Their chief ſub- 
ſiſtance is the fleſh of buffaloes, the deer 
ſpecies, and likewiſe vegetables. Their lan- 
N 3 guage 
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guage is not very grateful to the ear, ot a . . 
ſtranger, but when learnt, is bo h agrea- 
a able ang expreſſive. | 


1 have been at ſome pains to procure a 
ſpecimen « of the languages of the aforemen- 
tioned nations, and have ſucceeded in all, 
except that af the Snake-Indians.. The an- 


 _nexed table may perhaps be acceptable to 
| thoſe who are curious in that line. The ex- 


act orthography of the words, according 


to an Engliſhman's pronunciation, may be 
depended on, having received them with  _ 
-great care, from the mouths of the e £1 IN 


themſelves. * | 


It ſtrikes me as a matter of no ſmall eu 


riofity to obſerve the multiplicity of genuine 
Indian languages to be met with in this 
weſtern hemiſphere; perhaps not half of 
them are mentioned in the given ſpecimen. 
I know of other tribes to the ſouth- eaſtward 
and northward of us, who ſpeak other lan- 
8 guages, but have not bean able to obtain cer- 
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@ CALIFOT 
Ne-heth-a-wa, or Aſ.-ſin-e- po- e- che, or 
| Englit Names. Ka-liſ-te-no. 8 3 dians. Fall Indians 
i E ye | |Ske-ſhic Iſter - | N un-nec-ſo-on 
A Par of Stockings | Me-tas __ | Uce-ker | Nun-nor-tor 
A Shirt | Pau-pau-ke-wi-an-a-ſau-gi. | U-ke-no-ſis-o-bun Ne-weed-thu-it 
A Knife © 5 Mo- co-man | Meen Warth 
A Tobacco-pipe | Wuſ-pwog-an Chun-nobe Pe-chou-on 
A Hat Ta- tuſ-tin 'Wap-pau Ti-u-it-te-ter 
A Pair of Shoes Meſ-ke- ũ n- er Hump. | Nub-o-on-er 
Tobacco | Sheeſ-tem-mou Chan-dee | Theeſ-ou-on 
A Rabbit Wau-pus Muſ-tinge 5 5 
A Gun Paſ- ke · ſa - gan Chu- tung Cutſ-i-er 
Brandy or Rum Sku; ta- wap-· pue Min- ne-wong Nuts 
Gunpowder IKaſ-ka-tew Chock-ney | Hidth-er 
Ball | Mo- ſwor· ſinnee 5 Jan-jude Cutſ-i-er-notce 
A Hatchet Chic-a-ka-gan Oce-o-pa Oh-en-orce 
A File Kiſ-kim-man Yume Oh-er-er 
A Dog - {At-tim Shong Hudth-er 
Fire | Scu-ta ' I ] Pate | U-fit-ter 
An arrow 1 At-tuce-er | Wau-hin-dip , Utce-ce 
AB Au- chap- pey In-tar- ſeep Bart 
A Min- ne- quog-an Emin- e- ar- ta-ki In- au- un 
Beads Me: ke ſuc O- ay 1Can-ar-ti-u 
Cloth Man-ne-to-a-gan | Shin-nunte Nau-odth-i-u 
A Horſe - Miſ-tut-tim_ Shu-gar-tung Wau-ce-hoth 
A Kettle {Uſ-keek Cha-ger { Ma-ja-a-tian-au 
Shot | | Aſ-fin-nee. Mug- ga- chude Cha- chu- chi- o- noch. 
An lee Chizzel Aſ-ſiſwW yy Pit-ta-haß 8 Thou-wau 
A Handkerchief Tap-piſ-cog-gan Nump-imb Same as ſhirt 
A Scraper Man-ne-twe-as - Wau-hin-dig Won- ut 
A Comb | Sic-co-hoan Im-bar-gid ge | Char- i- uh- ay 
A Pair of Mittins Eſ-tiſ-uc Nvm-pin-dib Node-thoth. 
Paint, i.e. Vermillion O-thum-min Wau-ſhus { Na-olth-1-er-in-o 
An Awl Uce-katch-ic Tar-hiſp Bay 
Rings At- chan- is-· uc Num- ſo-kin- dar Tha-ith-e-te-an 
A Powder Horn  Pe-che-pe-quon *' |Tau-hay Ne- nis 
One Pi- ac O-jin - > Kar-ci 
Two Ne- ſhu Nomb Neece 
Three Niſ- to Yar-min Narce 
Four Nau Tope Ne-an 
Five Ne- an- an Starpt Vau-tune 
Sir - | Un-coot-a-waſh-ic Sharp | Ne-te-ar-tuce 
Seven Ta- pu- eo 1 Shar- co Ne- ſar- tuce 
- Eight * ay-nan-na-ou _ Shark-noh Nar-ſwar-tuce 
N ine e-cat-me-tar-tuc Nam-pe-chonk | An-har-be-twar-tuci 
Ten Metartut | Wee-kee-chem Met tar-tuce 
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Indians. 
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| Black Foot Indians, 


ce 


o0-noche 


in- Oo 


ar- tuce 


% 


| Wap- * 


Aſ c 


Au- ſun 
| Mo-kis 


At-chis 
E- ftoke-ſo-char-fim 
Eſ-to- un | 
Ar-qui-in-e man 
e-mo-gan 
Atch-ee-kin 


Piſ-tar can 


Au-chiſ-tau | 
Nar-mi 

O-key 
Sd atch 
Au-wauk-ſo-bun 
Kuk-ſar-keen 
She- ſhar-ne-ter 
Ame-tou 


- | 1{-ehey 
| Ap-pii-ſey 


Kitſ-nar- mi 
Meek-ſhim- no- coce 
Com-on- e- criſ-to- man 
Shic-a-piſ-chey 
Pin-ne-cho-me-tar 
Iſ-key 

Ar-ſope-ſey 
Sum-mo-to-ke-max-cii | 
No-kin 
Match-ee-cun 
Mar-ke-kin-arch 
No-chich-ey 


Sap- e-kin-iſ-cho-ſin 
Utſ-kin-ner 
Tokeſ-cum 
Nar-tokeſ-cum 
No-hokes-cum 
Ne-ſwe-um 
Ne-: ſit-twi 
Nay 

Kitſ. ic 

Nar- ne · ſwe· um 
Pick-ſee 
Kee-pey 
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Snake Indians. 
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Satte Indians. 
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Til-te-tha 


| Tar-ney 


Ges- ier 


| Char-uc-ce-chey * 


4 


bh 


Se-nou-woh 


Siſt-ler 
Si-cho-we- cher 
Marſh .. 
Mu-t won & i 
Sit. cau 

Me- cut-chin- er 


9 * 


Te. 
Til-te-the-tuſ-er 
Til-the-the-tan-ny 
Chilthe 
Til-te-the-te-co- fey | 
Tley 

Coo 

Hil-tun- ney 


Che- we- ſey 5 
Che- che-nun- to-er | 4 
Uſ-ſaw 


* 
; * 
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Seeſ-ul-er 
 U-wil-twey 


Se: ut · ee ſer 
U-ti-el-ee-cher 
Chalthe | 
n NR AGOY | 
Ml 
Ut-te-gar | 
Uk-ke-er 


| Tau-key 


Ta-chey . 


| Cu-cel-ter 


Uee-rap nee | 
Che-che-ta 
Tar-titch-ey 
Ke-cutch-ee-gar 


*C a-neeſe-nun-nes | 


bY, 
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Before the fatal attack of the ſmall | pox, 


which broke out in the year 1781, all theſe 
nations of Indians were much more nume- 


' rous than they are at preſent. By this 


dreadful viſitation, which, as before obſerved, 


was general throughout the Indian country, | 


it is computed that at leaſt one half of the 
hints were ſwept off * it. 


„ A brief AccounT of the preſent STATE 
of the TRADE, carried on among the gfore- 
aid Inpian „ 


Trade white the beforementioned Indians, 


is carried on by the ſervants of the Hudſons 


| Bay Company, and alſo by ſeveral merchants 


from Canada. Theextraordinary perſeverance 


of the latter, through numberleſs difficulties, 


5 augmented by continual carrying- places, ex- 
tenſive lakes, and rapid rivers, have penetrated 
into this diſtant country in order to ſupplant 
the Hudſon's Bay Company, who formerly 
divided very conſiderable profits from the 
5 N 4 : _ exclulive 
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2 excluſive eie of TH lucrative branch 


of trade. At preſent theſe profits are con- 


ſiderably diminiſhed; for while their ex pen- 


ces are augmented in a ten- fold proportion, 


upon an average of former years, their 1 im- 


ports of furs are conſiderably leſſened, and 
their exports of ſundry articles of mer- 
chandize are increaſed,. they bein g obliged 


to trade upon a higher ſtandard than here- 


tofore, to keep pace with their opponents, 
who would otherwiſe outſell them. 


3 


| In entering on this account it will be need- 


ful to repeat many circumſtances that have 


already been noticed. But as the further 
elucidation of the ſubject requires it, [ ao 
the apparent N will be excuſed 


"Twenty years ago the Governor of York- 
Fort, which was the Company s principal eſta- 
bliſhment in the Bay, annually ſent home at 
leaſt thirty thouſand ſkins, and maintained no 
more than twenty-five men, at very low. 

wages; ; at preſent that place has upwards of 

one hundred men at it, who have increaſed 
oo ſalaries, and it ſends home no more than 
(renty 


— 


„ 


twenty thouſand ſkins, upon an average, 


from itſelf and four ſubordinate ſettlements; ; 
and theſe are procured at an expence, which 
A few years back would have been looked 


upon as next to an annihilation of their com- 


mercial exiſtence. 


It is an uncontrovertable fact, that ſince 


the French have evacuated Canada, the fur 


trade from the inland parts of Hudſon's Bay, 
has been carried on to a greater extent than 
ever it was before; for the Company, who till 


then confined themſelves to the ſea-(fiore,- 


knew nothing of the numerous nations in- 
land; and theſe again knew as little of them: 
that the Company, notwithſtanding they 


had obliged themſelves by their charter to | 


explore the whole of their territories, con- 


fined themſelves within a ſmall circle. They 


conſequently did not exert their influence to 


procure peltries, or to. augment the con- 


ſumption of Britiſh manufactures, by any 
other methods than through the channel on 


a very few Indians, comparatively ſpeaking. 


| Theſe Indians however, brought down 
enough to | enrich. a few individuals, whoſe 
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intereſt it was to prevent too great an influx 
of furs, which would not only lower the 
price at market, but probably open the | 
eyes of an injured commercial people. In 
the days I am alluding to, the port of York 
Fort was ſurrounded with nations of Indi- 
ans entirely unknown to the traders of the 
Company; and they would have remained 
in the fame ſtate of ignorance to this day, 

had they not been awakened from their re- 
veries by the unſurmountable perſeverance 

of a few Canadian merchants, who found 
them out, through obſtacles and impedi- L 
ments attended with more danger and per- 


fonal hazard than a pgs: to . 


Since that time their affairs hive under- 
gone a material change in theſe parts. The 
Canada merchants annually ſend into the in- 
terior country, for the Indian trade, about 
forty large canoes of about four tons burthen 
each, a conſiderable part of which goods 
are conveyed to thoſe Indians who uſed to 
ſend their furs down to Hudſon's Bay, by 
the Indian carriers, which did not amount to 
half the quantity. at preſent procured. Ss 
that by this inteference of the Canada traders, 

2 it 


'F 
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it is dent that many more peltries are 


procured and imported into England, and a 


greater quantity of its manufactures con- 


ſumed than heretofore ; and when it is fur- 


ther conſidered, that theſe goods are of a 


very inferior quality, which perhaps would 

hardly find a ſale elſewhere, this extenſion 
of the trade will * an object not N 
inconſiderable. 


By the proſecution of this commerce from 


Canada, the Hudſon's Bay Company found 


_ themſelves effectually ſupplanted on the ſea- 
| ſhore, the natives being ſupplied inland 
with every conveniency for war and domeſtic 


uſes. This induced the Company, in the 


year 1773, to begin their inland voyages, 


ſo that the Canadians from Canada and the 
Europeans from Hudſon's Bay met together, 


not at all to the ulterior advantage of the 
natives, who by this means became dege- 


nerated and debauched, through the exceſſive 
uſe of ſpirituous liquors imported by theſe 
rivals in commerce. 
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1 however muſt be owned, that the 
Hudſon's Bay traders have ingratiated them- 
ſelves more into the eſteem and confidence 
of the natives than the Canadians. The 
advantage of trade is evidently on their fide ; 
their men, whole honeſty is incorruptible, 
being more to be depended upon. In propor- 
tion to the goods imported, the Company 
export a greater quantity of furs, and theſe 
in better preſervation, and conſequently 
more valuable. Their unſeaſonable parſi- 
mony has hitherto been proved very fa- 
vourable to their Canadian Opponents ; as 
| the accumulated expences attending ſo diſ- 
tant an undertaking would overbalance the 
profits of the latter, if the exertions of the 
| Company were adequate to the value of 

the prize ae for. 


A 
* 


The Hudſon's Bay ſervants being thus 
more in poſſeſſion of the eſteem of the na- 


tives, they will always have the preference 
of trade as long as this conduct continues. 
Another great advantage in their favour is, 
that the principal articles of their trading 
goods a are of a | ſuperior quality to thoſe im- 
ported 
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ported from Canada.” I wet not by hide 
ſinuation infer, that the goods ſent inland from 
Canada are not good enough for the Indian 
trade; no, I well know that the worſt ar- 


ticle imported 1s good enough ; but while 


they have to contend with people who ſend' 


goods of a ſuperior kind, they evidently lie 
under a diſadvantage , and it is my opinion, 
that it would beFor the intereſt of the Canada 
merchants to ſupply goods of an equal if 


not ſuperior quality to their adverſaries, at 


every poſt where they have theſe formidable 


rivals to oppoſe them, 


The great imprudence, and bad way of 
living of the Canadian traders have been an 
invincible bar to the emolument of their 


_ employers. Many of theſe people, who 


have been the greateſt part of their lives on 


this inland ſervice among ſavages, being 


devoid of every ſocial and benevolent- tie, 
are become ſlaves to every vice which can 


corrupt and debaſe the human mind ; ſuch | 


as. quarrelling, drunkenneſs, deception, &c. 


From a confirmed habit in bad courſes of 


this ne, they are held in abhorrence 
| and 
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a diſguſt, even by the Indians, as finding 


themſelves frequently deceived by ſpecious 
Promiſes, never intended to be performed, 
imagine the whole fraternity to be impreg- 


nated with the ſame failing, and accord- 


| ingly hold the generality of the Canadian 
traders in deteſtation and contem . 


On the contrary, the ſervants of the 
Hudſon 8 Bay Company, imported princi- 


pally from the Orkney Iſles, are a cloſe, 
prudent, quiet people, ſtrictly faithful to 


their employers, and ſordidly avaricious. 


When theſe people are ſcatterred about the 
m— in ſmall parties among the Indians, 
the general tenor of their behaviour is con- 
ducted with ſo much propriety, as not only 
to make themſelves eſteemed by the natives, 
and to procure: their protection, but they 
alſo employ their time in endeayouring to 
enrich themſelves, and their principals, by 

their diligence and unwearied aſſiduity. By 


this prudent demeanor among the Indians, 


notwithſtanding they have annually expoſed 


themſelves to all the dangers incident to the 
trade, for fifteen. years paſt, they have 


——. - 
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not fultained: the Joſs of A man; and the | 


principal advantage of the Company over 


the Canadian traders, is more to be attri- 
buted to the laudable efforts of their ſervants, 
than even to the peer quality of their 


goods. 


; While the Canadian ſervants are ſo far from 


being actuated by the ſame principles, that 
very few of them can be truſted with a 
ſmall aſſortment of goods, to be laid out 
for their maſters profit, but it is ten to one 


that he is defrauded of the whole by com- 
merce with Indian women, or ſome other 
ſpecies of peculation. By this and various 
other means which lower them in the eyes 8 


of the natives, as before obſerved, they 
are become obnoxious to the Indians, their 


faith is not to be relied on, nor their ho- 
neſty confided in; ſo that ſcarce à year 


elapſes, without one or more of them fall - 


ing victims to their own imprudence, at a 


time when fatal experience ſhould teach 
them, that a conduct guided by caution and 


diſcretion ought to be the invariable and 


uniform rule of their behaviour. 


It 
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It muſt be owned, that many of theſe 
people are poſſeſſed of abilities capable of 
aggrandizing their maſters, and promoting 
their own welfare. They are very apt at | 
learning the Indian languages, and acquiring 
a knowledge of the neceſſary Indian cere- 
monies, as well as cuſtonis to be obſerved 
in proſecuting the trade ; but in the whole 
courſe of my obſervation, I have ſcarcely 
found one of them, who, for his abilities, 
honeſty, integrity, and other neceſſary qua- 
lifications, could be intitled to the denomi- 
nation of a good and faithful ſervant. 


It cannot, however, be denied, but that 
they are excellent canoemen, and labour 
with ſurprizing dexterity, and inimitable 


patience, in their long inland voyages; and 


even when their proviſions fail them, they 
bear their misfortunes with fortitude. But at 
the ſame time it muſt not be admitted that 
they are the only people on the face of the 
earth, who are capable of performing theſe 
voyages and undergoing the fatigues of them. 


Though ſuch may be the ſentiments of their 


employers, let theſe gentlemen for a while 
TT | - 


( 23% 

: look round them: and ſurvey W pres 
judice the inhabitants of our own hemi- 
ſphere; and they will find people who a 
brought up from their infancy to hardſhips, 
and inured to the inclemency of the wea- 
ther from their earlieſt days; they will alſo 


find people, who might be truſted with 


thouſands, and who are too much famili- 


arized to labour and fatigue td repine under 


the preſſure of calamity as long as their own 
and their maſters benefit is in view. I will 
further be bold to ſay, that the preſent ſervants 


of the Hudſon's Bay Company may be led 


as far inland as navigation is practicable, 
with more eaſe and ſatisfaction to the owners 
than the ſame number of Canadians. The 
former would be always honeſt, tractable, 
and obedient, as well from inclination, as 
from fear of loſing their pecuniary expec- 


tations; whereas the latter being generally 
in debt, and having neither good name, in- 


tegrity, nor property to loſe, ate always 


neglectful of the property committed to | : 


their charge, and whenever difficulties ariſe, 
there is never wanting ſome among them to 
impede the undertaking. 
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I have been led into the i e. 

fion, from the frequent encomiums I have 
heard paſſed on. the Canadians, as the only 
people for this buſineſs; but having had four 
| years experience of the general tenor of 
their conduct, I thought myſelf entitled to 


give my ſentiments on the ſubject, and to 


ſay ſomething 1 in regard to theſe Me Met eurs 
1 eg : 


8 | | 4 


The Canadian merchants have formed 
themſelves into a United Company, and 
carry on a very extenſive buſineſs over an 
unlimited extent of country, among Indians, 
who are hoſtile and declared enemies to each 
| other; and this branch of the Canada trade 
is by no means the leaſt valuable appendage 
to that province. This Company alone, 
without counting thoſe adventurers who 
trade in the parts which be adjacent to tbe 
Miftiflipi, &c. annually procure above one 
thouſand packs of fine peltry, each weigh- 
ing ninety pounds. They find employment 
for a great number of men under the deno- 
mination of guides, voyagers, clerks, in- 
| * &c.; beſides which, they give 
| | bread. 


bread to a number of neceſſitous artiſts and 
labouring people about Montreal, who ſubſiſt 


prinoipally by the continuation of this 
commerce. | 


Is the veal 1787 they Gti out of this 
river three hundred and three packs. 


- 


Dag the 13 year the Hudſon's Baß 
traders had twenty canoes of twelve packs 
„ — 240 


And twenty Indian canoes carrying four 


packs each, at ſeventy pounds  8o | 


| Which were equal to two hundred and 
N French. 


So that if the Canada traders had the 


eommeree of this river entirely to themſelves; 
they would draw as much from it, as would 


be equal to one half of their preſent returns. 
The ſame year the Canada merchants tranſ- 


ported into the ſame river fix hundred pieces 
of goods about ninety pounds each; whereas 


the Hudſon's Bay people ſent no more than 
two hundred and forty pieces of about ſeventy 


r each, which plainly points out to us 
Ss - the 


US 


- the great economy which is uſed on ane fide, 
8 and We enormous expenditure on the other. 


11 may be uegeid that the plan purſued by 
the Canada merchants, requires a great part 
of their goods for the uſe of the men. 
This appears an argument of conſequence ; ; 
yet to obviate it, we muſt confider, that 
the difference in the force of Engliſh brandy, 
and what is called high wines, will more 
than overballance the reduction advanced to 
the men; for a keg of Britiſh ſpirits, when 
adulterated for ſervice, will only make three 
kegs, whereas a keg of high wines when 
mixed for the Indian trade, will make five 
kegs; ſo that what it requires to mix thirty 
kegs for them, we with ours can have fifty 
ny 5 


Since I have embarked in the Canadian 
employ I have frequently obſerved a profuſe 
expenditure of goods made to Indians, for 
very frivolous ends, or more properly for 
no end at all; which to my certain know- 
ledge is not practiſed in the other ſervice. 
This practice 1 Is productive of nothing, but 
De een of the Indians, and the tem po- 


N | 


(% 


porary fatierin g promiſes of thoſe who receive 


them; for, as I have already obſerved, the 


_ * advantages of trade annually preponderates 
on the ſide of the Hudſon's Bay anne x 


* hoſe wha feel the weight of this expen- 


five undertaking, muſt certainly join with me 
in acknowledgin g, that a frugal economy is 
not only commendable, but neceſlary, in the 


expenditure of their property; perhaps had 


this plan been purſued, ſome of thoſe gen- 


tlemen who {till continue the buſineſs, might 


at this day have enjoyed their eaſe and inde- 
pendence, by the fruits: of a commerce, which 


has obtained for the Hudſon's Bay Company 
the reputation of being one of the richeſt in» 
corporated bodies 10 England. 
The maxim 5 ud ing the Candi 
traders to run ſo deeply in debt, appears to 


be founded in error, and prejudicial to the 
affairs of their employers. Theſe fellows, 
who are loſt to every principle of moral 


rectitude, become looſened from all attach- 
ment to the ſervice ; they are intent on nothing 
but their own . eaſe and conyenience ; 
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they are eareleſs of the property entruſted to 
them, unambitious in the performance of 


| their duties, impatient of all order and de- 
corum, diſobedient to the inſtructions, and 
Inſulting to the perſons, of thoſe who employ 


them. They cannot be truſted in any trading 
party, for they will expend the goods they 
have with them on women and trifles, -ima- 
gining themſelves out of the reach of all 
law; and there ſeems to be very few worthy | 


of truſt among them, but ſuch as have 


e in their Res hands, 


My good wiſhes for the n of the 


Canadian ſervice is ſuch, that I cannot help 


ſuhmitting with all due deference to ſuperior 
abilities, the following expedients which oc- 


cur to me, but which, moſt probably may 


never rhe pee: in execution, 


To made the Company truly elbe, 
and at the ſame time to put in it their power 
to render the province of Canada of greater 


conſideration to the mother country than it 
is, they ſhould be legally admitted to the 


rights, immunities, and privileges of a char- > 
e 


| tered Company; and if it were practicable, 
they ſhould be united with the preſent Hud- 
ſon's Bay Company, as we have ſeen an old 
and new Eaſt India Company united and in- 
corporated in one joint body of merchants. 
And perhaps ſuch a junction might not be un 
acceptable to the Hudſon's Bay Company, 
who, for ſo many . have walten the 


5 ſweets of OY 


I am fully per funded that nothing is re- 


_ quired but intereſt and proper application to 


bring about fome plan of this nature. The | 


magnitude of the object would juſtify the ex- 


periment ; and I have no doubt but that'many 
reſpectable perſons would be found to pa- 


tronize an adventure, which would put the 


proprietors in poſſeſſion of a greater extent 


of territory than what is inhabited 11 8 all the 
O hriſtian States in n 


1 NEC repeat, that great en are 
to be made, and much wealth acquired from 
the ſeas about Hudſon's Bay; and likewiſe 


that full as much remains to be done inland; 
but while affairs are carried on in thoſe parts 
of. the globe, upon the ſame footing they 
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are at preſent, there i is a probability chat all 
theſe countries will remain as utterly unknown 
to the world, for ages to come, as the regions 


within the Polar Zones, 


Tam a ſufficiently aware of the intereſt, ap- | 


plication, time, perſeverance, and expence 


neceſſary to bring about a matter ſo difficult 
and complicated in all its parts, as the im- 


portant matter above hinted at; but a thing 


once begun is more than half compleated ; 


and it behoves thoſe who are peculiarly con- 
cerned therein, and know the utility of the 
object, to make that beginning. No period, 


in-my opinion, can be more- favourable than 


the preſent. x When ſo many fair provinces 


have been wreſted from the mother country, 
on the fame continent, it is our duty to point 
out every feaſible method by which the parent 
ſtate may cheriſh and brin g to perfection the 
femainder, 
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JouRNAL of a JouRNEY from MonTREAL 
10 New YoRK, in the year 1788. 


On the 14th of May, 1788, I left my 

_ . wintering ground, where I had been about 
four years; on the 8th of July arrived at 
the Great Carrying-place on Lake Superior; 
on the 15th of September reached Mon- 
and on the 25th of the ſame month I 


1 my departure from that ny to travel to 
New York. 


pb. 2 5. 1788, I left Montreal, in 
company with a gentleman deſirous of pur- 
About four in the af- | 
ternoon we traverſed over to La Prairie, a 


ſmall village about two miles above Mon- 


| ſuing the ſame rout. 


26th, Hired a cart and two faddle horſes, 

to proceed with our baggage towards St. 

John's, through a wretched country, the 

roads being very bad, and the land very un- 
promiling: The town of St. John's „which 
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IS s eighteen miles diſtant from La e 
makes a very formidable appearance. Here 

were to be ſeen a ſhip of eighteen guns, and 

another of twenty-two, with ſeveral other 

ſmall craft, which were employed i in Lake 
Champlain during the late war. A ſhip 
called the Waſhington, of 16 guns, alſo lies 
here, and which was taken from a part of 
the American army under the command of 
General Arnold. The ſame day we took 
boat, and 1 about five miles on the 
lake. 


— 


1 The wind bein g 3 we 
went but fifteen miles, and then made for the 
ſhore, and put up at the houſe of a Mr. 
+ Barran, a ſerjeant in the 44th regiment, 
His houſe was very prettily fitted up in the 
Engliſh ſtile, and is by much the neateſt 1 
have ſeen among the a ſettlers. 


28th. Left the bins of our very hoſpitable f 
| landlord, but the wind being ſtill contrary, 
we did not proceed above fix miles. 


(£ 23 * 
29th. The wind becoming favourable, 


' we made a good ſtretch in the Lake untill 
twelve at night, which brought us to Ti- 


conderoga. We had paſſed by Crown Point in 


the ni e 


5 zoth. From Ticonderago we proceeded 
about thirty miles farther to Skeenſborough, 
the eſtate of General Skeene, which he was 


obliged to abandon on account of his adherence 
to the royal cauſe. Here a faw-mill and four | 


houles are erected. 


Lake 5 is about one hundred and 
fifty miles in length from St. John's to Skeenſ- 


borough. Its direction is about N. W. and S. E. 
and it is ſeldom above two miles wide, except at 
the wideſt part, the middle of it, which is com- 


uted to be twenty miles over. About twenty 


eight miles from St. John's is the extent of the 
Britiſh territories in this quarter; all the re- 
mainder of the lake belongs to the United 


States. At fourteen miles from St. John's is 


Iſle au Nai, a ſmall iſland, very well adapted 


to command the channel of the lake, but it is 


at preſent in a ruinous ſtate, It ſtill however 


retains | 
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0 "TA ſmall garriſon, part of the both regi- 
ment, for the fake of regulating the trade 
between Canada and the United States. Ex- 
clufive of this garriſon, there is a brig, 
mounting eight carriage guns, ſtationed within 
the American lines for the fame purpoſe. = 


As we paſſed Crawn Point in the night 1 

can fay nothing of that ancient French fortreſs. 
| Ticenderoga is a rocky point, and by its 
fitnation effectually commands the paſlage of 
the lake. It appears to have once been a place | 
of conſiderable —_ but it is at this | 


3 . 


dience; a lofty point, where ſome fortifica- 


tions have formerly been erected. Between 
theſe two forts the Americans built a tem- 
porary bridge to impede the paſſage of the 
King's troops from Canada; but the forts 
being evacuated on the approach of the troops, 
the ige was fawn very leiſurely i in pieces. 


A traveller in be thro” lake Champlain, | 
is rather diſtreſſed, when he lands, with the 
variety 
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variety of currency in the country; ; Gig on the 


Canada end of the lake the dollar i is valued at 
five ſhillings; on the North fide, which is in 


the ſtate of New York, it is reckoned at eight | 


ſhillings ; and on the South fide, which i is in 
the ſtate of Vermont, at fx TO 


Oftober 1. Agreed with a Mr. M*Kialy, 
for the uſe of his waggon from hence to Al- 


bany, being ſeventy four miles, for ei ghtdollars. T 


We went from Skeenſborough to Fort Ann, 
throu gh the woods, on horſe-back, a tract of 


twelve miles, where we found our waggon ; 
and proceeded the ſame day to Fort Edward, 


twrelve miles farther, throu ugh a very good 


| road. 


= Continued our route, and put up at 
Still Water. Had there good accommodations, 
and a civil, agreeable landlady. 


3d. About nine in the morning we ar- 
rived at Albany, through 2 moſt agreeable 
country. From Skeenſborough to Fort Ann, 
the road is exceeding bad, and leads through 


4 tract very little eultivated. The peaſants 
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„ „ intelligent and improve their "REM 
with apparent induſtry. The land produces 
in great abundance Indian corn, potatoes, 
| water melons, pumkins, &c. and the fineſt / 
timber I ever beheld. As we advanced to- 
Wards Albany th roads became better, the 
- ground more cultivated, and the building gs 
made a more I: . 5 
From Fort Eduard towards Still Water 
the appearance of every thing ſtrikes the eye 
of a ſtranger with pleaſure, as he beholds 
a beautiful country under the hand of im- 
provement; a Briton, however, in paſling, 
cannot but ſympathize with the unfortunate 
General Burgoyne, and his brave followers, 
who unhappily became captives at Saratoga. 


At Still Water we faw 4 regiment of Ame- 
rican militia manceuvring, to the apparent 
ſatisfaction of their officers, . but in our opi- 

nion they cut a ſorry appearance indeed! 
to Their guns were old and ruſty, and the 
Re cloathing of this motly troop, conſiſted of 
every ſhape and colour, that was ever known 

or invented. Some wore cocked hats, ſome 

Ty np 5 upped | 
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flapped hats and ſome no hats at all. T bis major 
part of them, being juſt taken from the plough, 

| ſtooped down as though they were admiring 
their ſhoe-ſtrings. Some were clad in waiſt- 
coats without ſleeves; but by much the | 
greater part of them had their carcaſes incloſed 


in horſeman's coats, ſimilar to thoſe worn 
by eee, 


» 


1 


We paſſed the houſe and ate General 5 
- Scuyler. They have been lately rebuilt, Mn 
ing formerly been deſtroyed by General Bug- | 
'*.goyne's army. The water of Hudſon's river EZ 
was very low, and we croſſed it four times  * | 
in our waggon, between Albany and the 
New City. Albany is computed to contain 
five hundred houſes, moſtly of brick, ſome of . 
Which are tolerably well built. The greater 

part of the inhabitants are low Dutch. It 
has an Engliſh church, a preſbyterian meet- 
ing houſe, and another for the Dutch. It 
is but a ſolitary place, and the people do not | 
| ſeem to be very ſociable. At the time 1 
was there, no hard money was to be got; 
and paper money ſuffers a diſcount of cine 
per cent. all over the province. | 


. 
r 


D 


October 


7 _— 


| October 4 We left Is 10 embarked 
- on board a ſloop conſigned to New York, but 

+ had not continued the voyage above three 8 
| miles, before the veſſel, got aground on the 
- ſhoals, where we remained four days in much 5 
diſtreſs, ſtriving every tide to ee our- 
ſelves without effect. 1 | 


th. We left the veſſel, and etmbarked « on. 
board another, called the Arabia, — | 
nn waſter. i, EE gt, 


$th. We this "Ws . the new "Ton of 
Hudſon, about thirty miles below Albany. 
This town is a ſtanding monument of human 
induſtry, being entirely built ſince the con- 
cluſion of the war. It is beautifully fitu- 
ated on an elevated ſituation, has many ex- 
cellent buildings, and bids fair to rival Al- 
bany for trade, in a few years; particularly on 
account of its being ſituated below the ſhoals. 
It cannot contain leſs than two hundred houſes, 
the firſt ſtone of which was laid in 1784. 


A A very excellent . machine is erected 


for the purpoſe of drawing up the fand from 
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# 


-> 229 5 


| the bai of the river, but the con nah for 
the job has made very little progreſs, not- 


withſtanding it is two years ſince the com- 


mencement of the undertakifty, 


| The Gi Hudſon's river, which we 
find ſo much extolled in deſcriptions of this 
country, appears to me not to merit the 
praiſe given of it. The diſtance from New 
York to Albany is one hundred and ſixty 
miles, and no farther is this river navigable 


for veſſels of any burthen : and even in this 


diſtance, veſſels drawing eight foot water 
meet with much difficulty i in certain places. 


8 th. and ꝙth. We had light airs, which 
prevented us from making much way. The 
country is all along beautifully ſettled, and 


makes a pretty appearance from the water. 
Cheſnuts, walnuts, and apples, are ſo plenty, 


that travellers help themſelves en paſſant with- 


out ceremony. Cyder is the uſual drink 
among the country people, but I cannot ſay 
much in its commendation. The peaſantry, 


s .* remarked before, are hoſpitable, intel- 


ligen. and inquiſitive, but are rather grip- 
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ing on travellers, particularly the Low 
PEG 


wo . 0 5 
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roth. This day we had a fine breeze o 


wind which ſoon conveyed us to the city of 


* 


New ; A place too well known to re- 
quire any deſcription here.  _ 
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; INSWORTH's Latin and Enolih nn 4t0. 


| A new edition, Wen 8 ao and e 
e | 


2. Ainſworth's ditto, 8vo. 9s. pound.” 
3. Johnſon's Britiſh Poets, 68 vols. with copper plas 
with prefaces, 1ol. 45. 

4. Johnſon's Dictionary, in 1 vol. .8vo. 8s. bound. 

5. Cook's Voyages complete, illuſtrated with 59 elegant 
copper plates, containing the continuation by Captains Clerk, 
King, and Gore, with the general Chart, exhibiting the three 
tracks of the ſhips under his command during the laſt and 
two preceding voyages, 4 vols. 8vo. II. 58. bound. 

6. Biographical and Imperial Magazine, containing hiſtorh, 
philoſophy, literature, politics, arts, and amuſements, 5 95 
tinued monthly, 1s. or vol. 1ſt, complete, half bound, 78. 

. Abercombie's Gardeners Daily Aſſiſtant in the AER 


practice of engliſh gardening, for every month of the year, 
upon an entire new plan; with the proper arrangements of 


the plants, trees, ſhrubs, flowers and fruits, proper for cul- 


ture in the different 0 departments, with plates, 3s. 6d. 
bound. 


8. Beſt's Angler, or the Art of Angling, confirmed by 


actual experience, and minute obſervations, with the proper 


methods for breeding and feeding fiſh, and of making fiſh 


ponds, ſtews, &c. with ſeveral arcana never before made 


public, to which is added the Cornplets Fly Fiſher, 18. od. 
ſewed. 


Ne- Vocal Kn containing an elegant ſelection > 
of all. the neweſt ſongs lately ſung at the Theatres Royal, Hay- 


market, Vauxhall, &c. &c. 28. 6d. bound in red. 
10. Retired Pleaſures, in proſe and verſe, addreſſed to the 
lovers of a country life; with occaſional notes, and illuſtra- 


tions, by George Wright, — author of the royal . 


&c. 2s. 6d. bound. 


11. Death of a Cain, in Go books, after the manner of 


the death of Abel, by a lady, 2s. 6d. bound. 


12. Croxall's F ables of Æſop and others, cranflated intq 


| N with inſtructive applications, with cuts, 38. bound. 


- Conjurer Unmaſked, being a clear and full explana- 
oh of all the ſurprizing performances exhibited as well in 


this kingdom as on mw continent, by the moſt eminent and 
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* dexterons. profeſſors of light of hand, by * Denton, 28. 


ſewed. 
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14. Encyclopaſia Britannica, being the fulleſt and moſt , 
complete dictio 8 of arts, ſciences, and miſcellaneous lite- 
rature, ever publiſhed, on a plan. entirely new, by which the 
different ſciences and arts are digeſted into the form of diſtindt 
treatiſes or ſyſtems, with elueidations of the moſt important 

topics relative to religion, morals, manners, and the ceconomy 
of life,” illuſtrated with 360 elegant copper plates, now pub- 
lihing i in numbers, 1s. each. Printed at Edinburgh, may be 
had in half vols. 10s. 6d. in boards. 

15. Buſy Body, being a collection of periodical eſſays, 
moral, whimſical, comic, and ſentimenta 2 vols. 12mo. 


6s. bound. 


26. Doncaſter Races, or the Hiſtory of Miſs Maitland, | 
a tale of truth, in a ſeries of letters, publiſhed from the ori- 


ee 1 A. Bicknell, Eſq. 2 vols. 1 2mo. 6s. bound. * 


aſſe's Art of Cookery, made plain and eaſy, exceed- 
* ook thing of the kind ever publiſhed, with 150 new and 
uſeful receipts, alſo 50 receipts, for different articles of per- 
fumery, a new edition, with all the modern improvements, 
& c. &c. 5s. bound. : ; 
18. Hoyle's Games, a new edition, improved by Jones, 
38. bound. _ 

19. Luucifer in London, exhibied' ; in a ſeries of letters, 
addreſſed to the Right Hon. the Lord Preſident of the Stygian 
Council, of Pandæmonium, 38. bound. 

20. Myrtle Bank, a novel, in 2 vols. 1 2mo. * 

21. Maria Harccunt, 2 cd, in 2 vols. by. the author of 


Lord Winworth, 6s bound. 


22. Mowbray Caſtle, an engliſh romance, * the author of 
St. Bernard's Priory, 3s. 6d. bound. | 
23. Hervey's new Syſtem of Geography, containing an 


account of all the countries, kingdoms, and ſtates of Europe, 


Afia, Africa, and America, forming an intereſting epitome 
of univerſal: hiſtory, ancient and modern, comprized in 122 
numbers, Gd. each, with elegant copper plates, and coloured 
maps, making 2 vols: in folio, Zl. 12s. bound. 

24. Herreis's Family Bible, with practical reflections on 


each chapter, illuſtrared with notes, critical, hiſtorical, theo- 


logical, and practical, a new edition, with elegant engravings, 
compriſed in 100 8 6d. each, or bound in x han: 
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